
  

 

 

Dear all,  

We hope you are well and staying safe! We are excited to be sharing with you a new 

round of updates and news on a collection of your and our work on sustainability and 

circularity in the textile value chain.  

As always, thank you for keeping us updated and please do keep on sending us your 

news – we look forward to reading from you and sharing your resources in our 

newsletter as well as on our website.  

We hope you enjoy reading this update and look forward to continuing to keep in 

touch! 

 

  

 

UNEP in the news 

 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oneplanetnetwork.org%2Funep-textile-value-chain&data=02%7C01%7Cmaelys.nizan%40un.org%7C8194d118f85f41aaea9508d848381b15%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C637338753087749878&sdata=iTJm%2BmKdg%2Bvuyy4PpiUgMW78lhUdYKqWwrOrcQG2Wfk%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

UNEP West Africa, fashion designer 

and UN Goodwill Ambassador Rami Kadi, 

and Jamalouki Magazine are pleased to 

announce the launch of the Designers for the 

Future Competition. The competition is open to 

young designers aged 18 to 35 who are both a 

resident and national in one of the 22 Arab 

League countries, and aims to highlight the ability 

to create innovatively while embracing a circular 

mindset. The contestants will showcase their 

talent to produce innovatively and responsibly by 

transforming leftover materials offered by Rami 

Kadi Maison de Couture into a wearable garment. 

The prize winner will win a feature 

in Jamalouki Magazine, an internship at Rami 

Kadi Maison de Couture, an invitation to UNEA-5, 

all expenses paid for by UNEP West Asia, and a 

UNEP certificate. Any interested participants are 

welcome to register by May 10th! 

https://www.unep.org/regions/west-asia/designers-future


 

 

Join the launch webinar for the InTex project on 

15th June at 11:00 a.m.  CEST. InTex is a three-

year project led by UNEP and funded by the 

European Union (EU) to promote sustainable 

business practices and economic models in the 

textile value chain. The InTex project has five 

components: two components with a global reach, 

and three components that focus on national 

implementation in three countries in Africa: Kenya, 

South Africa, and Tunisia. The national 

components aim to increase the uptake of eco-

innovation and use of Product Environmental 

Footprint (PEF) within textile SMEs while 

incorporating a strong component on LCA data 

generation. The launch will feature insights on the 

role of circularity and the textile value chain from 

UNEP, the EU, and InTex partners. Interested in 

joining the virtual launch? Register here. 
 

 

 

Share your ideas! 

 

  

https://www.unep.org/intex
http://www.rebrand.ly/InTexlaunch


 
 

 
 

 

  

On behalf of the "Fashion for Change" accelerator 

project, Ecopreneur.eu would like to hear your 

opinion on how to best clear the way for 

sustainable fashion.  This EU-funded initiative is 

designed to help innovative start-ups and SMEs 

across Europe implement and scale up circular 

fashion models.  Feel free to share your ideas via 

their 5-minute poll on viable circular economy 

approaches, their positive impact, and how they 

can help us break free from linear production and 

consumption models. All are welcome to share the 

link with SMEs, peers and other experts from the 

sustainable textiles and fashion industry, findings 

will be shared with respondents in July. 

 
  

 

 

Events 

 

 

https://tinyurl.com/F4C-Poll


 

 

The Elle Education Seminar Series held its first 

session in April. The seminar series 

is organised with support from the UN Office for 

Partnerships. In three live sessions, 

the series will analyse sustainability in the lifestyle 

industries from different angles, as well as 

introduce trends and innovative ideas to be 

implemented with the objective of reaching global 

sustainability. Follow this link to view the full 

schedule, the second event will be held 

on June 11th.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Global Fashion Agenda will be running a Fashion 

CEO Agenda Launch Event on May 12th 15:00 

– 17:30 CET. The Fashion CEO Agenda is co-

authored by Global Fashion Agenda’s strategic 

partners and is designed to mobilise and guide the 

fashion industry to take action. The online event 

will consist of live panels, intimate dialogue and 

cross-continental exchanges, bringing together 

leaders from fashion, finance and NGOs. Full 

details on the agenda and sign-up link 

are available here.  

