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SCP at the 75th Session of the
General Assembly
The 75th Session of the General Assembly took place from 15 – 30 September 2020 in
New York City, with much of the action taking place virtually. Below are a few
highlights of how SCP was woven in throughout the two weeks.

UN Announces the leaders of Five
Action Tracks for Food Systems
Summit

The 2021 Food Systems Summit aims to employ a food
systems approach to advancing the SDGs and is
considered a foundational element of the Decade of
Action to deliver the SDGs by 2030. Five action tracks
are being composed to prepare solutions and
strategies ahead of the Summit.

On September 16th, the UN announced the leaders of
these five tracks who will coordinate the
multistakeholder efforts ahead of the Summit.  The
action track on Sustainable Consumption and
Production is being chaired by Gunhild Stordalen of
the EAT Foundation.

Find out more about all five tracks and how they are
being organised before the 2021 Summit

 

First annual ‘SDG Moment’ highlights
action by UN Member States and
other stakeholders

At every session of the General Assembly between now
and 2030, the UN Secretary-General will convene an
‘SDG Moment’ to highlight actions and solutions which
can drive the transformative change needed to bring
the world back on track in order to achieve the SDGs.

This first SDG Moment featured opening remarks from
the UN Secretary-General Antonio Gutteres and UN
Messenger of Peace Malala Yousafzai, followed by a
series of interventions from UN Member States and
other stakeholders.   

Find out more about this year’s SDG Moment and
have a look at the recorded interventions
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World leaders highlight Sustainable
Consumption and Production in
'Pledge for Nature'

Political leaders participating in the United Nations
Summit on Biodiversity in September 2020, so far
representing 64 countries from all regions and the
European Union, have committed to reversing
biodiversity loss by 2030 .

The pledge highlights the importance of Sustainable
Consumption and Productoin in addressing
biodiversity loss, and the major role that current
unsustainable patterns of consumption and
production are playing in driving the environmental
crises the world is facing.

The world leaders commit to transitioning to
sustainable patterns of production and consumption
and sustainable food systems that meet people’s
needs while remaining within planetary boundaries,
with the pledge listing six specific urgent actions that
signatory countries will take over the next ten years as
part of the UN Decade of Action to achieve Sustainable
Development and to put nature and biodiversity on a
path to recovery by 2030.

Read more about the details of SCP in this pledge and
the specific commitments that countries are making

 

First ever observance of the
International Day of Awareness of
Food Loss and Waste

Reducing food losses and waste is essential in a world
where the number of people affected by hunger has
been slowly on the rise since 2014, and tonnes of
edible food are lost and/or wasted every day, at all
stages of the food value chain .  The FAO has created
a website  dedicated to providing information and
opportunities to combat food loss and waste.

At a high-level event of the World Bank in conjunction
with the IDAFLW, the UN Deputy Secretary-General
noted the importance of scaling up efforts which are
“already being deployed to successfully reduce food
loss and waste along the entire supply chain, including
the levels of production, storage and processing,
markets and consumption”.

 See the full remarks of the UN Deputy Secretary-
General

 

Fireside chat during Biodiversity
Summit highlights role of SCP in facing
planetary crises

As part of the Biodiversity Summit which took place on
September 30th, the heads of UNDP, UNEP, the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) discussed
some of the most pressing biodiversity challenges of
our day.  Inger Anderson, Executive Director of UNEP,
staed that current unsustainable consumption and
production patterns are at the root of the three major
planetary crises of climate change, biodiversity and
pollution. 

 She noted that it is within our power to turn this
around, but it means rethinking major aspects of our
society such as food systems, cities and infrastructure,
and energy production and use.

Access the full agenda of the Biodiversity Summit and
the video recording

 

Key Insights from the Report to the
High-Level Political Forum 2020
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Inspiring and illustrating action
through concrete changes in practices

Shifting to SCP requires changing existing practices
and adopting new ones, such as processes, systems,
technologies, guidelines and standards. Identifying and
promoting successful and cost-effective changes is key
in supporting policy implementation and offers entry
points to measure impact and advocate for replicating
and scaling-up such changes.

