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Update on the Core Activities of the 10YFP SPP Programme

The Executive Summary of the 2017 Global Review of SPP now
available in French
The executive summary of the 2017 Global Review has been translated into French. It can be downloaded from the
SCP Clearinghouse’s Knowledge Hub (select “French” and click on download). The executive summary will soon be
available in all 6 official UN languages.
The 2017 Global Review report examines the state of sustainable public procurement (SPP) policies and practices
undertaken by national governments worldwide in the last five years. Building on the findings of the first edition
of the Global Review published in 2013 and on research conducted between 2015 and 2016 among 41 national
governments and more than 200 SPP stakeholders, this report aims to track the progress made and deepen the
collective understanding of the current barriers, needs, opportunities and innovations in SPP.
For more information, please contact Ms. Claire Thiebault (UN Environment) at claire.thiebault@unep.org
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Update on the Working Groups of the 10YFP SPP Programme

1A-Implementing SPP on the Ground
The Working group 1A (WG1A), led by ICLEI-Local Governments for
Sustainability, has successfully selected 4 local governments in China and the
Republic of Korea to support their procurement of eco-innovative products
and services. In addition to practical support for procurement, WG1A aims
to build on and strengthen an existing network of local authorities on Green
Public Procurement (GPP) in East Asia, and work with local governments to
monitor the impact of GPP.
To date, Binhai New District, Guangming New District, Urumqi Economic
Technological Development Zone (Totunhe District) from China and Suwon
City from South Korea have each signed the commitment letter to participate

English subtitle: Procurement
Guideline on Recycled Asphalt
Concrete (RAC)

in the project.
In July 2017, ICLEI, in cooperation with Korea Environmental Industry & Technology Institute (KEITI), assisted Suwon
city to produce a Procurement Guideline on Recycled Asphalt Concrete (RAC) in Korean. The guideline includes a basic
concept for green product and procurement procedures & methods on RAC. As of August 2017, this guideline has
been distributed to all departments that directly procure RAC or are involved in GPP work in Suwon.
The three participating jurisdictions from China have all completed GPP questionnaires developed by ICLEI, which
provide an in-depth understanding of their GPP baselines and needs. The next planned activities are study visits to
Chinese local governments and the development of customized GPP action plans for each of them.
For more information, please contact Mr. Philipp Tepper, ICLEI, philipp.tepper@iclei.org

4A-SPP and Human Rights
The 10YFP SPP Programme now has a new working group, which will explore the linkages between SPP and human
rights issues.
The working group 4A is jointly managed by the International Corporate Accountability Roundtable (ICAR) and the
Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR). DIHR and ICAR have already together established and jointly lead the
International Learning Lab on Public Procurement and Human Rights.
This working group will focus on promoting the integration of human rights (including labor rights) considerations
into public purchasing. One of its final deliverables will be a new toolkit for practitioners to operationalize human
rights in public purchasing based on practitioners’ expertise from the public and private sector.
Fund raising activities to cover the envisaged scope of the working group are on-going. Organizations interested in
providing funding for this working group, or contributing in other ways, are therefore welcome to contact the lead
organizations by e-mailing Nicole Vander Meulen (ICAR) at nicole@icar.ngo and Claire Methven O’Brien (DIHR) at cob@
humanrights.dk.

4B-Supporting SPP Implementation through the Use of
Ecolabelling and Sustainability Standards
On Tuesday the 27th of June 2017, the Working Group 4B held its fourth annual in-person meeting. This year’s meeting
took place in the side-lines of the Global Sustainability Standards Conference in Zurich, Switzerland. It brought
together a diverse range of stakeholders to share information about their efforts, how they connect SPP to private
standards and ecolabels, and which common obstacles and opportunities they are facing. A variety of topics and tools
were discussed, including different approaches for building capacity of procurement practitioners to use standards
and ecolabels, how to ensure local adaptation, and challenges regarding verification.
The summary report of the meeting is available from the SCP Clearinghouse, as are the speaker presentations from
the meeting. For further information, please contact Mr. David D’Hollander, ISEAL Alliance, davidh@isealalliance.org

4C-Promoting Resource-efficient Business Models and
Circular Economy
The key activities of the Working Group 4C (WG4C) are promoting resource-efficient business models and circular
economy, collating best practices from emerging pilots for alternative procurement and collecting cases of business
models shifting away from the inefficient, wasteful and increasingly costly linear make-use-dispose models.
WG4C has completed its scheduled activities including workshop and training on the topic of circular procurement.
Training materials will soon be released on the SCP Clearinghouse. The Working Group outputs were also presented
at the World Circular Economy Forum 2017 in June, Helsinki. WG 4C has reached 540 delegates, including training 320
delegates in the policy-makers workshop. The most recent of these workshops were held at the Procura+ Seminar in
Rome and a Nordic Green Growth meeting in Copenhagen.
The Working Group is now finishing its activities. Enquiries on next steps should be directed to Mr. Cuno Van Geet,
Rijkswaterstaat, cuno.van.geet@rws.nl
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Highlights in the Regions & Countries

