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10YFP SPP & CI-SCP Working Group 4b –
SPP and standards and ecolabels 

‘Improving collaboration between sustainable public procurement 
and sustainability labels and standards’

Working group to act as a bridge between procurement 
experts and standards & label owners

 Build a network that brings together the public 
procurement and sustainability standards and ecolabel 
community

 Illustrate how ecolabels and sustainability standards have 
are used in SPP 

 promote effective practices through demonstration of 
projects 

 Identify new opportunities and challenges

Photo © Flickr, Creative Commons license



WG activities to Date
Area on SCP 

Clearinghouse 
(to be updated)

Webinar series

Training 
delivery/Twinning

4 x in-person 
meetings

Regular 
newsletter

Guide to credibility 
for SPP

Training module 
developed

Global state of 
affairs report

Deforestation

SPP and Claims

Comparison Tool

US EPA Guidelines

SDGs and SPP

EU Directives



Sustainable Public Procurement, standards and ecolabels

› Public spending a large section of  the market for increasing uptake of sustainably 
certified products

› Sustainability standards & labels a valuable tool for procurers in different ways

Bananas, Peru © Linus Hallgren, Fairtrade Sweden, Woodrow, Antwerp



Sustainable Public Procurement, 
standards and ecolabels

› SPP is a direct way for governments to 
increase demand for more sustainable 
products, goods and services

› Equally important: how can 
governments increase the supply and 
trade of sustainable goods and services? 

» important focus of ISEAL’s 
broader government engagement 
work

Bananas, Peru © Linus Hallgren, Fairtrade Sweden, Woodrow, Antwerp



SUSTAINABLE PUBLIC 

PROCUREMENT 
Image Copyrights: Shutterstock



Objectives
1. Build the case for SPP: 

– improve knowledge on SPP and its effectiveness as a tool to 
promote greener economies and sustainable development;

2. Support the implementation of SPP on the ground:

– Better access to capacity building resources and improved 
coordination between SPP stakeholders.

Working together to accelerate the shift to SPP 

The 10YFP SPP Programme



Legend
GOV: Government Organization

IGO: International Govt. 

Organization

NGO: Non-Governmental 

Organization

EXP: SPP Expert

CONS: Consultancy

FOUND: Foundation

FED: Federation of local 

governments

BUS: Private Sector Business

ACAD: Academia & research

103 PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
AND 10 INDIVIDUAL EXPERTS

Latin America & 

the Caribbean: 13

GOV: 5

NGO: 4

BUS: 2

EXP: 2

Africa: 9

GOV: 5

IGO: 2

EXP: 1

TRUST: 1

Eastern Europe: 1

NGO: 1

Western European

and others (WEOG): 44

GOV: 16

IGO: 4

NGO: 8

BUS:  4

FOUND: 1

EXP: 5

CONS: 5

ACAD: 1

Asia Pacific: 27

GOV: 10

BUS: 1

IGO: 3

NGO: 8

FED: 1

EXP: 2

CONS: 2

Global: 19
IGO: 7
NGO: 8
FED: 1
CONS: 2
EXP: 1

Regional distribution of 10YFP SPP partners 



• Online resource database
• Recent publications
• Webinars
• New partners
• News

One click away from Sustainable 
Consumption and Production

The first online platform dedicated to advancing 
SCP worldwide through information, knowledge 
sharing and cooperation.

Webinars
https://www.youtube.com/user/SCPClearinghouse

Communication and outreach activities

10YFP SPP newsletter
goo.gl/iRUWfz

SCP Clearinghouse website
www.scpclearinghouse.org

https://www.youtube.com/user/SCPClearinghouse
goo.gl/iRUWfz
http://www.scpclearinghouse.org/
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Objective 1: 

Provide policy support and 

technical assistance to countries 

for the design and 

implementation of 

SPP/Ecolabelling policies

Objective 2: 

Promote worldwide 

implementation of SPP through 

increased cooperation between 

key stakeholders and a better 

understanding of its potential 

benefits and impacts.

