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Reporting: Only one week left to report
your progress on SDG 12

Measuring and recording progress is critical to meeting
the SDGs.

Which is why we are asking you to report on your
activities.

Through reporting your progress and achievements each
year, you contribute to defining the current state of
knowledge on SCP and you help guide the
implementation and strategy for achieving SDG 12.

Reporting is open for one more week now until next
Wednesday, January 15. It takes less than 10 minutes to
report on an activity using the simple online form.

The more that partners collectively report , the more value
we can all can get out of the One Planet network.

Announcements

One Planet network and International
Resource Panel launch task group to
catalyse science-based policy action on
SCP

The science is clear on the need to decouple economic
growth from natural resource use, yet this evidence does
not always reach key decisions makers in a way that is
relevant and actionable.

To meet this need, the One Planet network and the
International Resource Panel have formed a task group to
distill the key messages of the International Resource
Panel and ensure that they are actionable.

The task group, which met for the first time in late
December, will identify key points of intervention on
resource use across value-chains in the resource-
intensive sectors of Construction, Agri-Food and Textiles.
The task group will also demonstrate the role that natural
resources and SDG 12 play in achieving agreed
international objectives on climate, biodiversity and
sustainable development.

Read the full terms of reference and composition of the
task group  
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UNDP and UNEP commit to collaborate
on incorporating material efficiency into
climate change NDCs

Achim Steiner, Administrator of the UN Development
Programme, and Inger Andersen, Executive Director of the
UN Environment Programme, committed their agencies to
work together on developing a template for how countries
can incorporate resource efficiency into their Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions under the Paris Agreement.

The two UN agency heads made the commitment at
COP25 for the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Madrid in December, during
a panel discussion hosted by the One Planet network on
enhancing resource efficiency and reducing material
footprint to meet climate commitments.

The commitment follows the launch of new research from
the International Research Panel, which shows that 23%
of all global greenhouse gas emissions are caused by the
production of materials, such as steel, cement, plastic and
rubber.

Find out more about the commitment from UNDP and
UNEP on incorporating resource efficiency into NDCs

 

New report shows that 1/4 of all
greenhouse gas emissions are caused
by material production 
 

The research from the International Resource Panel
(IRP) finds that emissions from the production of
materials like metals, wood, minerals and plastics
more than doubled over the 20-year period since 1995,
accounting for 23% of all greenhouse gas emissions in
2015.

The Resource Efficiency and Climate Change report
notes that In G7 countries, resource efficiency
strategies, including the use of recycled materials,
could reduce GHG emissions in the material cycle of
residential buildings by 80%–100% in 2050. Potential
reductions in China could amount to 80-100%; and to
50-70% in India in 2050. 

Resource efficiency strategies can also affect other
stages of the life-cycle of residential buildings, leading
to synergistic reductions of energy use. Looking at the
whole building life-cycle, resource efficiency strategies
could reduce emissions in 2050 from the construction,
operations, and dismantling of homes by 35-40% in the
G7. Analogous savings could be up to 50-70% in China
and India.

Download the summary of the report for policymakers
here.  
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New report provides recommendations
for moving towards a zero-emissions,
efficient and resilient buildings and
construction sector

A new report by the Global Alliance for Buildings and
Construction provides examples of actions from
countries, cities and the private sector of how the
buildings and construction sector is using reform to drive
decarbonization.

The recommendations in the report cover several
categories, including the importance of taking a lifecycle
approach to reduce the environmental impact of materials
and equipment in the buildings and construction value
chain.

The report provides best practice examples, such as an
eco-labelling scheme in India that evaluates the green
features of materials based on eight parameters: product
design; product performance; raw materials;
manufacturing process; waste management; lifecycle
approach; product stewardship; and innovations.

Read the full 2019 Global Status Report for Buildings and
Construction here .

 

We Need You

Startup competition launched for
enabling sustainable everyday living in
Asia and the Pacific

The UN Environment Programme has launched the Asia
Pacific Low Carbon Lifestyles Challenge, as a contributing
activity to the One Planet network Sustainable Lifestyles
and Education programme.  The Challenge will find and
nurture entrepreneurs with early stage start-ups that
focus on one or more of the following categories: Low-
carbon energy, low carbon mobility, and plastic waste
prevention.

Selected applicants will be eligible for grants, mentoring
and other support to make their startup vision a reality. 

Find more information on the Asia Pacific Low Carbon
Lifestyles Challenge and how to apply by 23 January

 

Give your feedback on a new toolkit
exploring public procurement and
human rights

The Danish Institute for Human Rights has published a
new toolkit exploring how public procurement can lead to
increased respect for human rights, focusing on how
policy makers, buyers & contract managers can
implement requirements to ensure that suppliers respect
human rights – the social element of sustainable public
procurement. 

