
 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Shaping the economy of sustainable 
development 
An overview of policies and initiatives supporting the 
shift towards sustainable consumption and production 
patterns in Latin America and the Caribbean  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCE COPY 

The One Planet Network is the network of the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on 
Sustainable Consumption and Production 



 

2 

Copyright © United Nations Environment Programme, 2018. 
 
This technical report may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for educational or non-profit 
purposes without special permission from the copyright holder, provided acknowledgement of the source 
is made. UN Environment would appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that uses this technical 
report as a source.  
 
No use of this technical report may be made for resale or for any other commercial purpose whatsoever 
without prior permission in writing from the United Nations Environment Programme.  
 
Disclaimer 
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this report do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations Environment Programme concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area boundaries. Moreover, the views expressed do not 
necessarily represent the decision or the stated policy of the United Nations Environment Programme, 
nor does citing of trade names or commercial process constitute endorsement.  
 
UN Environment promotes environmentally sound practices globally and in its own activities. Our 
distribution policy aims to reduce UN Environment carbon footprint.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact details 

  
Fabienne Pierre (PhD)   email: fabienne.pierre@un.org  
Mainstreaming SCP policies   telephone: +33 1 4437 1426  
10YFP Secretariat UN Environment 
Economy Division  
1 Rue Miollis, Building VII,  
Paris France 75015  

 
 
 

mailto:fabienne.pierre@un.org


 

3 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  

 

Editorial supervision and coordination of the Latin American and Caribbean report: Fabienne 
Pierre (Ph.D.), Programme Officer, under the supervision of Charles Arden-Clarke, Head, UN 
Environment, Secretariat of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production.  

Authors: Jose Ramon Domenech, Consultant, UN Environment, Regional Office for Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

Survey design, methodology and data processing: Lewis Akenji and Ryu Koide IGES, Fabienne 
Pierre (Ph.D), Programme Officer, UN Environment 

Reviewers and inputs: Raquel Breda dos Santos, Ministry of Environment of Brazil, Shirley Soto 
Montero, Ministry of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica, Antonia Biggs Fuenzalida, Ministry of 
Environment of Chile, Adriana Zacarías, Resource Efficiency Coordinator, and Mateo Ledesma, 
Consultant, UN Environment, Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, Listya 
Kusumawati, Consultant, UN Environment, Secretariat of the 10-Year Framework of 
Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production.  

The report also benefited from the generous financing support the European Commission, 
Norway and Switzerland.   

 

  



 

4 

FIGURES, TABLES, AND MAPS 

Figure 1. Changes in commodity prices        p.11 

Figure 2. Sustainable Consumption and Production in national policy frameworks        p.20 

Figure 3. Distribution of reported policies         p.32 

Figure 4. Types of policy instruments reported        p.35 

Map 1. National frameworks addressing Sustainable Consumption and Production in 
Latin America and the Caribbean* 

      p.8, 23 

Table 1. Key Indicators for Latin America and the Caribbean p.12 

Table 2. Inter-American system and regional and sub-regional integration blocs p.15 

Table 3. Countries responded to the pilot survey and additional countries p.18 

Table 4. Countries domestic extraction, domestic material consumption, material 
footprint, material intensity, ecological footprint, and biocapacity 

p.19 

Table 5. Cleaner Production Centers in Latin America and the Caribbean p.21 

Table 6. National frameworks addressing Sustainable Consumption and Production in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 

p.25 

Table 7: Institutional/multi-stakeholder mechanisms         p.25 

Table 8: Examples of goals and deadlines for Brazil’s priorities p.31 

Table 9: Examples of reported sectoral initiatives p.33 

Table 10: Examples of reported initiatives based on partnerships / voluntary 
agreements 
 

p.36 

Table 11: Potential funding sources for sustainable consumption and production 
initiatives in Latin America and the Caribbean 

p.39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 

Abbreviations and acronyms 

10YFP 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production 
patterns 

ACTO Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization 
AFD Agence Française de Développement 
ALADI Association for Integration of Latin America  
ALBA Bolivarian Alliance for the peoples of our America  
BCIE Central American Bank for Economic Integration  
BRDE Brazilian Southern Regional Development Bank 
CAN Andean Community of Nations  
CARICOM Caribbean Community  
DFATD Development Agencies of Canada 
G20 Group of Twenty 
GDP Gross Domestic Product 
GHG Greenhouse Gas 
HDI Human Development Index 
IDB Inter-American Development Bank 
IICA Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture  
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development 
IGES Institute for Global Environmental Strategies  
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
MF Material footprint 
MERCOSUR Southern Common Market 
OAS Organization of American States  
OECD Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
UN Environment United Nations Environment Programme   
SCP Sustainable Consumptions and Productions  
SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 
SME Small Medium Enterprise 
SICA Central American Integration System  
WGEI Working Group on Environmental Indicators 

 

 

 

  



 

6 

 

Table of contents 

 

Acknowledgements…………………………………………………………………………………....  p.3 

  Figures, maps, and tables…………………………………………………………………………… p.4 

Abbreviations and acronyms………………………………………………………………………. p.5 

Executive summary………………………………………………………………………………………… p.7 

Essentials of Latin America and the Caribbean’s socio-economic and 
environmental profile…………………………………………………………………………………… p.10 

Regional cooperation frameworks and networks…………………………………………… p.13 

Laying the foundations for a policy baseline …………………………………………………… p.17 

Enabling conditions for change: the policy landscape for sustainable 
consumption and production in Latin America and the Caribbean …….…………… p.20 

 Sustainable consumption and production in national policy frameworks p.20 

 Institutional arrangements and stakeholder participation p.24 

 Monitoring and Indicators for Sustainable Consumption and Production p.25 

 Success story – Brazil: National Action Plan for Sustainable Consumption and 
Production 

p.26 

Seizing on-going efforts: taking stock of existing policy instruments………… p.32 

 Case Study – Argentina: Promoting Sustainable Public Procurement p.34 

 Case Study – Costa Rica: Environmental Recognition System  p.37 

 Case Study – Ecuador: Increasing Organic Product’s Consumer Confidence  p.39 

 Case Study – Chile: Choose to Live Healthy in Community Programme p.41 

The Way Forward………………………………………………………………………………………. p.44 

Index……………………………………………………………………………………………………………  p.47 

References…………………………………………………………………………………………………..  p.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

7 

 

Executive Summary  

Latin America and the Caribbean is an 
extremely diverse region environmentally, 
economically and culturally, with great 
opportunities for sustainable development 
ahead. The region also faces great challenges, 
which range from poverty to demographic 
dynamics and urbanization, vulnerability to 
extreme natural events, exacerbated by 
climate change, as well as dependency on the 
environment and natural resources. Almost 
80% of the population lives in cities, which 
makes this region the most urbanized one in 
the world.  

According to the World Bank, the average 
GDP per capita of the region was USD 8,499 
in 2015, close to global average, while the 
region’s Material Footprint (MF) per capita 
(10,3 tons) stands just above global average. 
In the meantime, 30 million people are at risk 
of sliding back into poverty or vulnerability.  

Latin American and Caribbean economies, 
especially those from South America, have 
been heavily based on exportation of 
commodities. With the new global economic scenario, which is notably based on lower 
commodity prices, the region is in search of new opportunities for diversification, which 
sustainable consumption and production markets could offer.  

In Latin America and the Caribbean, which includes 6 of the 17 megadiverse countries of the 
planet, the bio-capacity per capita is the highest in the world (5.31). Biodiversity is therefore 
of great value to this region, which also represents only 5% of the global Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions. In this context, transitioning to sustainable consumption and production 
represents a great opportunity for Latin America and the Caribbean, not only to support the 
economic development of the region, but also to address poverty and reduce inequalities 
while strengthening the efforts of the region towards the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and the implementation of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on 
Sustainable Consumption and Production.  

This report presents an overview of policies and initiatives related to sustainable 
consumption and production advanced by the governments of the Latin American and 
Caribbean region. Although not pretending to present an exhaustive overview, the report was 
developed based on extensive literature review as well as on the results of a pilot survey 
conducted by UN Environment, serving as Secretariat of the 10-Year Framework of 
Programmes, end of 2015, to which 12 Latin American and the Caribbean countries responded. 
The report provides key elements of the Latin American and Caribbean region’s socio-
economic and environmental profile, which sets the scene, an introduction to regional 
frameworks and networks promoting more sustainable consumption and production patterns 
across Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as an initial review of relevant national policy 
frameworks and instruments, with two objectives: understanding ongoing efforts to create 
the conditions for an economy of sustainable development, and laying the foundations for 

At the UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20) in 2012, Heads of State 
adopted the 10-Year Framework of Programmes 
on Sustainable Consumption and Production 
Patterns, a global framework for action to 
accelerate the shift towards sustainable 
consumption and production in both developed 
and developing countries. The central role of this 
framework in achieving sustainable development 
is affirmed under Agenda 2030 as a standalone 
target (12.1) calling for its implementation. 
The Framework aims at creating a global 
movement and generating collective impact 
through multiple channels, including six multi-
stakeholder programmes (food systems, public 
procurement, consumer information, lifestyles 
and education, tourism, buildings and 
construction), which serve as “accelerators” to 
develop, replicate and scale up policies and 
initiatives at all levels. It also fosters knowledge 
and experience sharing, and facilitates access to 
technical and financial resources for developing 
countries. UN Environment serves as the 
Secretariat.  
More information: www.oneplanetnetwork.org   

http://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/
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a baseline that can serve as a starting point to track progress on sustainable consumption 
and production policies, in the context of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and 
the Sustainable Development Goals.  

This report also present several case studies from Argentina, Chile, Ecuador and Costa Rica, 
as well as a country success story from Brazil, as inspiring examples of government-led 
initiatives for sustainable consumption and production.  

 
Latin America and the Caribbean’s approach to sustainable consumption and production 
Latin American and Caribbean governments have a long history supporting sustainable 
consumption and production on the political agenda at the national, regional and 
international levels. The region has been cooperating in the context of a solid political 
framework established as soon as 2003, which led to the establishment of the Regional 
Council on Sustainable Consumption and Production (formerly Regional Council of 
Government Experts on Sustainable Consumption and Production) as well as to the adoption 
of one of the first regional strategies for sustainable consumption and production. The region 
has continuously reiterated its commitment since then, including in March 2016 through the 
Forum of Ministers of Environment, which committed to support the implementation of the 
10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production and to 
maintain an active role in its promotion.  

Many Latin American and Caribbean countries envisage the shift to sustainable consumption 
and production as a rising opportunity to provide sustainable solutions to their most 
important needs and strategic priorities. According to this report, at least 19 Latin American 
and Caribbean countries have, in the past or recently, addressed sustainable consumption 
and production through national policy frameworks. The region was a pioneer in establishing 
national cleaner production policies, starting in 2004, and in developing specific sustainable 
consumption and production policies since 2010, reflecting the evolution of the approach 
globally, and the increasing importance of sustainable consumption issues. Even more 
recently, circular economy, sustainable development and green economy/green growth 
policy approaches have been used to address sustainable consumption and production 
themes.  

Map 1. National frameworks addressing Sustainable Consumption and Production in Latin 
America and the Caribbean* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business-oriented interventions play an important role in the region when it comes to 
promoting sustainable consumption and production. The sample of policies countries 
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reported on through the pilot survey conducted in 2015 shows a particularly strong focus on 
industry, corporate social responsibility, green jobs or technologies. Partnerships and 
voluntary agreements are also an important component of the reported policies, particularly 
as a means of engaging the private sector. On the other hand, economic and financial 
instruments do not represent many cases among the reported instruments, despite 
international recommendations. Those instruments, such as taxes, can effectively influence 
consumers’ behaviour but also often come along with high political costs.  

Efforts have been deployed at the regional level to develop a monitoring scheme dedicated 
to measuring progress towards sustainable consumption and production, including through 
the development of pilot indicators. Such a monitoring framework is needed to support 
countries in measuring the benefits resulting from the implementation of sustainable 
consumption and production policies or instruments, as well as to continue making strategic 
choices.  

 
Key challenges and opportunities 
- Implementing the regional strategy for sustainable consumption and production is key for 

Latin American and Caribbean countries to make progress under Agenda 2030, and they 
have built a powerful framework for cooperation to achieve this objective. There is also a 
strong coherence between the regional and national levels of action. However, stronger 
links with other key related instruments on sustainable development, climate change 
policies and others are needed. There is a strong interest in developing South-South 
cooperation within the region, as well as to see specific initiatives such as the “Sustainable 
Consumption and Production for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Initiative” better 
supported. Resource mobilization, through funding and investments, could also be 
approached from a regional cooperation perspective.  

- Together with the business case, capacity-building efforts are needed for institutional 
actors to capture the benefits associated with an economy based on resource efficiency 
and sustainable consumption and production patterns. Communications and awareness 
raising, as well as strengthening policy design and institutional capacities are perceived as 
priorities in terms of capacity-building.  