In 2019, actors in the tourism sector addressed their
unsustainable practices, both in civil society
organisations and businesses. By addressing
sustainability in their value chains, increasing the share
of sustainable products, introducing zero waste
initiatives, recycling, and reducing single-use plastics
through cost-effective solutions, the actors improved
their material use, reduced their waste, and decreased
GHG emissions, while generating significant local water
and energy savings.

Click here to get inspired by the concrete changes in
practices implemented across the network within
tourism, food, construction and public procurement

 

Share your actions towards
sustainability

How are you supporting the shift to more sustainable
consumption and production practices? Have you
developed guidance material to help others succeed in
their sustainability transition? Or has your business or
organisation itself implemented changes in your value
chain to decrease your environmental footprint?

Go to www.oneplanetnetwork.org/reporting  to share
your efforts and inspire others.   

 

News

Consumer Information programme
updates on buildings, impacts of their
Guidelines, and more

The most recent update from the Consumer
Information programme is full of information,
including a new infographic  explaining the importance
of consumer information tools in buildings, which
complements the recently released report “ Consumer
Information Tools and Climate Change – Facilitating
low-carbon choices in Tourism, Buildings and Food
Systems ”.

This month the programme also shares results of a
survey highlighting the experiences of companies and
organisations that road-tested the application of the
flagship publication “Guidelines for Providing Product
Sustainability Information” . 

Click here for further information on these initiatives
and many others from the Consumer Information
programme
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Life Cycle Initiative highlights a series
of new developments on single-use
plastic products

This most recent update from the Life Cycle Initiative
features information on a series of recently published
and forthcoming reports on plastic pollution, in
particular single-use plastics. A series of four new
meta-analyses on single-use plastic products will be
delivered in the coming months. These studies will
inform the debate about pollution from single-use
plastic products during the upcoming fifth session of
the UN Environment Assembly.

Find out more about these reports and the other
latest news from the Life Cycle Initiative

 

Upcoming launch of Regional and
Global reports on Circular Built
Environment

The One Planet network’s Sustainable Buildings and
Construction Programme has been preparing regional
reports on the State of Play for Circular Built
Environment in Africa, Asia, Europe, Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries, Latin America and the
Caribbean, North America and Oceania. In addition to
regional outlooks, a global report has been produced
to summarise and compare the state of play regarding
circularity in different regions.

A soft launch of these all reports took place in June this
year. With feedback from international experts on the
reports and supported by a global survey on SDG
indicators for circular built environment, these reports
have now been finalised. The reports will be launched
at a special track of the Beyond 2020 Conference , 2-
4th November 2020.

Find out more about these reports and get
information on the upcoming launch

 

Opportunities to collaborate

Two sustainable public procurement
consultancy opportunities

The UN Environment Programme has two
opportunities for interested candidates to work on
sustainable public procurement.  Both opportunities
are part of an effort to implement a sustainable public
procurement initiative in the Eastern Caribbean. The
objective of this initiative is to mainstream sustainable
public procurement practices in the region through
knowledge dissemination, capacity building and the
development of a sustainable public procurement
policy, action plan and related tools, such as
guidelines. 

Click here for more information on both consultancy
opportunities
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Survey: Recommendations on tackling
plastic Pollution and COVID-19
recovery

Following the launch of the “ Recommendations for the
Tourism Sector to Continue Taking Action on Plastic
Pollution During COVID-19 Recover y” in July 2020, the
One Planet Sustainable Tourism Programme is
undertaking a survey among stakeholders to: 

Assess the impact of the Recommendations in
supporting tourism stakeholders
Understand how the Recommendations are being
used by the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative
network
Identify the factors limiting the use of the
recommendations by tourism stakeholders

This survey is open both to organisations that have, or
have not, used the Recommendations as part of their
plastics management strategy and/or COVID-19
response. 