The toolkit titled Driving change through public
procurement: A toolkit on human rights for policy makers
and public buyers is being initially published as a ‘road-
testing’ version, to gather input on how it could be
improved and suggestions on good practice examples to
highlight.

To provide feedback before Monday 13 January 2020,
please email Daniel Morris: damo@humanrights.dk .

The full road-testing version of the publication can be
found here.
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Call for abstracts for World Resources
Forum 2020 Congress

The World Resources Forum is calling for submissions for
its 2020 Congress, to be held in Accra, Ghana from 23 –
25 June, 2020.

Participants are invited to submit proposals for
workshops, presentations or side events to be held at the
Congress, on the following key topics: Fair resource
extraction for a quality future; From waste to resources
for development, and; Making a case for circular
resources.

Find out more information on how to submit an abstract
before 15 February 2020.

 

 

Events

Launch of the Global Tourism Plastics
Initiative at FITUR international tourism
fair

22 January 2020, 16h – 17h30, FITUR NEXT, Hall 4, Stand
4G24

The Global Tourism Plastics Initiative, an activity of the
One Planet Sustainable Tourism programme, aims to
articulate, support and scale-up action by tourism
stakeholders to fight plastic pollution.

During the launch event, the operational structure of the
Initiative will be discussed, and interested stakeholders
will be invited to join the ongoing co-creation process of a
menu of commitments that will be developed for the
private sector, destinations and associations to develop
concrete roadmaps for implementation by 2025.
Frontrunning businesses, destinations and organizations
with a multiplier effect will present their inspiring actions
and engagement so far with the Initiative.

For more information, please contact
oneplanetstp@unwto.org  or
tourismplastics@oneplanetnetwork.org

 

In The News

UN Deputy Secretary-General lays out
challenges and opportunities ahead for
the SDG Decade of Action

The Secretary-General has issued a global call for a
Decade of Action to deliver the SDGs, to step up the
collective efforts of countries, which are not yet
approaching the scale needed to deliver the SDGs by
2030.

The Deputy Secretary General, in her remarks to Member
States, outlined three fronts around which to work:
mobilization, ambition, and solutions.

Mobilisation because the SDGs demand a transformation
of economies, societies and human behavior.  Raising
ambition because no government is currently on track to
meet the Goals by 2030, and the Decade on Action can
inspire governments to review their broader national
development plans and financing frameworks.  And
solutions, so that the waves of support for the Goals are
translated into policy changes or specific breakthroughs
that have the potential to catalyze progress on several
SDGs simultaneously, at speed and at scale.

See the full remarks from the Deputy Secretary General
on the Decade of Action here
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European Commission releases initial
roadmap of the key policies and
measures needed to achieve a European
Green Deal

The European Green Deal is a response to the urgent
climate and environmental-related challenges that the
world is currently facing.  The plan aims for a Europe in
which there are no net emissions of greenhouse gases in
2050 and where economic growth is decoupled from
resource use.

Of particular interest to the One Planet network are
elements focusing on mobilizing industry for a clean and
circular economy, building and renovating in an energy
and resource efficient way, and building a fair, healthy and
environmentally friendly food system.

Read the full communication on the European Green
Deal  

 

UN Secretary-General sets out top ten
climate action priorities for 2020

With the latest data showing global heating-causing
emissions still on the rise, UN Secretary-General António
Guterres has set out ten priority areas where much more
action is needed to keep a 1.5C future within reach.

The priorities appear in the Secretary-General’s report on
the 2019 Climate Action Summit which gathered leaders
of government, civil society and business in September in
order to set a clear direction and commitments for action
to reduce the risks posed by climate change.

The priorities for 2020 cover a number of areas, from
tacking the social dimension of climate change, to
accelerating the shift of financial flows and ensuring
access to sustainable finance.

Read the Secretary-General’s full 2020 top ten climate
action priorities

 

World Bank reaches $2 billion in
sustainable development bonds issued
while raising awareness for food loss
and waste

Since March 2019, the World Bank has issued US$2
billion equivalent through 25 Sustainable Development
Bonds in ten currencies, while engaging with investors to
raise awareness for the importance of combating food
loss and waste. 

The strong investor support for these bonds is a powerful
market signal, highlighting the diverse dividends that
reductions in food loss and waste can deliver, including
combatting hunger, supporting sustainable food
production, diets and consumption, and ultimately
addressing climate change, given that losses and waste
account for eight percent of annual global greenhouse
gas emissions.

Read the full press release from the World Bank 
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Stay in touch!

Do you have a story or event you would like included in our Monthly Update? To be
considered, simply share a thumbnail picture, any relevant links and a brief description of

80 words or less in an e-mail to oneplanet@un.org . 

Follow us on Twitter @10YFP !

www.oneplanetnetwork.org

This update has been produced by the 10YFP Secretariat, which
is hosted by the United Nations Environment Programme in
Paris, France.
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