- Countries’ efforts to advance sustainable consumption and production can only be 
successful with the full engagement of all stakeholders, especially from the private sector, 
including in order to triggering the investments needed to transform the economy at scale. 
A lot of work is still needed for sustainable consumption and production objectives to be 
integrated into business models and management, and along the value chains in general, 
with the active engagement of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises and multinational 
companies.  

- Many remain unaware of the consequences the “business as usual” development path, 
together with lifestyles based on consumerism, will have in the short and on the long term. 
Awareness-raising and communications are key to better inform citizens and promote 
sustainable lifestyles, not only highlighting environmental benefits but also social and 
economic ones. This is also a condition for the development and extension of a domestic 
markets for sustainable products in the region. 
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Essentials of Latin America and the Caribbean’s 
socio-economic and environmental profile  

 
The Latin America and the Caribbean region counts 33 
countries1 and four sub-regions: Andean, Caribbean, 
Southern Cone and Mesoamerica. With more than 633 
million inhabitants, the majority of which lives in 
urban areas and belongs to the middle-income class, 
the region represents around 8,6% of the global 
population. This description, however, masks a very 
strong heterogeneity and large inequalities between 
and within countries. The region indeed counts a 
number of upper-middle income countries, which are 
also members of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and of the 
Group of Twenty (G20), but also Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) with particular vulnerabilities 
as well as heavily indebted and poor countries.  
 
The region faces great challenges, which range from 
poverty eradication, to demographic dynamics and 
urbanization, vulnerability to extreme natural events, 
exacerbated by climate change, as well as dependency 
on the environment and natural resources (United Nations, 2013). Although poverty did reduce 
over the last decade in the region, it has started increasing again, with initial estimations of 30 
million people at risk of sliding back into poverty or vulnerability. As a result of the transition 
from high to low levels of mortality and fertility, all countries are experiencing substantial 
changes in the age structure of their populations and demographic dynamics. Almost 80% of 
the population lives in cities, which makes Latin America and the Caribbean being considered 
the most urbanized region in the world.  
 
According to key institutional indicators such as the Human Development Index, these figures 
reflect very strong disparities. For instance, according to the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP)2, the region includes a large number of “High Human Development” countries, such as 
Brazil, Ecuador, Colombia, Costa Rica and Mexico, but also “Low Human Development” countries 
with such as Paraguay, Honduras and Haiti, among others, as well as a couple of countries of 
which human development is considered “Very High”, such as Chile and Argentina.  
 
Latin American and Caribbean economies, especially those from South America, have been 

                                                           
1 Andean: Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela; Caribbean: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, 

Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent 
& Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago; Southern Cone: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay; 
Mesoamerica: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama. 
2  UNDP releases five indices each year: the Human Development Index (HDI), the Inequality-Adjusted Human 
Development Index (IHDI), the Gender Development Index (GDI), the Gender Inequality Index (GII), and the 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI).  

Few facts and figures 
- Four sub-regions, 33 countries and 

very diverse contexts  

- More than 633 million inhabitants 

- The most urbanized region in the 
world: 80% live in cities 

- GDP and ecological footprint per 
capita close to global average  

- Economies often based on 
exportation of commodities 

- Most important industries: mining 
and oil, manufacturing, agricultural 
and livestock sectors  

- 6 of the 17 megadiverse countries 
of the planet, one half of the 
world’s tropical forests 

- Poverty reduced over the last 10 
years, but 30 million people at risk 
of sliding back into vulnerability 
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heavily based on exportation of commodities (food and beverage, oils and oilseeds, forestry 
and agricultural raw materials, minerals and metals, among others). Most important industries 
are therefore those of the mining and oil, manufacturing, agricultural and livestock sectors, 
although income from tourism has been growing in importance for several countries such as 
Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, the Dominican Republic, Chile, Peru, Cuba or Colombia. According to 
the World Bank, the average GDP per capita of the region was USD 8, 157 in 2016, which was 
very close to the global average but still very far from the GDP per capita of Europe (USD 22,122) 
or North America (USD 54,579). For a decade, the continued and unusually strong rise of 
commodity prices supported rapid economic growth across the region, including an average 
growth rate of 5.5 percent for South American economies.  
 
However, the new global economic scenario, which is 
notably based on lower commodity prices, brings the 
region to re-evaluate the foundations of its economy. 
According to the OECD, the productivity gap in the region 
is a persistent problem that reflects the low 
diversification of the region’s economy, its specialization 
in sectors that are not technology-intensive and tend to 
generate low investment in research, development and 
innovation (OECD, 2012).  
 

Figure 1. Changes in commodity prices 

 
Source: Thomson Reuters Eikon 

 
Although the region has improved significantly in recent years with regards to labour 
productivity (amount of real GDP produced by an hour of labor), there is still a wide range of 
opportunities to improve energy / material productivity as well as material intensity. Resource 
Use and Efficiency data from 2010 (Schandl et al. (2015) show that the region’s Material 
Footprint per capita (10,3 tons) stands just above global average, although three times greater 
than in Africa, but stays well below developed and wealthy regions such as Europe and North 
America. Similarly, material intensity in Latin America is greater than global average (2.05), and 
nearly 4,5 times greater than in North America, although it reflects a better performance with 
regards to resource efficiency than in other regions (Asia Pacific: 2.73; Africa: 3.07).  
 

Table 1. Key Indicators for Latin America and the Caribbean 

A diversification of the economy 
promoting sustainable consumption 
and production could benefit to 
Latin America and the Caribbean, 
generating new investments in 
research, development and 
innovation.  
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Population  
(million capita) (2015) 

633 GDP per capita (USD) 
(2016) 

8,157 Human 
Development 
Index (2014) 

0.74 

Domestic Material 
Consumption (million 
tonnes) (2010) 

6,885  Material Intensity 
(kg/USD) (2010)*4 

2.0 Energy 
Productivity 
(USK/kJ) (2010) *2 

164 

Material Footprint per 
capita (ton/capita) 
(2010) 

10.3 Ecological Footprint per 
capita (global ha/capita) 
(2012) 

2.8 Carbon Footprint 
per capita (ton-
CO2/capita) 
(2010) 

3.1 

Domestic Material 
Consumption per capita 
(kg/capita) (2010) 

11.6 Biocapacity per capita 
(gha per person) (2012) 

5.3 CO2 emissions 
per capita (ton-
CO2/capita) 
(2010) 

3.0 

Material Productivity 
(USD/kg) (2010) *1 

0.50 Total Primary Energy 
Supply per capita 
(kJ/capita) (2010) 

58 Labour 
Productivity 
(thousand 
USD/labour) 
(2016)*3 

34 

Note: *1 GDP divided by Domestic Material Consumption *2 GDP divided by Total Primary Energy Supply, *3 GDP 
divided by total number of employment *4 Domestic Material Consumption divided by GDP. 
Sources: Population, GDP, CO2 emissions: The World Bank Group (2016); Human Development Index: United Nations 
Development Programme (2016); Domestic Material Consumption, Material Footprint and Domestic Material 
Consumption per capita: Schandl et al. (2015); Material intensity: UN Environment (2010); Total Primary Energy Supply 
per capita and Energy Productivity: International Energy Agency (2016); Labour productivity: The Conference Board 
(2016), Carbon footprint : Norwegian University of Science and Technology and Center for International Climate and 
Environment Research (2013); Ecological footprint and Biocapacity: Global Footprint Network (2016).  

 
Latin America and the Caribbean’s ecological footprint per capita (2.8 ha/per capita) is very 
close to global average. In the meantime, the region has the highest bio-capacity per capita in 
the world (5.3), including 6 of the 17 megadiverse countries of the planet. Biodiversity is 
therefore of great value to the region, with 20% of its terrestrial and marine areas being 
protected. The region holds almost one half of the world’s tropical forests, 33% of its total 
mammals, 35% of its reptilian species, 41% of its birds and 50% of its amphibians (UNEP, 2010). 
In terms of Climate Change and GHG emissions, Latin America and the Caribbean is estimated 
to represent only 5% of the global Greenhouse Gas emissions. In 2011, GHG emissions in Latin 
America and the Caribbean by sector were as follows: energy (43%), agriculture (28%), land use 
and forestry (21%), waste (6%) and industry (3%). (ECLAC, 2015) 
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Regional cooperation frameworks and networks 
 

There is a rich collaboration within the Latin American and 
Caribbean region around the environment, and more 
specifically around sustainable consumption and 
production. Through the Latin American and Caribbean 
Regional Forum of Ministers of Environment, the region 
has been holding a bi-annual discussion at the highest 
political level for more than 10 years. Following the 
adoption of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, 
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) also created a High Level 
Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development that took place, for the first time, in Mexico 
in April 2017 to support the progress of the region towards the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).  
Cooperating in the context of a solid political framework, the region established the Regional 
Council on Sustainable Consumption and Production (formerly Regional Council of Government 
Experts on Sustainable Consumption and Production) in 2003, and later its Executive Committee. 
That same year, the first Regional Strategy on Sustainable Consumption and Production was 
adopted. Latin America and the Caribbean was also one of the first regions to get involved in 
promoting sustainable consumption and production at the international level, with its active 
participation in the former voluntary “Marrakech Process”3. 
 
The bi-annual Forum of Ministers of Environment has been positioning sustainable consumption 
and production at the highest political level and as one of its key priorities. During its last 
meeting, held in Cartagena (Colombia) in March 2016, the Ministers of Environment of the 
region decided to:  
 
- Reiterate the commitment of the region to support the implementation of the 10-Year 

Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production and to maintain an 
active role in its promotion; 

- Invite countries to work towards the implementation of the Regional Strategy for 
Sustainable Consumption and Production and its roadmap; 

- Reiterate its support to strengthen the National Focal Points and Stakeholder Focal Points 
for the 10-Year Framework of Programmes; 

- Highlight the importance of sustainable cities and lifestyles, small and medium enterprises 
and integrated waste management for the region as well as the link between sustainable 
consumption and production, climate change and biodiversity;  

- Continue to work on the development and harmonization of indicators to measure progress 
on sustainable consumption and production, coordinating this task with existing initiatives 
in the region while seeking synergies, especially in the context of Agenda 2030 and the 
Sustainable Development Goals;  

- Ratify Executive Committee members for the 2016-2018 period.  
 

                                                           
3 For more information on the Marrakech Process for Sustainable Consumption and Production see 
https://esa.un.org/marrakechprocess 

Latin American and Caribbean 
governments have a long history 
supporting sustainable 
consumption and production on 
the political agenda at the 
national, regional and 
international levels. 

https://esa.un.org/marrakechprocess
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The Regional Council on Sustainable Consumption and Production held its first meeting in 2003 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and met 8 times since then4. It gathers National Focal Points officially 
nominated by the governments of each country of the Latin American and Caribbean region.  

The work of the Regional Council is coordinated by 
an Executive Committee that gathers eight members, 
including two from each sub-region: Mesoamerica, 
Caribbean, Andean and Southern Cone. The main 
objective of the Executive Committee is to enhance 
regional coordination and action to strengthen 
cooperation between concerned stakeholders to 
support the implementation of the 10-Year 
Framework of Programmes in the region. It also 
serves as a regional platform to coordinate action 
with the Regional Council, the Secretariat and the 
Board of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes.  
 
The Latin American and Caribbean Regional 
Strategy on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production was reviewed and updated through a 
broad participatory consultation conducted in 2015 
to reflect the adoption of the 10-Year Framework 
of Programmes as well as of Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development. A regional roadmap, 
which includes a number of financed projects and 

activities, was also adopted to operationalize the implementation of the Strategy at the 
regional and national level. 
 
Nine priorities were clearly identified in the regional strategy for the period 2015-2022, which 
include the themes and sectors covered by the programme of the 10-Year Framework:  
- National sustainable consumption and production policies, programmes and strategies; 
- Sustainable public procurement; 
- Sustainable lifestyles and education; 
- Consumer information; 
- Sustainable tourism, including ecotourism; 
- Sustainable buildings and construction;  
- Sustainable food systems; 
- Small and Medium Enterprises (SME); 
- Integrated waste management.  
 
Countries from the region have built cooperation at a political and economic level through 
numerous inter-governmental agreements and organizations, the most relevant of which are 
presented in the table below. Those agreements and organizations are all relevant to regional 
efforts towards sustainable consumption and production and could be further engaged to 
support the implementation of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes as well as Agenda 2030 
for Sustainable Development in a well-coordinated and integrated way.  

 

                                                           
4 Argentina (2003), Nicaragua (2003 and 2005), Brazil (2007), Colombia (2009), Ecuador (2011), Peru (2013) and Panama (2015) 

Objectives of the Regional Council 
on Sustainable Consumption and 

Production 
- Identify effective mechanisms for 

implementing the Regional 
Strategy, the policies and 
programmes that promote and 
facilitate the adoption of 
sustainable patterns of 
consumption and production; 

- Contribute to the 
implementation of the 10-Year 
Framework of Progammes and 
make recommendations to its 
board; 

- Make recommendations for 
approval of the Forum of 
Ministers of Environment of Latin 
America and the Caribbean.  
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Table 2. Inter-American system and Regional and sub-regional integration blocs 
 

ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

Andean Community of 
Nations (CAN) 

A voluntary community of four countries (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and 
Peru) that aims at achieving a more integrated, balanced and 
autonomous development, through Andean, South American and Latin 
American integration. 