Click here to participate in this global effort and take
the 5-7 minute survey

 

Call for papers - Sustainability Journal
Special Issue on Public Food
Procurement

Sustainability, an international Open Access journal
which provides an advanced forum for research
findings in areas related to sustainability and
sustainable development, is inviting research or
comprehensive review articles for consideration for
publication in a special issue.

The special on "Public Food Procurement: A
Transformative Instrument for Sustainable Food
Systems" will focus particularly on the use of public
food procurement policies as an instrument to
promote environmental sustainability and possible
means by which to measure its impacts, areas in which
research is currently lacking.

Find out more about this opportunity and the relevant
research topics which can contribute

 

New publications

Sustainable Lifestyles and Education
report highlights 17 stories of on-the-
ground innovations

The SLE Programme has supported 25 projects on the
ground (of which 17 were completed by 2019) that are
fostering the shift to more sustainable ways of living,
based on the unique contexts of local societies. This
new report elaborates on the essential points of these
projects, including the challenges of sustainable
lifestyles, opportunities utilised, actions taken, learning,
and other achievements.

Find out more about how these projects are co-
creating more sustainable ways of living
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Pathways for integrating socially
responsible public procurement in
municipalities

Public procurement expenditures of European Union
(EU) member states are enormous, accounting for
approximately 14 per cent of value creation in the EU.
By integrating sustainability criteria in tenders for
goods, works and services, municipalities can
significantly contribute to SDG 12.

This briefing paper analysed what could be done to
support the implementation of Socially Responsible
Public Procurement (SRPP) practices in German
municipalities, looking closely at regulatory,
institutional and individual dimensions.

Find out more and access the full briefing paper

 

Webinars

Webinar Series on Single Use Plastic
Products and Learnings

Each Tuesday in October

This webinar series will draw together a selection of
case studies illustrating government responses to
developments and implementing policy on single-use
plastic products pollution - with a particular interest in
cases where life-cycle thinking has been used to help
inform policy development.

The first webinar will dig deeper into Life Cycle Analysis
(LCA) studies on beverage containers, tableware,
nappies, feminine hygiene products, and the second
will look at LCA studies on shopping bags, beverage
bottles, and takeaway food packaging.

If you miss the first round, each webinar will be
presented again later in the month in order to
accommodate all time zones.

Find out more about this webinar series and how to
register

 

Webinar to introduce three free E-
learning courses on Life Cycle
Thinking

3 November 2020 (English), 4 November 2020
(Spanish)

A set of free online training courses on Life Cycle
Thinking  for students, government officials and
business people has been developed by the Life Cycle
Initiative. The courses introduce Life Cycle Thinking,
and demonstrate its value to different kinds of users.
The training materials can be used as a complement to
teaching curricula.

Three courses are available: 

Introduction to Life Cycle Thinking (in English,
Spanish, Portuguese, French and Arabic)
Life Cycle Thinking in Business Decision Making (in
English and Spanish)
Life Cycle Thinking in Policy Making (in English and
Spanish)

Find out more about these courses and register for
the introductory webinars taking place on November
3rd and 4th
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Changing how and what we eat: Who
can lead the way?

15 October 2020, 17h – 18h30 CET

This webinar will explore creative initiatives and
approaches already underway to inspire and help
unleash needed energy for action. Moreover, global
experts will address how the COVID context is affecting
people; what motivates effective (more sustainable)
behaviours; how cultural food influencers can feed a
growing global movement; and what new forms of
engagement are changing the landscape.

The webinar is part of the broader webinar series
‘Sustainable Living 1.5: Empowering People to live
better and lighter’   which explores the people lens –
how the power of people can be harnessed for
sustainability.

