Webinar #16 - Sustainable Tourism Programme

ADDRESSING PLASTIC POLLUTION
IN TOURISM DESTINATIONS

29TH OF OCTOBER 2019 (14H00-15H00 CET)
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One planet
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A global and diversified network involving over 160 actors with one common goal:

decoupling tourism growth from the consumption of finite natural
resources
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Tips for a smooth session:

All attendees are on listen-only mode (please make sure you are muted and your web camera is off)

Attendees can ask questions to the panellists anytime throughout the webinar by posting them in the
chat box of the control panel

At the end of the webinar, during the Q&A session, the moderator will be reading out the questions

The session is being recorded and the YouTube link will be sent to you and posted on the One Planet
Clearinghouse and One Planet STP web page (UNWTO website) tomorrow

A
VN
N Y
U N \i\%'\'”"

environment
programme

SECRETARLS DE EBSTADO
- DE TURISMO

E ]
—

Liberté = Egalité = Fraternité
REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE




One planet

travel with care

Objectives of the webinar are to:

Discuss how destinations can assess and reduce plastic pollution by improving their
planning and management;

Learn more about existing alternatives to plastic to revisit procurement strategies;

Explore how the tourism sector can become a catalyzer for change and find innovative
solutions to address plastic pollution and marine litter.
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Resource Efficiency Programme Officer, UNEP
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- The economy of the region depends heayvily on
tourism.

It had revenues of USS 57,000 million in 2017.
TOURISN

SECTOR IN

Represents the 15% of the region’s GDP.

Receives more tan 30 million visits every year.

As the industry grows, more natural resources
are taken, especially from the oceans.

As a consequence, the levels of marine litter,
mainly of single-use plastics, increase.

Source: World Bank Group, 2019. Marine Pollution in the Caribbean: Not a Minute to Waste.
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generated, are plastics.

tons of

plastic are not collected
every year**,

There are
- - pieces of plastic waste
per kma.

Plastic bottles represent

- of marine litter.

Source: World Bank Group, 2019. Marine Pollution in the Caribbean: Not a Minute to Waste.
**In selected countries of the Caribbean.




Marine litter cost is about US$13,000
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million per year.
¥

Annual Ioss in tourism of US$622 million.
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Reduction in the tourist rate. it affects the | [
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tourism supply chain, from food
production to the provision of specialized
services.
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- Degradation of beaches, coral reefs and

mangroves; flooding due to plastic bottles,
plastic bags and Styrofoam.

Source: UNEP, 2017.
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Contamination of the human food chain
due to the intake of microplastics by fish
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They release toxic chemicals and g
i emissions if burned. i


http://playacostacan.blogspot.com/2010/06/segunda-playa-del-sardinero.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

PHASING OUT
SINGLE-USE
PLASTICS:

TOWARDS CLEAN
SEAS AND
SUSTAINABLE
TOURISM IN THE
CARIBBEAN
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Target countries

" Saint Lucia

=f== Dominican Republic

OBJECTIVE

Reduce volumen of single-use
plastics in the Caribbean.

HOW?

Implementing sustainable
procurement practices and eco-
innovative solutions.



WHAT IS
BEING
DONE-

Current activities
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Engagement with

- Assessment on waste

hotels that
prioritize management famd disposal
reduction of practices
single-use plastics - Opportunities in the

market for the substitution
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Next steps
Best practices and Communications
recommendations of materials to highlight
proper waste the importance of
management and phasing out single-use
sustainable plastics

procurement


Moderador
Notas de la presentación
**Produce a baseline for plastic materials procured/used and identify their current waste management and disposal practices. 

** Recommendations & Best Practices made available to hotels for implementation, with emphasis on sustainable procurement and eco-innovation solutions for the adequate and integrated management of plastic waste. 

** Raise awareness among authorities, hotels and tourists on the environmental problems created by single-use plastics and the impact on the local economy. Promote solutions and actions that can be taken to reduce the problem including best practices of hotels in Saint Lucia, in an effort to attract more hotels in the region, to join the initiative. 


Currently, the following hotels (7) have confirmed their interest of participation:
THE BODY HOLIDAY, LE SPORT SAINT LUCIA
CALABASH COVE RESORT & SPA
THE LANDINGS ST. LUCIA RESORT & SPA
CAP MAISON RESORT & SPA 
BAY GARDENS INN
FOND DOUX RESORT & PLANTATION
HOTEL CHOCOLAT BY BOUCAN
MARIGOT BAY RESORT &MARINA


Potential Results UN @
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e
+ 20 hotels have been participating between ‘
Saint Lucia and Dominican Republic.
] -
Case studies about the substitution of single-use plastics in hotels. i
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Environmental Committee
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Recommendations for the
Saint Lucian Hospitality Sector

for alternatives to Single Use
Plastics

Presented by Carl Hunter



The document sought to communicate on the typical types
of existing plastics and their impact / manageability within
the Solid Waste Management structure of Saint

Lucia.