Asia Pacific Green Public Procurement Partnership Project has
been launched
Asia Pacific Green Public Procurement Partnership Project (APGP) has been launched successfully in cooperation
with UN Environment, Asia-Pacific office in September 2017. The project aims to strengthen the capacity of national
governments in the Asia-Pacific region via the provision of policy consultations and technical assistance for GPP
implementation in priority sectors between 2017 and 2018. So far, preliminary study has been conducted so as to
assess the status of green public procurement and eco-labelling in selected ASEAN countries and to identify potential
capacity development needs. The inception workshop of the project is scheduled to be held on 27th and 28th
September in Bangkok, Thailand in order to officially kick-start the project.

Event on SPP co-organized
by UN Environment and the
French Procurement Agency
On the 6th of July 2017 a colloquium on the topic of SPP
was jointly organized by UN Environment, the lead of
the 10YFP SPP Programme, and the French Procurement
Agency (Direction des achats de l’Etat, DAE). Most
participants were procurement professionals from a large
© UN Environment

number of French agencies and institutions. Scholars
and researchers focusing on the topics of SPP were also
present. On this occasion, Mr. Farid Yaker, Programme

Officer at UN Environment, presented the main outcomes of the recently published 2017 Global Review of SPP.
The second half of the event consisted in a round table that touched upon different topics and current challenges
regarding sustainable procurement in the public sector. The three guiding questions were:
1.

How to increase political support to SPP?

2.

How to find the right balance between economic efficiency and sustainability in public procurement?

3.

How to modernize the procurement function within public organisations?

Mr. Jacques Schramm, President of the working group ISO PC 277 and President of A2 Consulting, then presented the
new ISO 20400 standard on sustainable procurement. Ms. Mieke Pieters, former director of sustainable procurement
at the city of Ghent delivered the closing remarks and reiterated the importance of encouraging dialogue between
public buyers and suppliers, and advocated for the integration of life-cycle costing methodologies in procurement
process and the development of knowledge-sharing platforms.
This event also marked the official launch of the new francophone network on SPP, managed by UN Environment (click
here to see the call for participation in French). More information on the event and the agenda are available on the
SPP news page.

India Strives for Sustainability
through SPP in the Health Sector
UNDP HIV Health and Development Team in Eastern Europe and
Central Asia, in collaboration with UN Environment and Health Care
Without Harm, delivered a sustainable public health procurement
training in New Delhi, India on 10-11 April 2017. The training was
aimed at helping participants to develop sustainable procurement
policies and strategies, learn the SPP approach to adapt and integrate
sustainable practices into healthcare procurement processes, monitor
the implementation of sustainable public healthcare procurement
at a national and regional level and align with the targets for the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. For more
information, please read the training report.

Mainstreaming SPP through the Introduction of Product
Service Systems in the Western Cape
The IISD/WWF/Western Cape Government (WCPG) project team has been
invited to present at the Western Cape Annual Supply Chain Manager
Indaba: Sustainable Procurement that will be held on the 20th and 21st
of November 2017, the most important annual event dedicated to ongoing capacity building of supply chain managers in the Western Cape.
In addition, the project team will host a follow-up workshop at the same
venue with selected participants for an in-depth session that will entail the
launch and dissemination of the report Moving towards Performance-based
Procurement in the Western Cape: A Guidebook for Policymakers and Procurers.
This multi-focus publication not only covers the strategic importance of SPP as a key driver
of sustainable growth, but also aligns it with existing practice in the Western Cape. It also
includes case studies, both international and local, to demonstrate real life applications, as
well as tools and guidelines for practitioners.
For more information, please visit the project page of IISD.

2017 Procura+ Awards Finalists Announced
Six finalists for the 2017 Procura+ Awards have been announced, representing outstanding sustainable and innovation
procurements carried out in Europe. All six are competing across three award categories: ‘Sustainable Procurement of
the Year’, ‘Innovation Procurement of the Year’ and ‘Tender Procedure of the Year’.
The finalists are ATC Torino (Home Territory Agency of Central Piedmont) (Italy) for building energy performance
solutions; the Netherlands Institute for Safety for sustainable fire service clothing; Hyvinkää Municipality (Finland),
for its eco-labelled pre-school building; Public Health Wales (UK) for remanufacture of office furnishings; City of Lahti
(Finland) for asphalt from waste roofing materials; and Ministry of Defence Netherlands for procurement of textiles
from recycled fibres.