Amazon Cooperation 
Treaty Organization 
(ACTO) 

An intergovernmental organization formed by eight countries (Bolivia, 
Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela) to 
encourage sustainable development and social inclusion in the region. 

Association for 
Integration of Latin 
America (ALADI) 

One of the biggest Latin-American integration group with thirteen 
members (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, 
México, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela). It aims at 
supporting the establishment of a common Latin American market. 

Bolivarian Alliance for 
the peoples of our 
America (ALBA) 

An integration platform to promote self-determination, the identity of 
the peoples, solidarity, complementarity, justice and cooperation. 
Member countries are: Venezuela, Cuba, Bolivia, Nicaragua, 
Commonwealth of Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda, Ecuador, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines and Santa Lucia. 

Inter-American Institute 
for Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA)  

The specialized agency of the Inter-American System for Agriculture. It 
supports its Member States in agricultural development and rural well-
being. 

Latin American and 
Caribbean Economic 
System 

A regional intergovernmental organization of 27 countries, which 
provides the region with a system of consultation and coordination for 
the adoption of common positions and strategies on economic issues at 
the international level. It also fosters cooperation and integration among 
the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Meso America Project 

Developed by ten Mesoamerican countries, it aims at strengthening 
regional integration and promoting economic and social development of 
the participating countries. Member countries are: México, Guatemala, 
Belize, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panamá, Colombia 
and Dominican Republic. 

Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States 

An inter-governmental organization dedicated to economic 
harmonization and integration, protection of human and legal rights, and 
good governance in the Eastern Caribbean. Member states are: Antigua 
and Barbuda, Commonwealth of Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, the 
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, British Virgin Islands, Anguilla and Martinique. 

Pacific Alliance An initiative for regional integration including Chile, Colombia, Mexico and 
Peru. Its objectives are to build a deep integration towards the free 
movement of goods, services, resources and people, to stimulate growth, 
development and competitiveness, and to become a platform for political 
articulation, economic and commercial integration, with emphasis on the 
Asia-Pacific region. UN Environment has been generating synergies with 
the Sustainable Public Procurement and Eco-labelling Project.  

http://www.comunidadandina.org/
http://www.comunidadandina.org/
http://otca.pagina-oficial.com/
http://otca.pagina-oficial.com/
http://otca.pagina-oficial.com/
http://www.aladi.org/sitioAladi/index.html
http://www.aladi.org/sitioAladi/index.html
http://www.aladi.org/sitioAladi/index.html
http://alba-tcp.org/
http://alba-tcp.org/
http://alba-tcp.org/
http://www.iica.int/en
http://www.iica.int/en
http://www.iica.int/en
http://www.sela.org/en/
http://www.sela.org/en/
http://www.sela.org/en/
http://www.proyectomesoamerica.org/joomla/
http://www.oecs.org/
http://www.oecs.org/
http://alianzapacifico.net/en/
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Southern Common 
Market (MERCOSUR) 

A process of regional integration involving Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, 
Uruguay, Venezuela and Bolivia. Its main goal is to foster a common 
space that generates commercial and investment opportunities through 
the competitive integration of national economies into the international 
market 

Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) 

A grouping of twenty countries (15 Member States and 5 Associate 
Members) – all island States and mainly considered developing countries 
(except from Belize, Guyana and Suriname). It rests on four main pillars: 
economic integration; foreign policy coordination; human and social 
development; and security.  

POLITICAL COOPERATION 

Central American 
Integration System 
(SICA) 

Gathering Belize, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panamá, the objective of SICA is 
to help Central America become a region of Peace, Freedom, Democracy 
and Development.  

Organization of 
American States (OAS) 

Bringing together all 35 independent states of the Americas, OAS 
constitutes a major political, juridical, and social inter-governmental 
forum. OAS has also granted permanent observer status to 69 states, as 
well as to the European Union (EU). The organization has four pillars: 
democracy, human rights, security, and development 

The Ibero-American 
Secretariat General  

An international support organization for the 22 countries forming the 
Ibero-American community: the 19 Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking 
countries in Latin America and those of the Iberian Peninsula, Spain, 
Portugal and Andorra. It drives the Ibero-American cooperation in the 
areas of education, social cohesion and culture. 

OTHER TRADE AGREEMENTS 
G3 Free Trade Agreement (FTA), the Dominican Republic – Central America Free Trade Agreement 
(DR-CAFTA), North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

Source: UN Environment 2016  

 

  

http://www.mercosur.int/
http://www.mercosur.int/
http://www.caricom.org/
http://www.caricom.org/
https://www.sica.int/
https://www.sica.int/
https://www.sica.int/
http://www.oas.org/
http://www.oas.org/
http://segib.org/en/
http://segib.org/en/
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Laying the foundations for a policy baseline in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 

This report is the Latin American and Caribbean chapter of a series dedicated to national 
sustainable consumption and production policies and initiatives worldwide – Shaping the 
Economy of Sustainable Development5. It builds on the results of the pilot survey conducted by 
the Secretariat of the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production end of 2015, in close cooperation with National Focal Points, to collect information 
on policies and initiatives at country level. It also builds on information regularly collected by the 
Secretariat on national policy frameworks addressing sustainable consumption and production 
issues6 as well as on reliable sources of information including from key global and regional 
institutions and initiatives  

Late 2015, twelve Latin American and Caribbean 
countries out of the 33 countries of the region (36.4%), 
participated in the pilot survey, with varying response 
rates at sub-regional level: Southern Cone (60%), 
Mesoamerica (43%), Andean (40%), and Caribbean 
(25%), including the English-speaking Caribbean sub-
region (14%).  

The countries that participated in the 2015 pilot survey 
are extremely diverse in terms of population size: from 
91,820 in Antigua and Barbuda to more than 207 million 
in Brazil. They also count among them 10 countries with “high human development”, by 
standards of the Human Development Index (Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Ecuador, 
Peru, Brazil, Mexico, Cuba, Costa Rica, Antigua and Barbuda) and two with “very high human 
development” (Argentina and Chile), Chile being one of the richest countries in terms of GDP 
per capita in the region.   

Through complementary sources of information, as mentioned above, information on national 
policy frameworks addressing or relevant to sustainable consumption and production was 
collected for another 8 Latin American and Caribbean countries, including Barbados, Belize, 
Bolivia, Colombia, Honduras, Nicaragua and Uruguay.   

The full group of countries considered in this report, including countries having responded to 
the pilot survey and additional countries, is reasonably well balanced regionally, with all sub-
regional groups represented in the enlarged sample.  

 

 

  

                                                           
5 To access the full report, check the Global SCP Clearinghouse at www.oneplanetnetwork.org   
6 This inventory has been developed by the 10YFP Secretariat based on information collected through the Pilot Survey 
on National Sustainable Consumption and Production Policies and Initiatives, as well as through other key platforms. 
It is not exhaustive and is regularly being updated, and therefore may not reflect all the initiatives taken by Member 
States at policy level to advance sustainable consumption and production.  

More than half of the nominated 
National Focal Points in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (24 in 
total) participated in the 2015 
pilot survey: Antigua and 
Barbuda, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Jamaica, Mexico and Peru.  

http://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/
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Table 3. Countries considered in the report and key indicators 

COUNTRY SUB-REGION 
POPULATION 

(THOUSANDS) 

[1] 

GDP PER 

CAPITA [2] 
HDI 2015 [3] 

AVERAGE 

ANNUAL HDI 
GROWTH (2010-

2015) [4] 
Antigua and 
Barbuda* 

Caribbean 91.82 13,709 0.786 (high) 0.08 

Argentina* Southern Cone 43,417 10,502 0.827 (very 
high) 

0.28 

Barbados Caribbean 284 15,971 0.795 (high) 0.37 

Belize Mesoamerica  359 4,392 0.706 (high) 0.19 

Bolivia Andean 10,724 2,392 0.674 (medium) 0.77 

Brazil* Southern Cone 207,848 11,212 0.754 (high) 0.83 

Chile* Southern Cone 17,948 14,661 0.847 (very 
high) 

0.65 

Colombia Andean 48,229 7,448 0.727 (high) 0.76 

Costa Rica* Mesoamerica 4,807 9,238 0.776 (high) 0.64 

Cuba* Caribbean 11,389 6,486 0.775 (high) -0.13 

Dominican 
Republic* 

Caribbean 10,528 6,553 0.722 (high) 0.54 

Ecuador* Andean 16,144 5,337 0.739 (high) 0.83 

El Salvador Mesoamerica 6,127 3,853 0.680 (high) 0.41 

Guatemala* Mesoamerica 16,343 3,052 0.640 (high) 1.00 

Honduras Mesoamerica 8,075 2,313 0.625 (high) 0.45 

Jamaica* Caribbean 2,793 4,880 0.730 (high) 0.22 

Mexico* Mesoamerica 127,017 9,511 0.762 (high) 0.44 

Nicaragua Mesoamerica 6,082 1,849 0.645 (medium) 0.82 

Peru* Andean 31,377 5,935 0.740 (high) 0.53 

Uruguay Southern Cone 3,432 13,944 0.795 (high) 0.37 

Region NA 1,186,000 NA 0.523 (sub-
Saharan Africa) 

1.04 (sub-
Saharan Africa) 

World NA 7,347,000 10,194 0.717 0.61 

Source: [1] Population and [2]GDP per capita (constant 2010 USD): The World Bank Group (2016); [3] and [4] HDI: 
United Nations Development Programme (2016).   
With *: countries having participated in the pilot survey conducted un 2015 by the 10YFP Secretariat.  

 

These countries also form an interesting group from an environmental and resource efficiency 
standpoint, with a lot of diversity with regards to extraction of domestic resources, ecological 
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footprint or other indicators related to material intensity and footprint (see table below). All 
those indicators and figures naturally need to be looked at considering population sizes and 
other key socio-economic factors. For instance, strong disparities can be observed within this 
group in terms of material intensity, with an average of 2.73kg per dollar of GDP in USD, showing 
a great potential to improve resource efficiency throughout production processes. These 
disparities can also be observed with material footprint per capita, with 13 countries below the 
regional average of 10.32 tons per capita and 7 countries above. Finally, within this group of 20 
countries, 11 have an ecological footprint that exceeds bio-capacities nationally.  

Table 4. Countries domestic extraction, domestic material consumption, material 
footprint, material intensity, ecological footprint, and biocapacity 

Country Domestic 
extraction 

(Total tons) 
2010 

Domestic 
material 

consumption 
(Total) 2010 

Material 
Footprint 
per capita 
(Tons per 

capita) 
2010 

Material 
Intensity 

(Total) (kg 
per dollar of 
GDP in USD) 

2010 

Ecological 
footprint 
per capita 
(gha per 
person) 

2013 

Biocapacity 
per capita 
(gha per 
person) 

2013 

Antigua and 
Barbuda* 

685,510 889,920 22.20 0.88 4.10 0.94 

Argentina* 637,362,688 573,182,528  12.06   1.95  3.73 6.78 

Barbados 1,533,430 1,976,141  13.00   0.49  3.36 0.16 

Belize 3,836,478 3,902,498  9.10   3.08  3.06 16.86 

Bolivia 104,897,448 95,962,530  4.56   8.03  3.02 8.85 

Brazil* 2,914,813,432 2,403,232,999  13.0   4.99  4.35 3.67 

Chile* 786,424,532  737,464,836   17.40   1.37  1.89 3.71 

Colombia 356,162,867  250,195,745   7.87   1.26  2.48 1.53 

Costa Rica* 35,494,074  31,451,460   5.80   1.56  1.86 0.76 

Cuba* 88,835,960  86,459,802   7.21   0.92  1.53 0.56 

Dominican 
Republic* 

40,113,509  43,430,703   4.42   2.37  4.10 0.94 

Ecuador* 143,361,242  116,355,723   8.91   1.63  Not 
available 

Not 
available 

El Salvador 29,319,573  29,848,971   5.04   2.49  1.89 0.59 

Guatemala* 88,958,638  80,988,040   3.44   3.79  1.70 0.95 

Honduras 41,757,994  44,183,994   4.09   1.73  1.71 1.74 

Jamaica* 22,712,800  18,945,394   7.18   1.09  1.89 0.40 

Mexico* 1,191,353,225  
1,035,723,004  

 8.39   4.03  2.56 1.21 

Nicaragua 28,775,189  28,887,322   3.35   6.96  1.43 2.29 

Peru* 768,389,690  739,430,306   12.17   5.26  2.34 3.88 

Uruguay 117,900,221  120,468,353   32.37   0.88  3.30 10.21 

Region 7,458,839,094 6,846,134,202 10.32 2.05 2.75 5.31 

World 71,431,317,218 71,274,515,079 10.1 1.33 2.87 1.71 

*Source: UNEP Live (Domestic extraction, Domestic material consumption, Material Footprint (Total) per capita, Material 
Intensity), 2010 data and Global Footprint Network (Ecological footprint per capita and biocapacity per capita) 2013 data.  
With *: countries having participated in the pilot survey conducted un 2015 by the 10YFP Secretariat.  
 