 

https://elle.education/seminar-series/?utm_source=collaboration&utm_medium=social%20media&utm_campaign=seminar%20series
https://www.globalfashionagenda.com/fashion-ceo-agenda/programme/


 

 

Following the launch, a Policy Gaps & 

Opportunities Event will be held on May 19th at 

13.00-17.15 CEST for fashion and policy 

stakeholders, co-hosted by the Policy Hub - 

Circularity for Apparel and Footwear. The event 

will be centred around the priorities presented in 

the Fashion CEO Agenda and how policy can 

potentially support the further activation of each 

priority. You can sign up here.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

WRAP launched Textiles 2030™ on April 

26th, a new initiative on a mission to transform the 

fashion and textiles sector into a climate-neutral 

and profitable industry that is fit for the future. The 

event included expert panel sessions with 

speakers such as WRAP CEO Marcus Gover, 

Baroness Lola Young, Environment Minister 

Rebecca Pow, Richard Swannell, Head of WRAP 

Global and Jonas Eder-Hansen of Global Fashion 

Agenda. More information on Textiles 2030 can 

be found here and the recording 

is available here (signing up to Underline is 

required for access). 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.policyhub.org/
https://www.policyhub.org/
https://hopin.com/events/fashion-ceo-agenda-2021-policy
https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/textiles/initiatives/textiles-2030
https://underline.io/events/101/main-stage


 

 

The Environmental Coalition on Standards 

(ECOS) held a webinar on April 20th on ‘Durable, 

repairable and mainstream - how ecodesign can 

make our textiles circular’. Topics included: the 

current ecological footprint of textile products and 

the EU policies and standards needed to advance 

towards circular textiles; recommended ecodesign 

requirements regarding durability, reusability, 

repairability and recyclability of textiles; and the 

EU policy agenda on textiles and the next steps in 

the drafting of the EU Strategy for Sustainable 

Textiles. The related report, slides and recording  

from the webinar are all available for viewing. 
 

 

 

Reports & publications 

 

 

https://ecostandard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ECOS-REPORT-HOW-ECODESIGN-CAN-MAKE-OUR-TEXTILES-CIRCULAR.pdf
https://ecostandard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Durable-repairable-and-mainstream-How-ecodesign-can-make-our-textiles-circular-Webinar-slides.pdf
https://ecostandard.org/news_events/register-for-our-webinar-on-ecodesign-for-circular-textiles/


 

 

Adelphi released a report on ‘Facilitation of green 

financing for leather and textiles SMEs from 

financial institutions in Pakistan’. The 

report,  produced with technical assistance from 

WWF-Pakistan and the EU, summarises 

conclusions from a needs assessment study 

which provides a gap analysis of currently 

available green finance for leather and textile 

SMEs, and an outline of potential pathways to 

guide the engagement of stakeholders to facilitate 

greater green financing for SMEs in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wwfasia.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/green_financing_for_leather_and_textile_enterprises_in_pakistan_1.pdf
https://wwfasia.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/green_financing_for_leather_and_textile_enterprises_in_pakistan_1.pdf
https://wwfasia.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/green_financing_for_leather_and_textile_enterprises_in_pakistan_1.pdf


 

 

The UNEP India Country Office, in 

partnership with the Centre for Environment 

Education, announced an upcoming project 

entitled ‘Roadmap for Sustainable Textile Hub 

in India’. The project outcome will illustrate a 

detailed roadmap for a model Sustainable Textile 

Hub and outline implementable measures to 

further reduce the environmental footprint of the 

sector. While the project is to be commenced in 

the textile cluster of Surat, the roadmap is 

anticipated  to be replicated in other textile clusters 

and to eventually draw policy recommendations 

for a wider sustainable transition of the textile 

sector in India.  The launch event was 

held on April 15th, you can watch 

the recording here. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=277983927323910&ref=watch_permali


 

 

Keeping Workers in the Loop (KWIL) is a 

collaborative initiative involving industry leaders 

and stakeholders working to understand circular 

fashion’s potential job impacts and to identify 

how the transition to a circular fashion 

industry can be fair, just, and inclusive. KWIL is 

supported by Laudes Foundation 

and Sida and is led by BSR’s Sustainable Futures 

Lab, in partnership with CMS and economists 

from the University of Lincoln. Industry partners 

include H&M Group, Shahi Exports, The Renewal 

Workshop, and VF Corporation.  Read more about 

the initiative in a blog post by BSR. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bsr.org/en/our-insights/blog-view/keeping-workers-in-the-loop


 

 