10YFP SPP 

Programme

PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES PROJECTS SCOPE

Global

SPP-EL

EaP-

GREEN

ASEAN+3 

GPP

National and 

regional

National

Regional

SPP Team projects



Mauritius

Costa Rica

Colombia

Ecuador

Peru

Brazil

Chile

Argentina

Morocco

India Vietnam

Ukraine

Moldova

Belarus

Mongolia

Assisting 16 governments through the UN Environment 
Sustainable Public Procurement and Eco-labelling & EaP-

GREEN Project Countries
(2013-2017)

Togo



Sustainable Public Procurement and Eco-labelling

MAIN OBJECTIVES
Assist countries in implementing sustainable public procurement policies and
ecolabelling and achieve synergies between these two instruments.

1) Support Public Procurement
• conduct an overall assessment through the use of UNEP’s tools and resources,

including legal framework reviews, prioritization exercises and market readiness
analysis, development of policies and action plans on sustainable public
procurement and ecolabelling

• implementation of action plans at the national level, development of
procurement manuals and guidelines

• Product prioritisation and sustainable criteria development

2) Support Companies (specially SMEs)
• Capacity building sessions and technical assistance to the private sector

3) Strenghten national eco-labels system



Sustainable Public Procurement and Eco-
label in Brazil

Steering Committee

MDIC, MMA and MP



2013

 I Workshop – Steering Committee and 
Project Kick-off

2014

 Paper Legal Framework for SPP and 
Ecolabel in Brazil

 II Workshop – Dialogue with external 
control bodies

2015

 III Workshop – Sustainability Criteria

 “Sectorial assessment on goods and 
services: cleaning products, IT and 
furniture” 

 “Paper Brazil – Recommendations for 
Sustainable Public Procurement and 
Ecolabel in Brazil” 

2016

 Steering Committee Meeting

 IV Workshop – Consultation Key 
Stakeholders Paper Brazil 

 Methodology for sustainability criteria 
development for Public Procurement 
(and validation with the Sustainability 
Area at Ministry of Planning)

2017

 SWOT analysis on Ecolabels in Brazil

 Training to SMEs on ecolabels and 
sustainability criteria

 Training to public officers on 
Sustainable Public Procurement, 
criteria and use of ecolabels

 Incorporate sustainability criteria in 
public tenders

 Final workshop

DELIVERY

Sustainable Public Procurement and 
Eco-label in Brazil



COLOMBIA SPPEL PROJECT SUCCESS 

INDICATORS 

SPP National
Action Plan 
2016-2020

Methodologi
cal Guidance

Information
system

proposal 28 
sustainability
criteria cards
including cost-

benefit

Other tools

Advisory to
entities

Comprehensive
Communications

Plan

• 204 criteria defined

•Standard bidding documents

•Cost-benefit analysis
methodology

•SPP Online course

• 37 advised

• 2 awarded processes

• 5 ongoing award processes



SUCCESS INDICATORS 

Ecolabelling
National

Action Plan 
2017-2020

Sectorial 
FODA 

Analysis

11 companies
with roadmaps

to fullfil
Colombian
Technical

Standards for SAC
31 companies
trained in SPP 

and 
ecolabelling

6 entities
advised

2 law bills for
SAC

Online course on
ecolabelling -

SAC

• 37 participants
• 8 sectors

•20 people trained

•37 advised

• Cosmetics

• Catering services
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The 2016 Global Review highlights how SPP is becoming a 

widespread practice

SP activities are on the rise in all types of organizations –

including local governments, non-profits and private sector 

companies, both large and small

Successful SPP requires a solid policy foundation, top-level 

leadership support and excellence in implementation. 

Still considerable work to be done before sustainability 

considerations become regular criteria within bid specifications 

and contracts

Conclusions 
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Some national governments are shifting their SPP policies towards 

strategic procurement policies - where sustainability is one of several 

"pillars" or goals.