 

20 

Enabling conditions for change 
The policy landscape for sustainable consumption and 
production in Latin America and the Caribbean  

Many Latin American and Caribbean countries envisage the 
shift to sustainable consumption and production as a rising 
opportunity to provide sustainable solutions to most 
important needs and urgencies at the national level, and as an 
instrument to improve their competitiveness. Given the 
transversal dimension of sustainable consumption and 
production, well reflected in Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 
Development and the Sustainable Development Goals, they 
are looking at this shift as a key driving factor to support them 
to achieve not only environmental objectives but also social 
and economic progress.  

Sustainable Consumption and Production in national policy frameworks 

The information collected through the 2015 pilot survey and complementary research show that, 
at least 19 Latin American and Caribbean countries have, in the past or recently, addressed 
sustainable consumption and production through national policy frameworks. Within this 
group of 19, 8 have addressed sustainable consumption and production with a specific national 
action plan, 4 in the context of their national (sustainable) development strategy and 7 as part 
of their national cleaner production or related strategy. While cleaner production strategies 
were elaborated between 2004 and 2010, specific sustainable consumption and production 
policies tend to be more recent (after 2010), reflecting the evolution of the concept and 
approach in the region as well as globally, and the increasing importance of sustainable 
consumption issues.   

 

 

*Source: UN Environment (sample: 19 countries)  

 

 

Figure 2. Sustainable Consumption and Production in national policy frameworks 

Employment, energy, 
health, transportation and 
many other critical issues 
for the region could find 
sustainable solutions 
through sustainable 
consumption and 
production approaches. 
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According to available information, Cuba and Uruguay were the first two countries in the region 
to develop a specific national action plan in 2010. While Chile recently officially adopted its 
National Programme for Sustainable Consumption and Production (July 2016), Brazil has been 
advancing in the implementation of the second cycle of its own, which was initially adopted in 
2011. Honduras, with the support of the 10YFP Secretariat, has started the development of a 
National Action Plan that to be launched officially in 2018.  

Those national action plans or programmes identify priorities 
that are specific to the reality and objectives of each 
country, although there are a few themes that are commonly 
identified. Those themes are usually in line with the priorities 
identified in the Latin American and Caribbean Regional 
Strategy, including the six themes and sectors of the 10-Year 
Framework of Programmes, together with Small and 
Medium Enterprises and Integrated Waste Management, 
which are also directly supported by the Regional Forum of 
Ministries of Environment.  

In addition to those having adopted a specific policy framework, a number of Latin American 
and Caribbean countries have chosen as a priority, since the late 1990’ and until today, to 
mainstream sustainable consumption and production into other national policies.  

Supported by the UN Industrial Development Organization and UN Environment, Cleaner 
Production Centres were established between 1995 and 2015 in several countries with the 
objective of promoting sustainable ways of producing goods and services through awareness 
raising awareness, capacity building, technology transfer and technical assistance to the private 
and public sectors.  

Table 5. Cleaner Production Centers in Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

Source: http://www.recpnet.org/members/ (Resource Efficient and Cleaner Production Network)  

Country Organization 

Argentina Technological Centre for Sustainability, 2004 

Bolivia Centre for Promotion of Sustainable Technologies (CPTS), 1995 

Brazil National Center for Clean Technologies SENAI – CNTL, 1998 

Colombia National Center for Cleaner Production and Environmental Technologies, 1998 

Costa Rica Foundation Center of Technological Management and Industrial Informatics – 
CEGESTI, 1990 

Cuba National Cleaner Production Network, 2001 

Dominican 
Republic 

National Network for Cleaner Production and Efficient and Sustainable Use of 
Resources, 2014 

El Salvador National Cleaner Production Center, 1998 

Guatemala Guatemalan Cleaner Production Center, 1999 

Honduras National Center for Cleaner Production in Honduras, 2010 (1998) 

Mexico Bajío Cleaner Production Centre, 2004 

Nicaragua Cleaner Production Center, 1998 

Paraguay Eco-efficiency Center of Paraguayan Association for Quality, 1988 

Peru Eco-efficiency and social responsibility Center, 2002 

Cleaner Production policies 
have been used as an 
effective mechanism to 
introduce the issue in many 
countries, especially before 
2010 and in Central 
America. 

http://www.recpnet.org/members/
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The Latin American network for cleaner production - 
CPlatinet - was first created in 2003 to bring together 
Cleaner Production initiatives from 12 countries in the 
region. Members established a knowledge 
management system and started to develop and apply 
common approaches and collaborate in joint projects. 
After 10 years, CPLatinet became the Latin America and 
Caribbean Regional Chapter of RECPnet . 

The life cycle approach (LCA), including through the development of Life Cycle Analysis 
databases, has also been gaining momentum in the region as a tool to support the design of 
policies with sustainable consumption and production objectives. For instance, the Ibero-
American Network on LCA and biannual International Conference on LCA were established in 
2005. A survey conducted in 2014 identified one operational LCA database (CADIS, 2015) as well 
as clusters of datasets in Brazil and Chile, while Colombia, Peru, Argentina and Costa Rica are at 
an early stage of considering the best ways to establish databases. UN Environment is working 
in the region through the Life Cycle Initiative7 helping advance many of the methodological 
areas in life cycle assessment that have emerged in the past 15 years. This includes the most 
recent consensus building exercise on life cycle impact indicators for several impact areas. This 
is contributing to the mainstreaming of Life Cycle Assessment in public policies and plans for 
sustainable consumption and production. Mexico and Colombia are members of the 
International Resource Panel8 (IRP), which is generating science-based knowledge to support 
countries in their policy development processes. 

More recently, Circular economy, Sustainable Development and Green Economy/Green 
Growth policy approaches have been used to address sustainable consumption and 
production themes. For example, Colombia is planning to launch its Circular Economy policy and 
Barbados has included in its Sustainable Development Policy and Action Plan a strong 
component on education and capacity building which specifically includes sustainable 
consumption and production as a key element. Another mainstreaming example is Belize, with 
its National Development Framework 2010-2030 which integrates sustainability in identified key 
sectors such as agriculture, tourism, Small and Medium Enterprises and public investments. 
Costa Rica is working on a special Executive Order to mainstream sustainable consumption and 
production into National Planning. 

In other countries, such as Ecuador and Bolivia, sustainable consumption and production can 
be approached and mainstreamed with a focus on the social dimension of development. In 
Ecuador, the “National Plan of Good Living 2013-2017” includes objectives related to the 
sustainable transformation of the productive sector (goal 10.4) as well as to sustainable 
consumption (goal 7.9), among other references. In Bolivia, the “Economic and Social 
Development Plan in the framework of the integral development to Living Well 2016-2020", 
includes the development of tools and mechanisms to promote sustainable consumption and 
production in harmony with “Mother Earth”, with particular emphasis on traditional 
communities and indigenous knowledge.  

 

 

                                                           
7 More information at: http://www.lifecycleinitiative.org/  
8 More information: www.unep.org/resourcepanel/  

Between 2003 and 2013, CPLatinet 
members provided technical 
support to 4,830 enterprises. They 
achieved annual reductions in 
GHG emissions of 652 kton, waste 
generation by 981 kton and water 
conservation of 61 Gl.  

http://www.lifecycleinitiative.org/
http://www.unep.org/resourcepanel/
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Map 1. National frameworks addressing Sustainable Consumption and Production in 
Latin America and the Caribbean* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTRY POLICY TITLE 

Brazil Brazil SCP Action Plan 2011, 2016-2020 

Chile Chile SCP National Programme, 2016 

Colombia 
National Policy on SCP, 2011 
Circular economy Policy (under development, 2017) 

Cuba 
National Consumption and Production Program Sustainable and Efficient Use 
of Resources, 2010-2015 

Dominican 
Republic 

National Policy for SCP in Dominican Republic, 2011 

Honduras Cleaner Production National Policy, 2009 
National SCP Action Plan (under development) 

Mexico Estrategia Nacional de Producción y Consumo Sustentable Special 
programme on SCP 2014-2018 

Uruguay National Action Plan on SCP 2010-2015 

Argentina National Cleaner Production Strategy, 2004  

Costa Rica 
Cleaner Production National Policy, 2006 (and National Plan on Sustainable 
Tourism, 2010; National Policy on Sustainable Public Procurement, 2015)  

El Salvador Cleaner Production National Policy, 2004 

Guatemala Cleaner Production National Policy, 2010 
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Jamaica National Industrial Policy, 1996 

Nicaragua Cleaner Production National Policy, 2006 

Peru Eco-efficiency Programmes, 2009* 

Barbados Sustainable Development Strategy, 2004 

Belize National Development Framework 2010-2030 

Bolivia 
Economic and Social Development Plan in the framework of the integral 
development to Live Well 2016-2020 

Ecuador National Plan of Good Live 2013-2017* 
*Source: pilot survey on national policies and Initiatives, 2015 and inventory of the 10YFP Secretariat. This list does 
not reflect an exhaustive overview of existing national policy frameworks addressing sustainable consumption and 
production in Latin America and the Caribbean.  
Colors: in orange, countries with specific policies on sustainable consumption and production; in blue countries with 
policies on cleaner production; in green, countries with sustainable consumption and production objectives integrated 
in national (sustainable) development strategies.  

 

Although the design and adoption of specific policy frameworks at national level has been 
proven useful to position and highlight sustainable consumption and production in the national 
agendas as well as to trigger project implementation, there is a need to establish solid 
monitoring systems that can help identify and measure the results and benefits associated 
with the implementation of such policies. 

Institutional arrangements and stakeholder participation 

Out of the 12 countries that had participated in the pilot survey conducted by the Secretariat 
of the 10YFP, only 5 already had established an institutional and/or multi-stakeholder 
mechanism to support the sustainable consumption and production at national level.  

In Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic, those various mechanisms 
serve as platforms for inter-ministerial or inter-agency cooperation, most often involving 
ministries of Agriculture, Energy, Environment, Education, Industry, Finance, Tourism, 
Infrastructure and Transport. Another three countries – Antigua and Barbuda, Ecuador and 
Guatemala - reported on sectoral or thematic institutional arrangements involved in the design 
or implementation of sustainable consumption and production policies nationally.  

Table 6. Institutional/multi-stakeholder mechanisms * 

Country Institutional/multi-stakeholder mechanisms 

Argentina Advisory Council on Sustainable Consumption and Production (Resolution 
1100/2005) 

Brazil Managing Committee for Sustainable Consumption and Production 

Chile Inter-ministerial Committee on Sustainable Consumption and Production and 
Advisory Committee  

Costa Rica Interagency and Inter-sectoral Commission on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production 

Dominican Republic National Network on Cleaner Production and Sustainable Use of Resources; 
Interagency Committee on Sustainable Consumption and Production (under 
development) 

The sustainable consumption and production agenda is most often led by the Ministry of 
Environment, while National Focal Points are commonly nominated within climate change, 
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environmental economics, environmental quality management, urban affairs, cleaner 
production and pollution prevention departments within that ministry. The case of Honduras is 
unique, the Health vice-Minister serves as National Focal Point for the 10-Year Framework of 
Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and Production and being a member of the National 
Council on Sustainable Development.  

National roundtables on sustainable consumption and production, bringing together 
institutional actors and stakeholders to encourage collaboration across the government and 
society have been organized, for instance in Cuba, Ecuador and Costa Rica, with the support of 
UN Environment. According to the pilot survey conducted in 2015, stakeholders from all sectors 
of society are actively engaged in the implementation of sustainable consumption and 
production policies or initiatives. Corporate social responsibility networks and associations 
play a key role in the region: for instance, the Global Compact, through its regional chapter in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, involves 13 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay9. 

Monitoring and Indicators for Sustainable Consumption and Production  

Monitoring progress on sustainable consumption 
and production is one of the greatest challenges for 
the Latin American and Caribbean region, as for 
other regions of the world.   

For this reason, the Regional Forum of Ministers of 
Environment requested, in March 2016, “the 
Working Group on Environmental Indicators (WGEI) 
to continue with the development of a set of 

indicators on sustainable consumption and production in coordination with the Focal Points of 
the Council of Experts on Sustainable Consumption and Production to advance the 
implementation and use of these indicators in the region”.  