Find out more about the full agenda of the webinar
and register today

 

Tell me more and (maybe) I’ll do it:
consumer information for sustainable
decisions

20 October 2020, 14h – 15h30 CET

This webinar will explore the important role that
consumers play in the transition towards more
sustainable patterns of consumption and production
and the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal
12. 

Consumer information tools such as ecolabels or apps
can enable consumers to make more informed
choices. However, there are many challenges in
ensuring that the provision of reliable sustainability
information effectively leads to more sustainable
decisions.

Have a look at the full agenda and register

 

Events & E-courses

Online Certificate on Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD)

This 4-course Diploma Programme, aimed at primary
and secondary educators, will provide participants with
the opportunity to deepen understanding, knowledge
and skills to integrate Education for Sustainable
Development and Education for Global Citizenship into
classrooms, schools, and curricula. It contributes to the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals,
with a specific focus on SDG 4, target SDG 4.7.

Find out more about the courses and how you can
participate
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Sustainable Retail Summit

15 – 16 October 2020

The 2020 Sustainable Retail Summit, from the
Consumer Goods Forum, brings together hundreds of
world industry leaders to dream big and inspire even
bigger impacts. The online summit will allow for ample
networking opportunities and will bring the spirit of
the SRS straight to your screens.

Themes will range from what role sustainability will
play in the new world and the leadership, operational
and financial perspectives that can help drive the
positive change needed to build a better normal, post-
COVID-19.

Find out more about the agenda, speakers and how
you can register for this year’s virtual summit

 

24H Global Relay Conversation on
World Food Day

16 October 2020

Join a global discussion with celebrity chefs, indigenous
peoples, youth climate activists, small farmer
businesswomen, heads of state, and everyone in
between, on how in the next 10 years we must
transform our food systems.

This 24-hour Global Relay Conversation, led by the UN
Food Systems Summit and in partnership with the
Future Food Institute, will be an interactive and
relevant discussion for World Food Day, while also
acting as the official launch of the Food Systems
Summit Dialogues. This marathon online conversation
will provide an opportunity for governments,
communities and citizens to discuss what matters
most to them as we build back better to transform
food systems across the world.

Register now to receive updates leading up to this
online conversation

 

State of Play for Circular Built
Environment in Europe, Middle East
and North America

20 October 2020, 15h – 16h30 CET

The One Planet Sustainable Buildings and Construction
Programme is organising this side event of the World
Circular Economy Forum to share key findings from
three regional reports on circularity in the built
environment. Circularity assessment will be discussed,
and global conclusions and recommendations
debated. Building professionals from different
stakeholder groups and geographical regions are
invited to join to define action points to share good
practices and scale up implementation.

Find out more about this event and register to take
part
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India and Sustainability Standards
(ISS): International Dialogues and
Conference

28 – 30 October 2020

The Centre for Responsible Business' (CRB) annual
flagship conference convenes international and Indian
businesses, policymakers and all stakeholders to
dialogue and develop roadmaps across issues and
industry sectors – in supporting the momentum
towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Some of the themes to be discussed this year include:
Green, Inclusive and Equitable Recovery from COVID-
10; Global Solidarity and International Cooperation;
Governance of Value Chains, and much more.

Click here for more information about all of the
sessions of this year’s conference

 

Pre-Conference Workshops for the
UNESCO World Conference on
Education for Sustainable
Development

September 2020 – April 2021

Join UNESCO for an online workshop series on how
to transform society through learning with Education
for Sustainable Development (ESD), starting from
September 2020. The discussions will be organised in
the framework of the new programme ESD for
2030  and will lay the ground for the UNESCO World
Conference on ESD,  taking place on 17-19 May 2021, in
Berlin, Germany.

Find out more about the 7 online workshops taking
place through April 2021

 

Do you have a story or event you would like included in our Monthly Update? To be
considered, simply share a thumbnail picture, any relevant links and a brief description of

80 words or less in an e-mail to oneplanet@un.org . 

Come say hello!
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