SPP goes beyond "picking greener products" and encompasses 

activities at every step of the procurement cycle

SDGs and target 12.7 provides and opportunity to formulate a more 

standard definition and articulation of SPP practices and measures 

that will help in measuring progress and encourage adoption.

Transforming sustainable production and consumption patterns will 

require collaboration among all stakeholders along the supply chain. 

Conclusions 



Thanks!

Farid Yaker, Programme Officer / UN Environment / DTIE

farid.yaker@unep.org

Sign up to the 10YFP SPP Programme by writing to 
10yfpspp@unep.org 

mailto:farid.yaker@unep.org


Co-Leads: German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and 

Nuclear Safety; the Indonesian Ministry of Environment and Forestry; and Consumers 

International

Multi-stakeholder Advisory Committee (MAC) of 20; over 60 partners.

Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
Republic of Indonesia



Goal: Support the provision of quality information on goods and services, and 
effective strategies to engage consumers in sustainable consumption.

Method: implementing and supporting projects; identifying and encouraging 
policies; undertaking research; and providing collaboration platform.



Guidelines for Providing Product 
Sustainability Information

A Navigator for Making Reliable Claims



Objectives

 Improve the reliability of consumer information for sustainable
consumption through international consensus

 Set a common ground of minimum requirements to remove the 
potential for  greenwashing 

 Actively encourage organizations to take leadership and communicate
quality information in a useful manner to consumers

 Offer a tool to address…

Sustainable Development Goal 12 
Ensure sustainable consumption and production 
patterns

Target 12.8 
By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the 
relevant information and awareness for 
sustainable development and lifestyles in 
harmony with nature



Target audience

Producers 
and retailers

Marketing & 
advertising 

professionals

Procurement 
practitioners 

(private & 
public)

Governments
Labelling & 

VSS schemes

Consumer 
organisations

& 
Sustainability

NGOs

Consumer

Ultimately: support
informed choice for

consumers…
...keeping in mind: 

consumers are
communicators as well.

Compare and eventually adapt 
(upcoming) schemes and 
programmes of product sustainability 
information to the Guidelines



Fundamental principles & aspirational principles

Reliability

Relevance

Transparency

Clarity

Accessibility

Three 
Dimensions of 
Sustainability

Comparability

Encourage 
Behaviour

Change

Systematic 
Approach

Collaboration

Sustainability 
claim



Road testing in 2017
• Objective to ensure the Guidelines are actionable and to test 

applicability of provisions over regions, sectors and target groups

• Aim also to build a library of case studies from different regions 

and sectors

• Assess how existing claims & product sustainability information 

schemes meet the Guidelines’ principles to improve the way they 

communicate

• Non-disclosure 

• Become part of an expert community to exchange good practices 

and lessons learned

To learn more, email ciscp@unep.org or sign up to our newsletter 

at http://www.scpclearinghouse.org/consumer-information-scp

mailto:ciscp@unep.org
http://www.scpclearinghouse.org/consumer-information-scp


Follow us on @10YFP

Thank you!

Sign up to our newsletter and/or become a partner 

by emailing:

CISCP@unep.org

To learn more about the 10YFP:

unep.org/10yfp

www.scpclearinghouse.org

10YFP Secretariat email: 10yfp@unep.org



EU Green Public Procurement & EU
EcolabelKristine Dorosko

European Commission, DG ENV
Policy Officer at the Sustainable Production, Products &
Consumption Unit



What is GPP and EU Ecolabel?