Responding to this request, a review of potential sustainable consumption and production 
indicators and their prioritization started, which resulted into the establishment of a preliminary 
list of 16 prioritised indicators, including:  

- ILAC 1.1.1.1 Proportion of land area covered by forest (similar to SDG 15.1.1); 

- SDG 2.4.1 Percentage of agricultural area under sustainable agricultural practices; 

                                                           
9 More information at https://www.unglobalcompact.org  

National Roundtable on SCP in Cuba, 29-30 September 2015 

More than 50 stakeholders from various sectors gathered for a two-day meeting in La 
Havana, Cuba to present and validate a national mapping of initiatives on sustainable 
consumption and production, promote the dialogue among participants on key issues and 
identify priority action lines for the following years, in the light of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. Energy, water and the construction sectors were recognized as 
priorities, together with the need to invest in awareness-raising and education. As a result 
of the meeting, a set of indicators to measure progress on sustainable consumption and 
production were selected.  

 

Recent studies, including the 
Revision of ILAC’s indicators (UNEP, 
2016), reveal that in average only 
20% of the data related to 
sustainable consumption and 
production indicators is available at 
country level. 

https://www.unglobalcompact.org/
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- ILAC 3.3.1.2 Amount of carbon dioxide emissions (totals, per cápita and per GDP); 

- SDG 12.1.1 Number of countries with sustainable consumption and production (SCP) 
national action plans or SCP mainstreamed as a priority or target into national policies; 

- SDG 12.7.1 Number of countries implementing sustainable public procurement policies 
and action plans; 

- SDG 12.b.1 Number of strategies or sustainable tourism policies and action plans 
implemented which include agreed tools for monitoring and evaluation; 

- SDG 12.c.1 Amount of fossil-fuel subsidies per unit of GDP (production and consumption) 
and as a proportion of total national expenditure on fossil fuels. 

 

Enabling conditions for monitoring and measuring 
progress against such indicators need to be 
established at country level. Regarding the 
measurement and implementation of SDG 12, the 
SDG Dashboard for Latin America and the Caribbean 
conducted by the Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network shows that Latin America and the 
Caribbean region needs and stronger focus on 
environmental sustainability.  

Country Success Story 

Brazil 

National Action Plan for Sustainable Consumption and Production 

 

Brazil has been leading Sustainable Consumption and Production implementation in the region 

for the past decade. Pioneering this approach at country level, Brazil has been analyzing the 

opportunities for development that the advancement of sustainable consumption and 

production systems can offer. 

With an estimated GDP of USD 1,953.86 billion in 

2017, Brazil is today the seventh economy of the 

world. The country is the world’s largest producer of 

coffee, sugarcane, oranges, soybean, and it is also 

home to the world’s largest commercial livestock 

herd. As for the industrial sector, it contributes to a 

quarter of the country’s GDP. Brazil is the world’s 

second-largest exporter of iron and one the world’s 

most important producers of aluminum and coal. 

The country is also developing the textile, aeronautics, pharmacy, automobile, steel and 

chemical industry sectors. Today, the service sectors represent over 70% of the Brazilian GDP 

and employ nearly three-quarters of the active workforce.  

Multipurpose statistical systems are 
needed to consolidate robust and 
efficient databases at country level. 
It is also important to strengthen 
technical and institutional capacities, 
continue working on indicators and 
mobilize resources for a sustained 
effort. 

Brazil is playing a key role in proving 
that sustainable consumption and 
production policies are beneficial to 
middle-income countries and is 
becoming a model in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, implementing 
actions in many different areas and 
themes. 
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In this context, Brazil was one of the first countries in the 

region to design and effectively implement a Sustainable 

Consumption and Production National Action Plan from 2011 

to 2014, and is currently implementing its second phase 

(2016-2020). The initiative has engaged public and private 

actors as well as civil society organizations, including through 

the establishment of a National Committee specifically 

dedicated to sustainable consumption and production. With 

its strong multi-stakeholder approach, Brazil stands for role 

model for other countries in the region with regards to the 

effective mainstreaming and implementation of sustainable 

consumption and production policies at country level. 

 

Designing an inclusive and action-oriented National Action Plan for Sustainable 

Consumption and Production 

The need for a more sustainable and inclusive development model drove Brazil to develop a 
specific national policy. The Brazilian Action Plan for Sustainable Consumption and Production 
was launched in 2011, after a period of more than four years of consultations, revisions and 
validation processes. The National Action Plan identified priorities across various sectors within 
the country. The objective was to promote sustainable consumption and production policies, 
programmes and actions aimed at broadening the solutions to socio-environmental problems 
to eradicate poverty and promote sustainable development. Brazil adopted the guiding 
principles of sustainable development, shared responsibility, government leadership, 
participation of civil society and transparency, cooperation and environmental education, as 
well as gender mainstreaming. Brazil identified 17 priorities and six of them were selected as 
the top priorities for the first phase of the four-year cycle of implementation (2011-2014). 
Specific actions were also identified for implementation.  

 

First four-year cycle of implementation of the SCP Action Plan in Brazil 

Priority Actions 

Education for 
sustainable 
consumption 

Developing new educational and cultural models, promoting 
capacity building and communication actions 

 

Example of initiative: “Let’s take care of Brazil with Sustainable Schools” – 4th Children’s 
Conference on the Environment (2013), mobilized more than nine million people across the 
country, involving roughly 17,500 schools 

Sustainable Public 
Procurement (SPP) 

Developing new regulations, capacity building and trainings to 
public officers in charge of procurement’s logistics  

Example of initiative: Trainings and courses for federal civil servants of the Federal Institutes 
of the Southern Region (40 civil servants), the Ministry of Defense (80 civil servants), the 
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First four-year cycle of implementation of the SCP Action Plan in Brazil 

Priority Actions 

Association of Auctioneers (80 civil servants) and the Supreme Council of Labor Justice (962 
civil servants in 25 branches, classroom course/via teleconference) 

Environmental Agenda 
for Public 
Administration (A3P) 

Doubled public sector partners working on environmental agenda 
through awareness-rising campaigns, recognition schemes and 
training. Savings on water and energy consumption and better 
management of waste in Brazilian public organizations have been 
significantly increased. 

Example of initiative: Three meetings of the National Forum of A3P were held (in 2011, 
2012, 2014 and 2016), totaling roughly 1,500 participants, and four regional forums with 
total 410 participants representing 141 institutions (2012). 

Increased solid water 
recycling  

 

Several initiatives have been implemented at the national and local 
levels. Investment on infrastructure from federal government 
(more than R$ 1.2 billion) has been improving the final disposition 
of solid waste in Brazil.  

Example of initiative:  

 24 of the 27 Brazilian states received support for the development of state-level plans for 
solid waste, totaling R$ 28.5 million invested (August 2014), including in-training or public 
awareness campaign, as well as in recycling in important areas of production such as 
aluminum (increasing rate almost 100%), paper and plastics 

 Cataforte Programme (Sustainable Businesses in Solidarity Networks), the Cidade Pró-
Catador Award and the creation of business associations, such as the Business Coalition 
for Reverse Packaging Logistics, which set a goal to recover 20% of the 55,400 metric tons 
of recyclable solid waste that is discarded daily in Brazil. 

 

 

Sustainable retail and 
consumption 

 

 Reduction in the use of resources and in the generation of waste, 
especially those generated by the use of plastic bags 

 Expansion of the number of eco-efficient stores; number of 
voluntary delivery of packaging and waste;  

 Increase in the supply of sustainable products in four categories 
(food, utensils, clothing, and cleaning and hygiene) and eco-
labeling  

Example of initiative: several retail chains collected, stored and offered environmentally-
friendly destinations for waste through recycling stations or eco-locations, which receive 
paper, plastic, packaging, metal, glass, batteries, cooking oil and printer cartridges, from one 
of the chain’s shops, 70,000 liters of cooking oil were collected annually and transformed 
into biodiesel. 
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First four-year cycle of implementation of the SCP Action Plan in Brazil 

Priority Actions 

 

 

 

Sustainable 
Construction 

 

Informative material on sustainability in construction was 
distributed (for example 100,000 copies of the publication 
“Sustainable Construction and Renovations”); studies on the state 
of the art of sustainable construction have been developed; 
initiatives aimed at increasing the adequate disposal and reuse of 
construction waste have been implemented; and certification and 
sustainable management of sports arenas, has been achieved 
particularly in those carried out for the 2014 World Cup. 

Example of initiatives: 

 The Brazilian Programme of Habitat Quality and Productivity in partnership with public and 
private sectors have developed evaluation matrix systems to assess compliance of services 
and works (SiAC) with approximately 3,260 builders in all regions are registered 

 Project EEE (Energy Efficiency in Buildings) has made an online tool available to offer 
energy efficiency solutions, develop informative material on labeling, and studies on 
energy efficiency projects. The project aims to save up to 4 million MWh of electricity over 
the next 20 years 

Source: Ministry of Environment of Brazil, 2014 

 

Examples of Goals and deadlines for Brazil’s SCP priorities 
Priority General Goal Deadline 

Sustainable Public 
Procurement (SPP) 

20 tendering process at federal administration level 
including sustainable criteria 

2014 

Increased solid waste 
recycling 

Increase recycling in 20% in the country by 2015 and 
by 25% in 2020 

2015-2020 

Sustainable retail and 
consumption 

Encourage that 50% of retail sector implement 
sustainable consumption and production practices.  

2014 

Source: Ministry of Environment of Brazil, 2011 

A full report with the results of the first cycle of implementation was developed and published 
by the Ministry of Environment of Brazil (more information here). 

For the following period (2016-2020), and taking into consideration the updated national and 
international context, the following themes were established as priorities: 

- Sustainable public procurement 
- Sustainable Finance 
- Sustainable Industry 
- Sustainable Construction 
- Sustainable Retail 
- Sustainable Agriculture 
- Sustainable Consumption 
- Environmental Agenda for Public Administration - A3P 
- Solid Waste Management 
- Sustainable Reporting 

http://www.mma.gov.br/responsabilidade-socioambiental/producao-e-consumo-sustentavel/plano-nacional
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The guidelines for these thematic areas of the second cycle of the Action Plan were developed 
through ten stakeholder seminars and public consultation in 2016.  

 

Pioneering inter-ministerial and multi-stakeholder coordination  

The Brazilian National Steering Committee for Sustainable Consumption and Production10  
brings together 26 institutions including Ministries, other government offices and non-
governmental organizations11. The role of this committee is to monitor, guide and promote 
activities in the context of the implementation of the National Action Plan and its priorities, 
creating the conditions for an effective paradigm shift in production and consumption patterns. 
To achieve its objectives, the committee may invite other institutions to collaborate. 

The Ministry of Environment established the Department of Sustainable Consumption and 
Production to coordinate and foster the implementation of targeted actions and initiatives. In 
addition to studies, research and campaigns, the Department held events such as the “First 
International Workshop on Sustainable Public Procurement” (2012), prepared and published a 
Sustainable Logistic Plan, developed online educational courses for sustainable consumption 
and production, and created a “month for sustainable consumption”.  

Meanwhile, at the regional and international level, Brazil has been playing an active role as a 
member of the Executive Committee of the Regional Council on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production (2016-2018), and as a partner of several programmes under the 10-Year Framework, 
including the Sustainable Food Systems, Sustainable Public Procurement and Sustainable 
Tourism ones. As a donor, Brazil contributed one million USD donations to the 10YFP Trust 
Fund. Part of these resources supported the organization of the South-South Cooperation 
Conference on Sustainable Consumption and Production, held in Brasília, Brazil, on 6 – 7 April 
2017, that brought together 174 participants from two regions - Africa and Latin America and 
the Caribbean -, including 40 countries, five development banks and nine development 
cooperation agencies. 

Resources and monitoring 

Sustainable consumption and production actions at the national level are mainly funded by 
domestic budgets. For instance, the Banco Regional de Desenvolvimento do Extremo Sul 
(BRDE) operated a specific credit line that supports the implementation of the National Action 
Plan, creating credit opportunities for: the environmental agenda of public administration, 
socio-environmental risk management, and the promotion of sustainable projects in sustainable 

                                                           
10 Created by the Ministry of Environment’s Ordinance NºX. 44/08, the National Steering Committee for Sustainable 
Consumption and Production was reinstituted by Ordinance NºX. 437/2014. 
11  Ministry of the Environment (MMA) – Secretariat and coordinator,  Ministry of Finance (MF), Ministry of 
Agriculture (MAPA), Ministry of Mines and Energy  (MME), Ministry of Development, Industry and Foreign Trade 
(MDIC), Ministry of Planning, Budget and Management (MPOG), Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation 
(MCTI), Ministry of Transports (MT), Ministry of Agrarian Development (MDA), Ministry of Cities, Central Bank (BACEN),  
National Bank for Economic and Social Development (BNDES), National Institute of Metrology (Inmetro), United 
Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Brazilian Business Council for Sustainable Development (CEBDS), Support 
Service for Micro and Small Enterprises (SEBRAE), Trade Union Confederation involved in environmental management 
activities, cleaner production and sustainable development, represented by the Worker’s Central (CUT), Getulio Vargas 
Foundation (FGV), Akatu Institute, National Confederation of Commerce (CNC),  Brazilian Institute of Consumer 
Defense (IDEC), Business Commitment for Recycling (CEMPRE).  
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agro-business, clean and renewable energies, efficient water use, waste management and 
recycling, and sustainable cities. The operation generates around 30.000 jobs per year. More 
information at: http://www.brde.com.br  

In 2010, the Ministry of Environment and UN Environment signed a technical cooperation 
agreement with the objective of promoting the mainstreaming of sustainable consumption and 
production into national efforts to address climate change, poverty reduction, economic 
development and conservation of diversity and natural resources. Activities under this project 
included technical studies and methodological manuals, training courses development, multi-
stakeholder partnership creation including information systems and knowledge management 
platform and tools development.  

The Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics and the National Panel on Environmental 
Indicators of the Ministry of Environment have been developing a baseline and have developed 
a set of indicators to measure progress. Nonetheless, due to the complexity and scale of the 
sustainable consumption and production field, the monitoring scheme was not defined yet. In 
this perspective, Brazil could benefit from the outputs of the ILAC Working Group on Indicators, 
in collaboration with the Regional Council on Sustainable Consumption and Production, which 
aims at defining a set of indicators for Latin American and Caribbean countries to align with the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
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Seizing ongoing efforts: taking stock of existing policy 
instruments 

Through the pilot survey conducted in 2015, 12 countries reported 52 national sustainable 
consumption and production policies and initiatives, under the coordination of their Ministry 
of Environment but, in most cases, with inputs from other public institutions, including 
ministries of Industry, Commerce and Agriculture. Participating countries had different 
approaches, some of them deciding to only report on key initiatives or on policy packages, such 
as Brazil or the Dominican Republic, others choosing to report separately on each policy 
instrument relevant to the topic, such as Chile and Argentina. As a result, the number of 
reported policies and initiatives per country varies from more than 10, for Chile and Argentina, 
to 5 or even one for others.  

Half of the reported policies and initiatives had a specific sectoral focus. On the other hand, 
cross-cutting policies represented 40% of the entire sample, with a particularly strong focus on 
policies or initiatives dedicated to industry, corporate social responsibility, green jobs or 
technologies. From the “Industrial restructuring programme” and “Promotion of industrial 
sustainability” initiative in Argentina, to “Tax reductions for clean technologies” in Ecuador, this 
reflects the important role business-oriented interventions play in the region when it comes 
to promoting sustainable consumption and production. Such policies or initiatives were 
reported by Argentina, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala and Jamaica. Other cross-cutting 
initiatives, including for awareness-raising / education, public procurement or consumer 
information, were reported although in a much more marginal way.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: 10YFP pilot survey on national SCP policies and initiatives (52 reported for Latin America and 
Caribbean) 

Figure 3. Distribution of Reported Policies 
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Despite the fact that they are not heavily represented in 
this group of reported policies, interest in public 
procurement and eco-labelling has been increasing in the 
region. Those approaches and tools are perceived as a 
driving force to promote sustainability and innovation in 
national economies, for instance in Argentina, Chile, 
Ecuador and Peru. They have also been promoted through 
flagship projects, including the Sustainable Public 
Procurement and Eco-labelling project implemented by 
UN Environment in seven countries 12  or the Inter-
American Network on Government Procurement project 
of the Organization of American States (OAS) 13.  
 

Table 9. Examples of reported sectoral initiatives 

Sector Countries  Example of initiatives reported 

Food and agriculture Argentina, Chile, 
Cuba, Ecuador and 
Mexico 

Pro-Huertas (Argentina), Promoting 
and regulating organic-ecologic-
biologic production (Ecuador) 

Building and construction Antigua and 
Barbuda, Chile, 
Ecuador and Mexico 

Energy for Sustainable Development 
in Caribbean Buildings (Antigua and 
Barbuda), Sustainable Building and 
Housing (Mexico) 

Biodiversity/water/forestry Chile, Cuba and 
Mexico 

National Water Policy (Cuba), 
Mesoamerican Biological Corridor 
(Mexico) 

Waste Argentina, Cuba and 
Mexico 

Policy for recycling (Cuba), Integrated 
Waste Management (Mexico) 

Energy/climate change Chile and Cuba Energy Agenda (Chile), Policy for the 
development of renewable sources 
and energy efficiency (Cuba) 

Tourism Chile and Mexico Innovation Programme on 
Sustainable Tourism (Chile), 
Sustainability in tourism (Mexico)  

Transportation and urban 
planning 

Chile Santiago’s Master Plan for transport 
2025 (Chile) 

 

  

                                                           
12 More information at: http://web.unep.org/resourceefficiency/sustainable-public-procurement-and-ecolabelling  
13 More information at: http://www.ricg.org  

Within the group of sectoral 
policies reported through the 
2015 pilot survey, more than 
50% were focused on food and 
agriculture, building and 
construction and natural 
resources (biodiversity, water, 
forests), followed by waste, 
energy/climate change, 
tourism and transportation. 

http://web.unep.org/resourceefficiency/sustainable-public-procurement-and-ecolabelling
http://www.ricg.org/
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Argentina 

Promoting Sustainable Public Procurement  

In Argentina, the government is the biggest buyer, representing the 44% of the country’s GDP 
in 2015 (OECD, 2017). The country already had incorporated sustainable public procurement in 
its regulatory framework (Executive Order 893/2012), recognizing the importance of introducing 
sustainability principles in public acquisition processes to influence both the private sector, as 
suppliers need to adjust to new requirements, and other consumers. To go further, a new 
acquisition regime was set up in 2016 to adapt existing principles and practices to the goals and 
challenges of a modern State, and incorporate sustainability in its general objectives (Executive 
Order 1030/16). 

Context and coordination 

Argentina’s Executive Order 1030/16 regulates public procurement in the country, allows for 
the creation of specific framework agreements through the leadership of the Procurement 
National Office and establishes an electronic platform through which all public procurement 
exercises are processed, including using sustainability criteria (Argentina Compra).   

The Procurement National Office is responsible for developing mechanisms and tools to 
promote the adequate and effective implementation of such environmental, ethical, social 
and economic criteria in public acquisitions. These criteria must ensure the best impact in the 
environment, better ethical and economic conditions and compliance to the labor legislation, 
particularly in relation to work conditions (decent and equal jobs) and child labor. The 
Procurement National Office is also in charge of elaborating bids for specific goods and services, 
indicating which sustainability criteria are mandatory for the contracting part. In some cases, 
suppliers complying with some sustainability criteria could obtain up to 20% of potential 
additional points in the evaluation processes.  

Since 2010, the Procurement National Office has been working together with government 
entities, the private sector, civil society and international partners, such as UN Environment, on 
sustainable public procurement, as well as on developing key related instruments such as eco-
labelling schemes. In addition, the Environmental and Sustainable Development Ministry plays 
a coordination role, engaging other key entities including the Ministry of Energy and Mining, 
the Ministry of Social Development, the National Institute of Industrial Technology, the 
Argentinian Institute for Normalization and Certification or Argentina’s Industrial Union. 

Instruments and achievements 

In October 2013, the Goods and Services Identification System presented a new manual, which 
included a specific chapter on sustainability. A few years later only, in 2016, the Procurement 
National Office included sustainable criteria in all contracts established under twelve 
framework agreements, which were mandatory for all of the 1.420 public procurement offices 
in the country, including contracts for mobile and telephony services, cryptographic appliances, 
computers, consulting services, document digitalization and storage, cellphones, paper, vehicles 
and electrical appliances, among others. In the meantime, the Procurement National Office 
launched the electronic procurement management system (https://comprar.gob.ar) to be used 
by all ministries for their purchasing, with the objective of promoting transparency as well as of 
creating a reliable database on public procurement. This platform will also be used to report on 
progress in sustainable public procurement. Thanks to this initiative, the established criteria for 
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the purchasing of 653 classes of goods and 950 classes of services now integrate sustainability. 
On-line trainings and workshops directed to Contracting Operative Units’ employees have also 
been performed in cooperation with private sector chambers and associations/organizations.   

Challenges and opportunities 

The guiding principle for procurement in Argentina remains the most “convenient” purchase, 
which tends to be interpreted as the cheapest one. This is one of the greatest challenges in the 
implementation of sustainable public procurement, which could be overcome through the 
innovative approaches such as Life Cycle costing. Continuous capacity building targeted at 
purchasing agents will equip them with the necessary skills on sustainable procurement with, in 
the mid and long term, could generate significant benefits in terms of efficiency. Currently, the 
indicator used for measuring sustainable public procurement progress is the percentage of 
purchases responding to sustainability criteria over the total of public procurement purchases. 
More specific indicators and monitoring methodologies may be needed to measure more 
precisely the positive impacts of sustainable public procurement. Argentina has started to work 
on the subject and has entered into consultations about the progress achieved in the context of 
the Sustainable Public Procurement Programme of the 10-Year Framework. 
 

Among the policies reported by Latin American and Caribbean countries through the 2015 pilot 
survey, policies or instruments focused on capacity building and technology transfer as well as 
information, awareness rising and education were the most frequent. Partnerships and 
voluntary agreements, such as voluntary agreements on cleaner production or voluntary 
certification schemes, also appeared to be important for a number of the reporting countries. 
For example, voluntary certification schemes on sustainable forest management have been 
implemented in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mexico among others. Likewise, energy efficiency 
standards and labels have been implemented in countries such as Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica 
and Mexico. Although there is no standard eco-labelling common to the whole region, such 
instruments are developing at the national level, such as in Colombia, Brazil or Costa Rica that 
is in the process of developing its own. Other interesting initiatives can be mentioned, such as 
the Natural Meet programme of Uruguay, approved by GlobalGap, or Costa Rica’s Certificate of 
Sustainable Tourism as well as its recent Carbon Neutral certification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: 10YFP pilot survey on national SCP policies and initiatives (52 reported for Latin America and Caribbean) 

 

Figure 4. Types of Policy Instruments Reported (multiple choices) 
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Although implementing economic and financial instruments are seen at the international level 
as one of the key paths to sustainable development, they did not represent many cases among 
the policy instruments reported by Latin American and Caribbean countries in 2015. On the 
other hand, partnerships and voluntary agreements are often an important component of the 
reported policies or initiatives, particularly as a means of engaging the private sector.  

 
Table 10. Examples of reported initiatives based on partnerships / voluntary agreements 

 
Initiatives involving 
partnerships and/or 

voluntary agreements 
Country Objective 

2020 Industrial Strategic 
Plan: Sectorial Forums 

Argentina 
A voluntary mechanism created for the Plan to bring in 
the private and public sectors together and foster 
public/private cooperation.  

The Brazilian Action Plan on 
Sustainable Production and 
Consumption – second cycle 
of implementation (2016-
2019) 

Brazil 

Participating in the National Steering Committee for 
Sustainable Consumption and Production is voluntary. It 
brings together 26 institutions from different sectors, 
including the private sector. 

Cleaner Production 
Agreements (manufacturing, 
public administration, 
education, transport and 
storage of goods, mining, 
hospitality, …) 

Chile 

Those agreements on cleaner production are voluntary 
and provide a framework for the private sector to 
gradually implement sustainable consumption and 
production measures, while being guided and 
supervised by the public sector.  

Environmental award 
"Punto Verde" for Eco 
efficient Constructions 

Ecuador 
Based on cooperation between the private and public 
sectors, this award promotes an efficient and more 
environmentally friendly management of constructions. 

North American Initiative 
for the reduction and 
recovery of waste food 

Mexico 

This voluntary initiative brings together Canada, Mexico 
and the United States of America, to enhance the 
capacity in these countries to reduce disposal of food 
waste in landfills by exploring opportunities to reduce 
and recover food waste within relevant North American 
industries, commercial and institutional sectors.  

 

According to information collected through the 2015 pilot survey, sustainable consumption and 
production policies or initiatives led by the government in Latin America and the Caribbean 
are funded through two main sources, including domestic budgets and international 
cooperation. In the context of international cooperation, the support of multilateral and inter-
governmental organizations, such as the European Union, the Global Environment Fund or UN 
Environment, as well as of international financial institutions such as the World Bank and the 
Inter-American Development Bank, is often mentioned. South-South cooperation also appears 
to be an important potential funding source for implementation. For example, the “Chilean 
Fund against hunger and poverty” was established by the Chilean government as part of its 
cooperation policy and the UN Development Programme to support the design, implementation 
and evaluation of public policies in other Latin American and Caribbean countries, as well as in 
the Pacific and Africa. The Fund is directly provisioned by the Chilean State and specifically by 
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the international flights passengers’ supportive contribution (more information at 
www.fondochile.cl). Public-private partnerships also offer another possible funding source for 
sustainable consumption and production, in the context of sectoral or thematic initiatives such 
as on water management, waste management and education, among others.  