We thought it necessary to reflect specifically on the ability
for our existing waste management systems to sustainably

Mmanage plastic waste streams.

€

Saint Lucia Solid Waste
Management Authority




We then looked at the major types of plastics currently favored as
single use plastics and studied:
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The review indicated that NONE of these plastics (not even PLA)
would be suitable for St Lucia.

We assume though have not fully studied it that our situation would
be fairly closely mirrored by other nations within our region.

LDPE
HDPE
PET
PS
PLA




Why PLA iIs a fail?

PLA (Poly Lactic Acid - Bio plastics — typically corn starch containers)
are touted as the sustainable alternative to chemical polymers.

Where as this may be true in locations with a matured recycling and
composting facilities. PLA would not be a solution for our needs.

PLA Requires an industrial composting process which occurs at a
much higher heat level than back yard or agricultural composting.



Biodegradable & compostable
plastic products

PLA requiresa 5
a4 step process to
& be successfully
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In St. Lucia we
fail at step #2
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Alternative Recommendations.

First ask — WHY DO WE NEED/USE THIS?

We do not need:
Straws

Miniature amenity product bottles
Branding stickers on toilet rolls




Alternative Recommendations.

Next Ask —WHAT DID WE USED TO DO? — TRADITIONAL WAYS

The traditional use of calabash, coconut and bamboo for containers and
cups is a great and sustainable use form. They offer a cool alternative to
single-use food and drink containers.




Alternative Recommendations.

FOOD CONTAINERS - Sugarcane Bergasse

Bergasse containers are for St. Lucia most likely the best way to go. They
come in the same format as Styrofoam containers.

There is currently an additional cost component which should decrease as
the Styrofoam market is replaced with alternatives.




Alternative Recommendations.

CUTLERY - Edible cutlery is the way to go.

Edible cutlery requires much less energy to produce than plastic, they are
made from a local food source but not removed from the food chain, they
are tasty and nutritious, and their production is local and supports
employment for production and sale.

They are 100% edible or bio degradable



Lessons Learnt -

To make effective sustainable decisions for alternatives you must understand the
abilities for your location’s Waste Management systems.

You should get your whole team involved in this — especially purchasing. Often the
idea is in the room but we have not engaged our wider teams. The secondary spin off
is that your greater team becomes focused on the issue and may start to transform
their own personal practices.

You should study each need and select the appropriate alternative for your destination
or culture — There is no one size fits all solution.

You should not shy away from returning to traditional ways — This actually enhances
your guest experiences and introduces them to your culture and demonstrates your
commitment towards sustainability



Thank You

www.oneplanetnetwork.org/resou rces
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MVO Nederland
(CSR Netherlands)

MVO Nederland is the biggest business
network on CSR in Europe with 2.000
businesses as their partners.



Towards a plastic pollution free tourism
industry on Bali

€2
MVO

NEDERLAND




®
Sraeric v w4 MVO
Q‘?M* % v;ase{'qblcs

fourist awareness

TJT

~
WATERBOTTLE
Retills

N/ _ collecor &
Lyt e ? \Waste
N T owrks
- zastJava
W plastic Redyelers
FQJ\*‘*\"“
TR Pl:shc- me/ | Zm\diﬂf/
?&Zﬁgﬁa :‘;vﬂ( ProdkA
‘_,p-rc.-l.

[ Resspeling |

| plication

0 l APR‘-‘-YC-IO\*T.
MVO
NEDERLAND



€2
MVO
NEDERLAND

% RiksjaTravel SAWADEE

vakanties voor relzigers

-8 <R

2
MVO

NEDERLAND

Tour Operators VERRE o
mmmmm VALK LW

Netherlands

Destination Pﬂﬂﬂfﬂm‘é\‘h aKE I‘.'A HAE}M{

Managers in
W

Indonesia/Bali
Business/Civil
society

Plastic Whala oo

Tha Plastic Fishing Co.



Towards a plastic pollution free tourism industry on Bali

No more single use plastics from tourism Circular business models to bring plastic
industry waste management to a higher level

CIRCULAR
SOLUTIONS FOR
PLASTIC WASTE

REDUCING PLASTIC
WASTE

» Awareness raised by tourist via
y » Conduct innovation potential study on

tour operators » Explore how circular the plastic recycling industry on East

» Awareness raised in the supply procurement can be adopted in Java
chain by DMC's Balinese context > Pilot to improve quality recyclate &

> Supply chain provides > Share lessons learned with hotel application of recyclate

infrastructure for the reduction and waste management sector > PI|O.t for circular procurement with
. . plastic manufacturers, brand owners,
of plastic on Bali

appliers recyclate
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YES! WE SIGNED
THE INTERNATIONAL
TOURISM PLASTIC PLEDGE

www.tourismplasticpledge.com




Many thanks!

Saskia Pepping
s.pepping@mvonederland.nl
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Q&A
session

Please send your questions through the chat box in the control panel
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Thank you!

For more information on webinars, please contact:
oneplanetstp@unwto.org
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