Public Procurement Reform – Labels

Under the 2004 Directives:

• Ecolabels = source to define the requirements for
a green product in a tender

• Authorities obliged to clearly set out the  
individual requirements underlying the Ecolabel

• Labels could be used as a means of proof,  
making it easier for suppliers to prove they have  
a green product and for procurers to verify this

• Possibility to provide equivalent means of proof
(e.g. technical reports)



Procurement Reform – Labels
Under the 2014 Directives (Art 43):

• Intention to make life easier for procurers

• Authorities can require a specific label as means of proof provided  
that all the following conditions are met:

 the requirements (criteria) must be linked to the subject matter and  
appropriate to define characteristics of the works, supplies or services  
that are the subject matter of the contract;

 be based on objectively verifiable and non-discriminatory criteria;
 open and transparent adoption procedure;
 the label must be accessible to all interested parties (also non EU);
 label requirements are set by a third party over which the economic

operator applying for the label cannot exercise a decisive influence.

BUT!
Equivalent labels must be accepted
Possibility to provide equivalent means of proof under certain conditions,  
more difficult than in the past



GPP is voluntary…with some exceptions

• Energy Star Regulation (2008):  
obligation to buy office equipment at  
least as efficient as Energy Star

• Clean Vehicles Directive (2009):  
obligation to buy environmental friendly  
vehicles (looking at least at CO2, PM10,  
NOx and NMHC) – under revision

• Energy Efficiency Directive (2012): in  
principle obligation to purchase energy  
efficient buildings and equipment of the  
highest energy labelling class.



EU GPP and the EU Ecolabel

• Close cooperation within DG Environment and
with JRC

• Criteria for both tools are developed in parallel  
when relevant (e.g. IT Equipment, Furniture,  
Textiles)

• GPP work plan adapted to Ecolabel work plan,
but not all product groups of interest for both
tools

ProportionalityTransparency
Equal  

treatment
Value for  
money

Fairness
Non-

discrimination



EU GPP and the EU Ecolabel
• EU GPP criteria usually simplified version of Ecolabel

criteria

• GPP specifics added (selection criteria, award criteria,  
contract performance clauses, remanufacturing)

• EU GPP criteria formulated so that EU Ecolabel  
products are meeting technical specifications, thus  
increased incentive for companies to get the EU  
Ecolabel

• GPP criteria are not including social requirements  
(new Buying Social Guide 2018 - updated according  
to new directive)



Core criteria:

• Aim at addressing the key environmental impacts
• Require minimum additional verification effort or cost  

increases.

Comprehensive criteria:

• Aim at purchasing the best environmental products  
available on the market, +- in line with the EU  
Ecolabel requirements

• Possibly requiring additional verification efforts or a
slight increase in cost compared to other products  
with the same functionality.

Two levels of criteria



Both tools for Circular Economy

Production

Waste  
Management

9
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Interconnections with private labels

10



Questions? Please contact:

• kristine.dorosko@europa.eu (EU Ecolabel)

• robert.kaukewitsch@ec.europa.eu (GPP)
GPP webpage: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gp

mailto:kristine.dorosko@europa.eu
mailto:robert.kaukewitsch@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gp
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SUSTAINABILITY COMPASS
FOSTERING SUSTAINABLE PROCUREMENT IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR
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About

• Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH is a service provider in the field of international cooperation for

sustainable development

• Sustainability Compass was developed by GIZ in cooperation with

Engagement Global gGmbH on behalf of the Federal Ministry for

Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

• Sustainability Standards Comparison Tool (SSCT), integrated in the

website to allow procurement officers to find and compare

trustworthy labels corresponding to their requirements, was 

developed by GIZ on behalf of BMZ in cooperation with the

International Trade Center (ITC) and ISEAL Alliance
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About

• SSCT is a methodology to analyse and compare social and

environmental standards regarding the standardsystem and the social

as well as environmental requirements of a standard

Content

Sustainability Standard 

System

Credibility

Social

Criteria

Environmental 

Criteria
Expert Working Groups 

for each product group
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International 

Conventions

~ 200 Experts from the

public and private 

sector, academia and

civil society

Specialised

Institutions

Standard 

Organisations

Sustainability Standards Comparison Tool

Methodology to analyse and compare sustainability standards

About

• Sustainability criteria are developed for each product group in expert 

working groups referring to international conventions, standards, etc.