 

Costa Rica 

The Environmental Recognition System 

The Environmental Recognition System (SIREA in Spanish), 
managed by the Ministry of Environment and Energy, has had a 
deep impact on the Costa Rican society, engaging many actors - 
especially private companies, government agencies and 
communities - to adopt sustainable consumption and production 
practices within their scope of action. The Ecologic Blue Flag 
Programme has already been scaled-up to other countries in the 
region, such as Panama, Peru, Guatemala, Ecuador and Honduras. 

  

Context and objectives 

SIREA was established by Executive Order 37109-MINAET in 2012, as the first national official 
environmental recognition system. The objective is to provide public recognition to public and 
private organizations as well as organized communities that can demonstrate, through specific 
criteria, outstanding performance in environmental management and contribute to national 
efforts towards sustainable development. SIREA is made of six pillars, including: Cleaner 
Production (since 2013), the Ecologic Blue Flag Programme (incorporated since 2014), Seal of 
Sanitary Quality (incorporated to SIREA since 2014), Eco-efficiency (since 2015), Social 
Responsibility (to be incorporated), and Environmental Entrepreneurship (to be implemented).  

How does it work?  

Organizations applying for Cleaner Production and Eco-Efficiency must comply with more than 
150 criteria to receive recognition, including environmental planning and management, water 
and energy management, atmospheric emissions, solid waste management, material and 
supplies optimization, health at workplace, among others.  

Companies should reach a performance of at least 75% to be awarded, which constitutes a key 
foundation of SIREA’s outstanding reputation. Evaluation criteria were developed by national 
experts and, in order not to discriminate Small and Medium Sized Enterprises, focus more on 
good practices than on investments. The recognition has a validity of two years and must be 
reassessed after that period. The external evaluators, in charge of visiting the companies and 
evaluating their practices, are professionals trained by the University of Costa Rica and paid by 
the participating organizations according to the pre-established rates already agreed and 
published in the Executive Order 33707-MINAE, which helps ensure the viability of the system. 
As for the components admitted most recently in SIREA (Ecologic Blue Flag Programme and Seal 
of Sanitary Quality), an assessment/revision of their evaluation criteria was conducted in 2014 
by national experts to assure that the system’s standards were met.  

http://www.fondochile.cl/
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Impacts, challenges and key success indicators 

Competitiveness and public recognition have been driving success factors for SIREA. This type of 
recognition brings added value for companies, communities and even touristic sites.  

The programme is monitored annually, jointly 
between the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy and the University of Costa Rica. The 
evaluation considers key success factors, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats as well 
as potential lessons learned in order to improve 
the system. The success of SIREA is reflected in 
the increasing number of organizations and 
entities applying for recognition, therefore 
making effort to meet demanding 
environmental criteria.  

SIREA also faces several challenges. One of them is the low level of participation of the private 
sector. Since 2012, there have been five editions of SIREAs’ award ceremony, and nine 
companies have been awarded on Cleaner Production and Eco-Efficiency. The system needs to 
be advertised more widely to have greater visibility at the national level, so that it is better 
known by entrepreneurs as well as by consumers. Although SIREA is sometimes considered by 
procurement officials when evaluating a bid, there is still much to be done to make it a common 
practice in the public sector.  

More information: http://www.sirea.minae.go.cr/index.html 

 

In April 2016, UN Environment has organized the 
South-South Cooperation Conference in Brasilia14, 
gathered 174 participants from two regions - 
Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean -, 
including 40 countries, five development banks 
and nine development cooperation agencies.  

One of the main conclusions of the meeting was 
that there is still much to be done to encourage 
cooperation agencies and banks to establish 
specific programmes and credit lines for the shift 
to sustainable consumption and production. To 
mobilize resources, it is also important to develop 
a narrative on the multiple benefits achieved 
through the shift to sustainable consumption and 
production patterns. Draw this from the most 
relevant targets of the sustainable development 
goals, translating those into more cooperation, 
political momentum and a “legal mandate”. This 

                                                           
14 More information at: http://spaces.scpclearinghouse.org/system/files/meeting_report_ssc_4_scp_0523_fin.pdf  

Mobilizing investments for sustainable 
consumption and production is key.  
To that effect, the Brazilian Southern 
Regional Development Bank (BRDE) 
established a credit line to support 
Brazil’s national sustainable 
consumption and production action 
plan. Such initiatives are essential: they 
help address the risk associated with 
innovation related to sustainable 
consumption and production, including 
eco-innovation. 
Regional development banks follow the 
same path and create such credit lines 
for countries that already have a 
national strategy on sustainable 
consumption and production.  

2.896 out of the 4.276 local committees 
participating in the Ecologic Blue Flag 
Programme in 2015 received an award 
(68%). The total savings achieved by 
Ecologic Blue Flag Program’s Climate 
Change Mitigation category amounted to 
USD 22,938,788 (reduced consumption 
of of water, paper, electricity and fossil 
fuel). 

http://www.sirea.minae.go.cr/index.html
http://spaces.scpclearinghouse.org/system/files/meeting_report_ssc_4_scp_0523_fin.pdf
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narrative must find traction in budget and financial authorities – and hence needs to highlight 
the economic and social gains, as well as the environmental ones. 

As a result of the South-South Cooperation Conference in Brazil, an experience-sharing on 
National Sustainable Consumption and Production Plans was organized in August 2017 in 
Tegucigalpa-Honduras, where Chilean and Brazilian representatives had the opportunity to 
support the Honduran Government on the development of their own National Plan.   

 

Table 11. Potential funding sources for sustainable consumption and production initiatives in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 

Type Donor institutions 

Multilateral and Inter-
Governmental 
Cooperation 

European Union*, UN Environment*, Organization of American States 
(OAS), International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Global 
Environmental Fund*, Global Climate Change Alliance, Green Climate Fund, 
Horizon 2020, Nordic Development Fund, Climate Investment Fund, 
Adaptation Fund.  

International Financial 
Institutions 

World Bank*, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)*, Development Bank 
for LAC (CAF), Central American Bank for Economic Integration (BCIE). 

Bilateral Cooperation 
Mechanisms 

Development Agencies of Canada (DFATD), France (AFD), Japan (JICA), 
Germany (International Climate Initiative (IKI)), GIZ and KFW), Norway 
(NORAD), Sweden (SIDA), UK, United States (USAID), Spain (AECID)*, 
China*, Saudi Arabia*, Kuwait*.   

Private Foundations Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, David and Lucile Packard Foundation, 
Ford Foundation, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, MacArthur 
Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 

Cooperation and 
financial mechanisms 
for private-led projects 

International Finance Corporation (World Bank), Global Climate Partnership 
Fund, Multilateral Investment Fund. 

* Funding institutions or mechanisms explicitly reported in the Global Survey 
Source: 10YFP Secretariat Inventory of SCP relevant funding mechanisms – UN Environment Regional Office for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 2016 (non- exhaustive list).  

 

Ecuador 

Increasing Organic Product’s Consumer Confidence 

Latin America exports most of its organic food production to Europe and North America.  
Organic food is not traded massively in local markets, notably due to higher prices compared to 
those of traditional products, but also, in some cases, because of a lack of information and 
confidence on the consumers’ side. In order to increase the market share of organic products at 
domestic level, Ecuador has developed a quality and certification control system for organic 
products, which has contributed to increase the share of such products in the country’s 
exports but also in its domestic markets, while ensuring a good price / quality balance and 
strengthening consumers’ confidence in Ecuadorian organic products.  

Context and objectives 
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In Ecuador, the terms of “Organic”, “Ecologic” and “Biologic” are legally protected so that they 
can be only claimed by food producers that comply with the national regulation on organic 
production by using production methods that sustain the health of soils, ecosystems, animals 
and people. The National Regulation for the Organic Agricultural Production in Ecuador 
published first in 2003, was updated in 2013 under the General Regulation to Promote and 
Regulate the Organic-Ecologic-Biologic production in Ecuador (Ministerial Agreement No. 299 
Official Registry No. 34, Resolution DAJ-2013EC-0201.0099 MAGAP – AGROCALIDAD). The main 
objective is to promote research, technology transfer and training as well as to regulate the 
production, processing, trade, labeling, storage, promotion and certification of organic 
agricultural products (including aquaculture) in Ecuador. The regulation promotes an 
agricultural management system that respects the natural ecosystems and cycles, preserves and 
improves the soils and water resources, as well as plants and animal’s health. It also intends to 
preserve a high level of biodiversity and ensure the responsible use of energy and natural 
resources, as well as to obtain a wide variety of high quality organic products that respond to 
consumer demand for "ecologic products”. Vegetable products must be cultivated through a 
system that keeps and restore soil’s fertility as well as crops health. Therefore, chemical 
pesticides, artificial/ synthetic fertilizers, human waste, sewage muds, ionizing, radiation as well 
as Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) are banned during the production process. In the 
case of livestock production, animals are farmed without antibiotics, growth hormones and the 
environment preservation as well as the animal welfare are very important.  

Institutional mechanism and resources 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Aquaculture and Fisheries oversees the enforcement and 
implementation of the national regulation on organic agricultural production, which closely 
involves the business sector, especially through organic operators as they are the main funders 
of the initiative.  

The Ecuadorian Agency for Quality Assurance in Agriculture is the competent authority that 
regulates and controls the different operators along the organic production chain. The 
certification of organic products is based on an evaluation conducted by control bodies that are 
legally constituted in the country and accredited by the Ecuadorian Accreditation Service under 
the ISO/IEC 17065 norm as well as registered with the Ecuadorian Agency for Quality Assurance 
in Agriculture. The Ecuadorian Agency for Quality Assurance in Agriculture controls the 
performance of inspectors and certified operators in order to verify the quality and organic 
properties of the products brought on the domestic market, as well as those traded 
internationally. The supervision of all the control and certification processes is key and involves 
the participation of all the organic production chain operators, such as producers, processors, 
traders, importers, exporters, organic inspectors, and certification bodies. The Ecuadorian 
Agency for Quality Assurance in Agriculture also supports the initiative by offering free trainings 
about the Ecuadorian legislation on organic production and perform free of charge on-site 
inspections of every aspect of the organic supply chains. The German cooperation agency GIZ 
supports the initiative by counseling regarding the Ecuadorian organic production regulations 
and promoting acknowledgement at the level of the European Union. At the international level, 
Ecuador participates in the Inter-American Commission for Organic Agriculture, which allows 
the country to exchange experiences and knowledge with other countries of the region.  
 
 
 
Impacts, challenges and key success indicators 
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To date Ecuador has managed to produce 208 fresh and 372 processed organic products, has 
401 registered organic operators, and 53 groups of producers with a total of 10.613 producers 
representing 30.622,75 certified hectares and 5.985,32 hectares in transition in the country. 
Although organic products still represent a very small share of the national production (0.6% 
according to the National Institute of Census and Statistics and Organic World), it shows a solid 
growth. The Ecuadorian Agency for Quality Assurance in Agriculture performs several activities 
in order to contribute to a wider spread and promotion of the organic certification nationally 
and internationally. This resulted, for instance, into the inclusion of the certification into the 
IFOAM Organics International family of standards, which contains contains all standards 
officially endorsed as organic by the Organic Movement15. The creation of a national logo or Eco-
label for organic products is part of the Ecuadorian Agency for Quality Assurance in Agriculture´s 
2017 plan. Among the greatest challenges to be faced, the lack of specific policies to support the 
developing of the organic sector, as well as the lack of awareness among consumers with regards 
to the benefits of organic agriculture. The needs for capacity-building to support the transition 
from tradition to organic production are also high.  

More information: http://www.agrocalidad.gob.ec/inocuidad-direccion-de-organicos/ 

 

Chile 

Choose to Live Healthy in Community System 

 

According to different international organizations, including The World Health Organization 
(WHO) and The World Bank (WB)), non-communicable diseases (NCDs), such as cardiovascular 
disease and stroke, are a major public health concern across Latin America. Chile’s “Choose to 
Live Healthy in Community System” offers a successful example of how to reverse this trend, 
while promoting sustainable lifestyles.  

Context and objectives 

Chile’s National Health Survey Results for 2009/2010 were shocking: 88,6% of Chileans were 
sedentary, two thirds of the population between 15 and 64 years-old was overweight and 
Chileans’ daily salt intake was almost the double of the daily recommended dosage. Non-
communicable diseases also proved to be more prevalent among the most vulnerable groups of 
the population. The Chilean government started addressing this challenge as early as March 
2011 through communications and awareness raising, promoting healthy lifestyles and quality 
of life. The “Choose to Live Healthy System” was enacted by law and became a State Policy with 
a focus on communities later on.  

The system integrates coordinated actions and programs from different ministries focused in 
to produce healthy environments, concentrated on structural issues and collective 
responsibilities, together with individual behavioral changes.  