The winners will be announced and the awards will be presented as part of
the Third Major eafip Event on Innovation Procurement in Tallinn, Estonia on
17 October. The finalists were chosen after extensive deliberations of a jury
comprised of procurement experts Philippe le Quement (DG Growth), Maria
Pagel Fray and Casper Marott (City of Copenhagen), Paula Trindade (LNEG),
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Floris den Boer (PIANOo), and Philipp Tepper (ICLEI – Local Governments for
Sustainability).

Jury member Philippe le Quement said: “We were incredibly impressed by the quality of applications to this year’s
awards and it was a real pleasure to learn more about the impressive strides being taken across Europe in innovative
and sustainable procurement”.
The category ‘Innovation Procurement of the Year’ acknowledges PPI and public authorities as launch customers,
while ‘Sustainable Procurement of the Year’ rewards the outstanding environmental, social and economic impacts
of a procurement. ‘Tender Procedure of the Year’ recognizes exceptional approaches to sustainable and innovation
procurement.
For more information on the finalists, visit the Procura+ website, a network of European public authorities and regions
that connect, exchange and act on sustainable and innovation procurement initiated and coordinated by ICLEI.

Philippines launches GPP Roadmap
with EU SWITCH PSC Programme
The Philippine Government has launched a GPP Roadmap with
technical support from the EU-SWITCH PSC programme, aimed at
reducing the environmental impact of goods and services procured
by Philippine government agencies.
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The Roadmap, which is part of the Philippine Development Plan (PDP)
2017-2022’s Strategic Framework to Ensure Ecological Integrity, Clean
and Healthy Environment, focuses on core green criteria across 20 product categories which will be made gradually
more comprehensive in the coming years. The Philippine Government will use the GPP Roadmap to demonstrate
how a Life-Cycle Costing (LCC) approach taken by procurers can influence manufacturing practice, and represent a
Philippine contribution to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
The Roadmap has been in development since 2016 under the direction of the Government Procurement Policy BoardTechnical Support Office (GPPB-TSO).
For more information on GPP in the Philippines, visit the Philippine Government’s GPPB-TSO website. Further
information on the SWITCH Asia programme can be found on the dedicated European Commission website.

SPPI Network of the Balearic Islands launched
On 5 June 2017, 27 participants from the central, regional and local governments from the Balearic Island attended the
“Day of Eco-Municipalism” to boost the Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy, Sustainable and Innovative Public
Procurement, and to officially launch the new SPPI Network of the Balearic Islands.

During the first session of the event, the agreement and promotion of the Sustainable Energy Action Plans (SEAPs)
was presented. The agreement was signed in January 2017 by the Ministry of Environment, Agriculture and Fishing,
the Ministry of Territory, Energy and Mobility and the Council of Mallorca. The commitments and opportunities for
participating municipalities were explained at the presentation as well as the possibilities to replicate the initiative in
other islands of the Balearic Islands: Menorca, Eivissa and Formentera.
In the second part of the meeting, the Government of the Balearic Islands introduced the SPP Regions project and
the recently established Balearic Network of Sustainable and
Innovative Public Procurement. Ecoinstitut and ICLEI presented
the dynamics and benefits of regional SPPI networks, and
introduced some of the key elements of sustainable and
innovative procurement.
For more information on SPP Regions visit the project’s
website, to listen to the video presentation prepared by SPP
© ICLEI SP Platform
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Regions Coordinator visit ICLEI’s Youtube channel.

News and Publications on SPP & 10YFP
News

New partner: the French Ministry of Armed Forces
The French Ministry of Armed Forces of France (Ministère des Armées) is an important landowner and employer in France.
It is also one of the biggest public buyers in the country. It has a very diversified purchasing portfolio, e.g. construction
sites, vehicles, intellectual services and many others. It has since 2007 focused on developing a sustainable procurement
approach, through the adoption of four successive ministerial directives on sustainable procurement. Each purchasing
department develops an annual sustainable purchasing action plan.

News

Celebrate 20 years of “Seedling” Certification by DIN CERTCO
The internationally recognized compostability mark “Seedling” of the association
European Bioplastics is now celebrating its birthday. Right from the start in 1997 DIN
CERTCO certifies products and materials according to the EN 13432 standard and
can benefit from longtime experience in this field related to standardization. In the
meanwhile the compostability certification can also be achieved according to other
national or international standards, like ASTM D 6400 or ISO 17088. Furthermore DIN
CERTCO expanded its services by home compostability and biobased certification.
DIN CERTCO is an independent certification body belonging to TÜV Rheinland: the organizaiton to contact for all
aspects of conformity assessment. One aspect is the certification service offered in the environmental field, especially
compostability and biobased certification. For end-consumer it is of great importance to be able to rely on claims
of compostable products or products made of renewable materials. Here, voluntary compliance confirmations of
independent certifiers are a good choice. For more information please visit the official website of DIN CERTCO, or
contact info@dincertco.de