• System criteria are developed once for all product groups

http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/farm-fresh-label-set-differently-varied-modern-vintage-elements-eps-no-transparencies-ideal-prints-33775568.jpg
http://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/farm-fresh-label-set-differently-varied-modern-vintage-elements-eps-no-transparencies-ideal-prints-33775568.jpg


Seite 46

Sustainability Compass
(public sector, procurement

officers)

UN ITC Database

Analysis via SSCT methodology

Expertentool

(standard organisations, 

private sector)

Siegelklarheit.de 

(private consumers)

Definition of minimum

reuirements by the German 

Federal Government

Data collection and verification by standard organisations
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Inhalt

Product search, also by CPV-Code

Sustainability Standards Comparison Tool

Comprehensive Information on 

Sustainable Public Procurement

Integration of sustainability aspects in all 

phases of a tendering process

General information on sustainable procurement

Special service for municipalities

The Sustainability Compass
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Legal framework in Germany

Implementation of EU-Directive 2014/24/EU into national law in April 2016, 

which allows the inclusion of social and environmentally friendly standards and 

regulates their relevance to price. 

Many federal states can decide individually, which standards they want to 

implement.  Currently the most innovative states are North Rhine-Westphalia, 

Lower Saxony and Schleswig Holstein.  

Municipalities can either institutionalize sustainable public procurement, e.g. by 

impementing city council resolutions and directives or they can follow a demand 

based path

Some examples: fair trade coffee, flowers, industrial clothing, cobblestone, 

computers and office equipment
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A service for procurement officers in 

municipalities

Select the federal state

Product search

Dates for trainings and events

Municipality Compass
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Available tender documents

Information on legal 

framework for federal states
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Technical specifications

Experts for this product

Examples of technical 

specifications

Relevant legislation for each 

federal state 
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Best practice cases 1 – City of Dortmund

Centralization and standardization of public 

procurement processes led to more efficiency 

Incorporation of ecological and social criteria 

in tender processes 

Tender for industrial clothing – contract was awarded to bidder with products,  

which were either a member of the fair wear foundation or certified through 

Fairtrade Certified Cotton 

Joint project by the city of Dortmund and CIR 



Seite 53

Best practice cases 2 – City of Bonn

Joint project with FEMNET e.V. to procure fair industrial 

and protective clothing

Incorporation of ecological and social criteria in tender 

processes 

Pre-Commercial Procurement (PCP) and market analysis  

Final contract was awarded to a bidder, who offered the products at a slightly 

higher rate, but due to the weighting of technical specification criteria, 

received the highest number of points. 
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Next steps on Kompass Nachhaltigkeit and Sustainability Compass:

- Promotion

- Extension of lists of potential suppliers

- Productgroups:

- Mobile phones

- Leather

- Alternative means of proof for social and environmental criteria

- More international information on sustainability-compass.com 



Seite 55

Contact:

Max Mangold, 

max.mangold@giz.de

Felicitas Schuldes,

Felicitas.schuldes@engagement-global.de

Ann-Kathrin Voge, 

ann-kathrin.voge@engagement-global.de

sustainability-compass.com

Questions?

mailto:max.mangold@giz.de
mailto:Felicitas.schuldes@engagement-global.de
mailto:ann-kathrin.voge@engagement-global.de
http://oeffentlichebeschaffung.kompass-nachhaltigkeit.de/
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Kompass Nachhaltigkeit Schweiz

Working Group 4b of the UNEP 10YFP Program; 
ISEAL Conference
Zürich, 22.06.2017

Eva Hirsiger, Pusch
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Pusch – Swiss Foundation for Practical
Environmental Protection

> Active for the environment since 2000 

> 27 employees in Zurich; 53 environmental teachers

> Target groups: municipalities, schools and new: companies

> Energy & climate; biodiversity; resources & procurement
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Pusch and sustainable public procurement

> Courses for municipal employees:
> General workshops about sustainable public procurement
> issue-specific e.g.: e-mobility, sustainable construction of school-

buildings

> