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2020 One Planet network Executive Meeting

Evidence-based action: Strengthening the science-policy
interface on natural resources

This month dives deeper into the session on strengthening the science-policy-action
interface, as discussed at the 2020 One Planet network Executive Meeting.  
The Task Group on “Catalysing science-based policy action on SCP” has been
established to leverage the complementarity of the scientists and experts in the
International Resource Panel and the practitioners of the different stakeholder
groups in the One Planet network.  The task group is applying a systemic and value
chain approach to the three sectors prioritised: food, buildings & construction, and
textiles.

In the food sector, for example, an initial analysis shows that while the primary
production stage is most resource-intensive, farmers are highly fragmented and often
have limited scope to change their practices. In comparison, the middle part of the
value chain (e.g. food processing, retail, food service) is highly consolidated and
structurally powerful, and therefore has the potential to positively influence natural
resource use through the way it shapes both production and consumption.

Do these initial findings make sense with regards to the sector that you work in?
Which stage of the value chain is your organisation working on, and what types of
scientifically based recommendations would you need in order to shift how your
organisation operates within the value chain?

Read the full report of the 2020 One Planet network Executive meeting to find out
more about the discussions and how they might be relevant to your work

2020 High Level Political Forum

Online format provides increased
opportunities for participation

This year’s meeting of the high-level political forum on
sustainable development will be held from 7-16 July
2020, including a three-day ministerial meeting from
14-16 July. The theme is "Accelerated action and
transformative pathways: realizing the decade of
action and delivery for sustainable development ".

The COVID-19 crisis has necessitated a largely online
format to this year’s forum, providing an opportunity
for stakeholders from around the world to virtually
take part in dozens of side events, VNR labs, learning
labs, and other dialogues, wherever you are located.

Take a look at the full programme of the 2020 HLPF to
see what you would like to connect to over the next 8
days
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Progress report of the One Planet
network to the HLPF: Addressing the
root drivers of unsustainable
consumption and production

The Progress Report of the 10YFP submitted for the
2020 session of the High-Level Political Forum, states
that “perpetuating current modes of production and
consumption, and the current levels of inequality
associated with them, threatens the achievement of
the entire 2030 Agenda”.  In order to reverse this trend,
the report continues, it will be necessary to address the
root drivers of unsustainable consumption and
production, which are socio-economic in nature.

According to data reported in 2019 under the 12.1.1
indicator on national SCP policies, 70% of reported
policies are relevant to SDGs with socioeconomic
objectives.  And yet, the economic and social
dimensions are not reflected in the targets and
impacts of the reported policies under SDG 12.1.1,
suggesting a disconnect between the goals of policies,
and their means of implementation and measurement.

Still, opportunities to address these socio-economic
drivers and accelerate action have been identified
across the One Planet network. For example, nearly
20% of both policy instruments and network activities
reported in 2019 were associated with the sectors of
Agriculture, Food & Beverage and Construction –
sectors which alone accounted for nearly 70% of the
world’s total material footprint in 2015.

Read the full 2020 HLPF report to further understand
how the One Planet network is addressing key socio-
economic drivers of unsustainable consumption and
production

 

NEWS

Making sustainable public
procurement part of the COVID-19
fiscal response

In the face of deep economic and social crises resulting
from the COVID-19 pandemic, some countries and
business groups have been calling for a temporary
easing of environmental rules.

At a time when governments need to conduct
expansionary fiscal policies to limit or avoid economic
recessions, Sustainable Public Procurement must take
its place in the range of fiscal instruments considered
in the green recovery packages. Representatives from
the UN Environment Programme have recently written
a blog on the Green Growth Knowledge
Platform, outlining key goals and barriers for
implementation as well as priority sectors.

Find out more and read the entire blog piece
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Helping policymakers to enact green
industrial policies

Over the next 6-18 months, it is estimated that
countries will invest more than US$ 20 trillion
to recover from the fallout of COVID-19, with the global
economy expected to shrink by 3% this year. The
makeup of these economic decisions will define the
shape of our societies and economies for decades to
come.

To provide policymakers with the tools needed to
enact green industrial policies to boost growth and
competitiveness, the Partnership for Action on Green
Economy (PAGE) has developed a new course on
Green Industrial Policy: Promoting Competitiveness
and Structural Transformation.

Find out more about what strategies different
countries are taking, and how to take this online
course

 

CALLS FOR PROPOSALS

Call for proposals through Biodiversity
Information for Development (BID)

The Global Biodiversity Information Facility has issued
a call for the submission of concept notes for project
funding through Biodiversity Information for
Development (BID), a programme funded by the
Directorate-General for International Partnerships of
the European Union.  Grants are open to institutions
based in eligible countries in sub-Saharan Africa .

The call seeks to support projects from sub-Saharan
Africa that: Mobilize biodiversity data relevant to
decisions supporting sustainable development; Use
and extend best practices for digitizing natural history
collections and mobilizing other biodiversity data;
Apply biodiversity data in support of decision-making
and research, and; Develop lasting national, regional or
thematic networks to support ongoing data sharing
and reuse

See here more information on how to submit your
concept note by August 27th 2020

 

UNEP is accepting applications for an
implementing partner for Eco-
innovation among SMEs in Georgia

UNEP is looking for an Implementing Partner to
provide technical support for greening small-medium
enterprises (SMEs) in Georgia. As part of the EU-
funded “European Union for Environment”
(EU4Environment) programme (2019 – 2023), UNEP is
leading a component on promoting ecological value-
chains and product innovation among Georgian SMEs.