As part of the ‘Decent Work in the Garment Sector 

Supply Chains in Asia’ project, implemented with 

financial support from the Swedish Development 

Agency (Sida), the ILO launched a report 

on ‘Reducing the footprint? How to assess carbon 

emissions in the garment sector in Asia’. A 

roundtable was held on April 20th in 

cooperation with the ESCAP Sustainable 

Business Network to launch the report as part of a 

wider discussion on the topic of ‘Strategies on 

Reducing and Utilizing CO2 for Cost Effective 

Business’. Presentation materials from the 

session and recording of the keynote 

address are available here. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A new report released by Circle Economy, the 

European Environmental Bureau and the Fair 

Trade Advocacy Office launches a debate on what 

constitutes truly sustainable business models. The 

report, ‘Avoiding Blind Spots: 

Promoting Circular & Fair Business Models’,  identifies 

blind spots in the European textile and electronics 

sectors, helping policymakers and business leaders 

understand how they can address the manifold 

challenges of the post COVID-19 economy. 

 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_781622.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_781622.pdf
https://esbn.unescap.org/events/esbn-roundtable-strategies-reducing-and-utilizing-co2-cost-effective-business
https://fairtrade-advocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Circular-and-Fair-report.pdf
https://fairtrade-advocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Circular-and-Fair-report.pdf


 

 

 
 

 

Regenerate Fashion launched a new 

report, ‘Fashion Threads: Systemic Perspectives 

for Circularity’. The project was funded by 

the Laudes Foundation, and Regenerate 

worked for over a year with their research 

partners Modefica and FGVces to develop this 

report which analyses circular economy concepts 

for the fashion industry, from-and-for the Global 

South. The report evaluates the impacts of 

production, use, and disposal of the three most 

used fibers in the fashion industry: cotton, viscose 

and polyester. 

 

 

 

 

https://regeneratefashion.com/2021/04/05/fashion-threads/
https://regeneratefashion.com/2021/04/05/fashion-threads/


 

 

 

Central Saint Martins, London, integrated into its 

MA Fashion Communication course the principles 

of the Manifesto for Sustainable Fashion, 

developed by MA Fashion Journalism alumna 

Bella Webb. The manifesto is a call to action, 

designed to guide the next generation of fashion 

communicators (journalists, image-makers and 

academic commentators) to learn how to 

challenge the fashion industry and hold it to 

account on sustainability, how to ask critical 

questions, and create positive change. 

 

 

 

 

Making sustainability a fashion statement  

 

 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/csm-sustainable_manifesto_-_updated_1.pdf


 

 

UNDP has launched a blog series on Making Sustainability a 

Fashion Statement. The learning journey will consist of blogs, 

interviews, and other online advocacy pieces that bring together 

voices of UNDP experts, renowned figures, and companies that 

are doing innovative work related to fashion and sustainability.  

Given the complexity of the industry and its connections and 

impacts on so many dimensions of sustainability, different themes 

will be highlighted in each blog.  Learning means moving beyond 

advocacy to demonstrating tangibly that there are alternative 

approaches being utilised by companies so as to move beyond 

advocacy to inspiring action.  

 
 

 

Recent posts include:   

• An interview with Nicolaj Reffstrup, the Founder of 

GANNI, discussing how GANNI has integrated 

sustainability and contributions to the SDG into 

its business  

• The article What about women?, which takes a look at 

the COVID-19 response of 

ethical brand SukkhaCitta and an interview 

with Elizabeth L. Cline about worker protection.  

• An interview with co-founders of Sheep Inc, Edzard van 

der Wyck and Michael Wessely, to talk about Sheep 

Inc’s journey towards ever greater sustainability. 
 

 

 

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2020/let-s-make-sustainability-a-fashion-statement.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2020/let-s-make-sustainability-a-fashion-statement.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/stories/the-pace-of-action-cannot-be-determined-by-the-last-to-act-.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2021/what-about-women--.html
https://stories.undp.org/in-pursuit-of-always-betterhow-fashion-can-be-part-of-the-climatenbspsolution?source=share-UNDP


 

 

 

 

In case you know of other people interested in receiving our news, feel free to share this link to sign up for our textiles 

newsletter. You can find our previous newsletter editions here. 

 

  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtfDszZtzPdC4RxSSGHbaXN-Jzqq-5CZjRjK1qqeNtKXIfdQ/alreadyresponded?usp=send_form.
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/textiles-newsletter