                                                           
15 For more information: http://www.ifoam.bio/fr/ifoam-family-standards-0  

http://www.agrocalidad.gob.ec/inocuidad-direccion-de-organicos/
http://www.ifoam.bio/fr/ifoam-family-standards-0
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The objectives are the prevention of risky behaviors linked to non-communicable diseases and 
to improve the well-being of people and communities while and promote sustainability. More 
specifically, the System brings additional cross-sectoral benefits related to agricultural matters, 
supporting initiatives related to food and nutritional safety and security, through a human rights 
approach, highlighting the gender, territorial and ethnic differences.  

The system is based on a multi-disciplinary approach (health, education, sports, recreation and 
work, among others) as well as on the implementation of coordinated activities at national, 
regional and local level, under the leadership of the Social Development Ministry. Such 
coordination enables the system to address health also through social and environmental 
drivers. Although funded mainly through domestic public budgets, partnerships with the private 
sector were established, considering specific standards with regards to corporate social 
responsibility, health promotion and advertising. The system has also been supported by the 
media and the EPODE International Network (the largest international network on obesity 
prevention), as well as by popular public figures who served as ambassadors.  

Impacts, challenges and key success indicators 

The system has triggered significant changes at the national level, supporting the 
development of new regulations and measures, including a new law on food, and regulations 
on food labelling and the publicity restriction. These instruments focused on 3 areas: 1) banning 
publicity directed to 14 years old or younger kids, 2) banning unhealthy foods from schools and 
3) adjusting portions and food front-of-package labelling. A media campaign promoted healthy 
diets and menus, as well as strategies to integrate physical activity in daily routines. Specific 
activities were targeted at children and youth, focused on physical education and new sport 
infrastructures in schools, as well as on healthier meals at school.  

In the context of the system, the “Choose to live your park”16 initiative, established in 2013 and 
supported by the National City Park’s Network (44 urban parks in the country), helped providing 
sustainable recreational spaces in every Chilean region. The Ministry of Housing and Urbanism 
also produced a guide on Managing Projects on Public Spaces integrating environmental 
sustainability, based on principles such as preservation, recovery and self-restoration, as well 
as resource efficiency. A reforestation system “One Chilean, One Tree”, was also launched, with 
the objective of planting 17 million trees. Another example is the creation of BikeSantiago17, 
the first automated public intercommunity bikes system, which contributes to improving the 
city’s air quality as well as to support healthier lifestyles. As for the food-labelling programme, 
it focuses on using stamps as warning signs of high content of sugars, calories, saturated fats 
and sodium, and aims at providing clear information to the consumers about ingredients, 
including additives and preservatives. 

Close cooperation within the public sector as well as between the public and private sectors 
represents a key success factor for the system. However, monitoring of impacts remains an issue. 
In the future, a renewed set of indicators, beyond those identified in the National Health 
Strategy18 and including environmental health indicators, would allow such monitoring and 
evaluation.  

More information about this initiative can be found here: www.eligevivirsano.gob.cl 

                                                           
16 More information available at: http://2010-2014.gob.cl/parques/que-es-red-de-parques-de-ciudad/ 
17 More information available at: http://portal.mma.gob.cl/tag/bike-santiago/ and www.bikesantiago.cl 
18 More information available at: http://www.ispch.cl/sites/default/files/documento/2011/12/FolletoMetas.pdf  

http://www.eligevivirsano.gob.cl/
http://2010-2014.gob.cl/parques/que-es-red-de-parques-de-ciudad/
http://portal.mma.gob.cl/tag/bike-santiago/
http://www.bikesantiago.cl/
http://www.ispch.cl/sites/default/files/documento/2011/12/FolletoMetas.pdf
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The Way Forward 

Sustainable consumption and production, deeply anchored in the international sustainable 
development agenda, is a high priority for the Latin American and Caribbean region, as reflected 
in the recent decisions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment. The Regional Strategy for 
Sustainable Consumption and Production is also a powerful policy framework, which guides 
policy development at national level. The region is still facing many challenges, which can 
prevent implementation at scale. According to the 2015 pilot survey respondents, the lack of 
funding / investments, as well as the lack of stakeholders’ engagement and awareness raising 
for sustainable consumption and production were the greatest challenges, followed by the 
lack of technical and institutional capacity, as well as the lack of economic and financial 
instruments that could support the shift. The following conclusions and recommendations are 
based on the observations made throughout this report as well as on feedback from the pilot 
survey respondents.  

Further integration of national policy frameworks for sustainable consumption and 
production 

Regional priority areas and objectives are often reflected in national action plans or specific 
policies on sustainable consumption and production, reflecting a very strong coherence 
between the regional and national levels of action. However, stronger links with other key 
related instruments on sustainable development, circular economy, green economy, green 
growth strategies, national development plans and climate change policies, are needed. On 
the other hand, countries that have not yet developed a specific strategy for sustainable 
consumption and production at national level, need support to:  

- Continued discussions on the thematic and sectoral priorities at the regional level;  
- Regional and national baselines;   
- A set of specific indicators to monitor progress (aligned to the international initiatives); 
- A supportive financing framework in the region.  
 

Regional and South-South cooperation  

Implementing the regional strategy for sustainable consumption and production is key for 
Latin American and Caribbean countries to make progress under Agenda 2030 as a whole, and 
in particular to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 12. As an evolving document, the regional 
roadmap established to support the implementation of the strategy should progressively reflect 
the action of individual countries, while offering a tool for them to explore and enhance 
cooperation with the partners of the 10YFP programmes.  

Regional cooperation for sustainable consumption and production is clearly a very strong 
asset of Latin America and the Caribbean. There is a strong interest in developing South-South 
cooperation within the region. Many countries have strong experience in specific sectors or 
areas of intervention which they can share with others: for instance, Costa Rica on ecosystem 
management or sustainable tourism; Brazil on consumer information approaches and eco-
labelling; Colombia on extended producer responsibility or integrated waste management; 
Bolivia and Ecuador on traditional and indigenous knowledge and cultures. The Caribbean sub-
region also requires special attention and support due to its specific needs, and the “Sustainable 
Consumption and Production for SIDS Initiative”, born in the context of the Samoa Pathway, 
should be further supported to translate into real action. 
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Resource mobilization, through funding and investments, could also be approached from a 
regional cooperation perspective. This would require the development of the business case for 
sustainable consumption and production, highlighting short and long term economic benefits, 
to engage financial institutions of primary importance in the region, such as the Development 
Bank of Latin-America (CAF), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (BCIE) or the 
Inter-American Bank (BID).  

Capacity-building and institutional strengthening 

Capacity-building and institutional strengthening are key to create the enabling conditions for 
the design and implementation of policies for sustainable consumption and production, as well 
as for the application of effective instruments. Together with an evidence-based business case, 
capacity-building efforts are needed for institutional actors to capture the benefits associated 
with an economy based on sustainable consumption and production patterns.  

As in other regions, the sustainable consumption and production national agenda is often led by 
Ministries of Environment. In the meantime, those in charge of supporting this agenda, are 
involved in many other activities, lacking both the time and the capacities to effectively promote 
sustainable consumption and production approaches at the level of a whole country. National 
Focal Points nominated to support the implementation of the 10YFP in their country should 
receive more support to engage other key ministries and institutions. They could also be 
appointed at a more central level (e.g. Prime Minister or President’s office) to support effective 
coordination. In 2015, those who participated in the pilot survey communications and 
awareness raising, as well as on strengthening policy design and institutional capacities as 
priorities in terms of capacity-building. 

Engaging the private sector from Small and Medium Sized Enterprises to multinational 
companies 

Countries’ efforts to advance sustainable consumption and production can only be successful 
with full engagement of all stakeholders, especially from the private sector, including to 
trigger the investments needed to transform the economy at scale. This can be done in many 
ways: from giving more visibility to sustainability champions at the national and regional levels, 
from integrating sustainability criteria into public and private procurement procedures. Small 
and Medium Sized Enterprises, which account for 99% of the business and employ 67% of 
employees of the region (OECD, 2013), play a key role in promoting innovation, economic 
growth and jobs creation. Although action exists on specific issues such as cleaner production, 
eco-design, environmental management systems and eco-innovation, among others, a lot of 
work is still needed for sustainable consumption and production objectives to be integrated 
into business models and management, and along the value chains in general, with the active 
engagement of multinational companies.  

Raising awareness among consumers 

There may be a growing interest in understanding the impacts of consumption choices in the 
region, but many remain unaware of the consequences the “business as usual” development 
path, together with lifestyles based on consumerism, will have in the short term. Awareness-
raising and communications are key to better inform citizens and promote sustainable 
lifestyles, not only highlighting environmental benefits but also social and economic ones, the 
primary objective being to improve people’s well-being. This can be illustrated through a striking 
example: while Latin America has become a very powerful producer of sustainable food 
products, with 6.8 million hectares representing 15 percent share of the global organic 
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farmland, consumption of sustainable food within the region or at domestic level remains 
negligible. Most Rainforest Alliance and UTZ Certified products grown in the region are also 
destined for Europe and North America. Still, Brazil is a global source of sustainable coffee, soya 
beans, sugar, juices and herbs. Argentina and Chile are well-established southern hemisphere 
sources of organic fruits and vegetables, whilst Colombia and Peru are important exporters of 
natural ingredients. The region is also a major source of fair trade products, such as cocoa, sugar, 
and coffee. The development and extension of domestic markets for sustainable products is 
an opportunity for the region. 
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Index 

Antigua and Barbuda pp.  10, 15,17,18,19,24,33 

Argentina pp.  18,10,11,14-19,21-25,32-36,46 

Barbados pp.  10,17,18,19,22,24,47 

Belize pp.  11,15-19,22,24 

Bolivia pp.  10,15,16-19,21-22,24,44 

Brazil pp.  8,10,11,15-19,21-32, 35-36,38-39 

Chile pp.  8,10-11,15,17-19,21-25,32-33,35-37,39,41-42,46 

Colombia pp.  10,11,13-15,17-19,21-23,25,35,44,46 

Costa Rica pp.  6,8,10-11,15-19,21-25,35-38,44 

Cuba pp.  10-11,15,17-19,21,23-25,32-33 

Dominican Republic pp.  10-11,15-19,21,23-24,32 

Ecuador pp.  8,10,14-15,17-19,22,24-25,32-33,36-37,39-41,44 

El Salvador pp.  11,15-16,18-19,21-23 

Guatemala pp.  11,15-19,21,23-25,32,37 

Honduras pp.  10-11,15-19,21,23,25,37,39 

Jamaica pp.  10,17,18,19,24,32 

Mexico pp.  10-11,13,15,17-19,21-23,25,33,35-36 

Nicaragua pp.  11,15-19,21,24-25 

Peru pp.  10-11,14,15,17-18,19,21-22,24-25,33,37,46 

Uruguay pp.  11,15-19,21,23,25,35 
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Agriculture and fishery    

   Agriculture pp 12,15,22,24,29-30,32-33,40-41 
   Inter-America Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 
(IICA) 

pp 
15 

   Ministries of Agriculture pp 31 

   Sustainable Agriculture pp 29 

   Organic Agriculture pp 40,41,48 

Buildings and construction  pp.  27,33,35 

Consumer goods   

   Consumer information  pp 44  

   Eco-labelling pp 16,33-35 ,44 

Financial sector pp.  7 

   Financial instruments pp.  9,36,43,  

   Financial authorities  pp. 39 

   Financial institutions pp. 44 

   Sustainable finance pp. 30 

Education pp.  
7,14,16,22,24,25,28,30,32,35- 
37,43 

   Sustainable lifestyles and education  pp 9,14,41,44 

Food & Beverage pp.  7,11,29 

   Sustainable food products pp. 44,45 

   Sustainable food systems pp 14,31 

   Food labeling  pp. 42 

   Food and agriculture  pp. 33 

   Organic food  pp. 39 

   Food waste pp. 36 

Forestry pp.  11-12,33 

Environmental services pp.  7,10,18 

   Environmental technology  pp. 20 

   Environmental economics pp. 25 

   Environmental quality management pp. 24, 36, 39, 47 

   Environmental indicators pp. 25, 26 

   Socio-environmental pp. 27, 31, 44 

   Environmental agenda pp. 28,30-31 

   Environmental fund pp. 36 

   Environmental recognition system pp. 37 

   Environmental Agenda for Public Administration (A3P) pp. 30 

Government and Civil Society pp.  24, 27, 28, 30, 34, 37, 38, 39, 44 
   Regional Council on Sustainable Consumption and     
   Production 

pp 
8,13-14,30-31 

Housing pp.  33, 42 

Industrial sector pp.  27 

   UN Industrial Development Organization  pp. 21 

Tourism pp.  7,11,14,22-24,26,31,33,35,43  

   Sustainable tourism  pp. 26,31,33,35 

   National Plan on Sustainable Tourism, 2010 pp. 23 

Waste - incl. Chemicals pp.  12, 13-14,21,28-31 
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Integrated waste management pp. 13-14,21,28, 30-31,33,3743 

Solid waste management pp. 30,37 

Water pp.  22,25,28,31,33 

   Water conservation  pp. 22 

   National water policy pp. 33 

   Water management pp. 37 
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