While it is advantageous if the applying entity is based
in Georgia, applications from entities outside the
country are also welcome.

Click here for more information on this opportunity
and to submit an application before July 20th 2020

 

COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES
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Opportunity to join new working
group for Product Lifetime Extension
and participate in survey

The One Planet network Consumer Information
Programme recently set up a new working group on
Product Lifetime Extension, led by UNEP and the Akatu
Institute. The Working Group aims to bring together
practitioners and policy makers and push progress
towards product lifetime extension policies and
practices worldwide and better engage consumers by
raising awareness and improving communication on
product lifetime extension, and invites interested
organisations to join.

As a first activity under the working group, UNEP is
developing a mapping of (existing or in the pipeline)
policy and regulatory actions that address product
lifetime extension around the world.

Find out if this working group is for you, and how to
participate in the survey to map existing product
lifetime extension policies around the world

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS

71 new good practice cases to inspire
public buyers

The European Commission has just published a report
collecting 71 good practice cases on how public buyers
have implemented socially responsible public
procurement (SRPP), in order to  promote employment
opportunities, decent work, social inclusion,
accessibility, ethical trade, design for all and seeking to
achieve wider compliance with social standards. 

The cases address a diverse selection of products and
services, encompass all phases of the public
procurement process, and include a broad range of
public buyers, ranging from local and national
governments, to public hospitals.

Download the full report to find out more about SRPP
in the European Union

 

Launch of the Digital Annual Report
2019 of the UN Interagency Task Team
on Sustainable Procurement in the
Health Sector (SPHS)

SPHS has launched this dynamic and engaging report
which profiles the efforts of the SPHS Members (UNDP,
UNEP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNOPS, WHO, Gavi,
The Global Fund, and Unitaid) to implement
sustainable and ethical procurement policies that
positively impact the global health supply chain and
achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050.

Explore the entire interactive report to find out more
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Monitoring Implementation and
Estimating the Benefits of
Sustainable/Green Public
Procurement in Northeast and
Southeast Asia

This report provides an introduction to monitoring
sustainable public procurement with a focus on
environment - or Green Public Procurement (GPP) - the
different elements that can be evaluated and the
benefits of each of them, as well as how different
central governments in Asia are defining their
monitoring systems. 

The objective is to inspire other countries and
authorities in the region to set up such systems to
support their GPP policies and the global reporting of
SGD target 12.7 (promote public procurement
practices that are sustainable in accordance with
national policies and priorities)

Find out more about the process leading up to the
publication of this important document

 

PROGRAMME NEWSLETTERS

Sustainable Buildings and
Construction programme

In the latest version of the SBC newsletter, check out
the work of the programme on upcoming reports
around circular built environment, which organisations
have recently joined the Multistakeholder Advisory
Committee (MAC), various project preparations,
resource mobilisation efforts, and more.

Read the full version of the newsletter and subscribe
to receive it directly in the future

 

DID YOU MISS IT?

Soft launch of the SBC regional
Circular Built Environment Reports

On June 23rd, a soft launch webinar presented
summaries of the SBC regional Circular Built
Environment reports, as well as conclusions and
recommendations with commentary by experts from
Asia, Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean.  A
crucial part of the reports is to give recommendations
on how to move forward towards a sustainable and
circular built environment.

Panelists discussed the key findings of the report so far
and listened to building professionals from different
stakeholder groups and geographical regions to
sharpen and shape the recommendations.
Gathered input will be used to finalize the reports,
which are planned to be published later this year at the
World Sustainable Built Environment Conference .

Find out more about these reports and listen to the
full webinar recording
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Getting Serious about Living: 1.5-
degree lifestyles and opportunities

This webinar brought together experts from research,
business and media to offer their visions on:  What is
sustainable living and COVID19 trends? How can
business contribute to building back better with a
people centric approach? How can media motivate the
needed transformational change?

This was the first in a broader series of webinars -
Sustainable Living 1.5: Empowering people to live
better and lighter - that will inspire participants to drive
change, highlight real ways for more sustainable living;
and provide evidence and messages for action.

Access more information about the expert panel and
listen to the whole recording

 

“Can I Recycle this?” A global mapping
and assessment of standards, labels
and claims on plastic packaging

The webinar held on June 15th gave an overview of this
new report from the Consumer Information
programme, presented the methodology and shared
the main findings as well as five key recommendations
to improve consumer information on plastic packaging.
The report presentation was followed by
a discussion with National Focal Points from various
regions on the role of governments and a response to
the report. 

Read more about the report and access the full
webinar recording

 

Do you have a story or event you would like included in our Monthly Update? To be
considered, simply share a thumbnail picture, any relevant links and a brief description of

80 words or less in an e-mail to oneplanet@un.org . 

Come say hello!
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is hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme in
Paris, France.
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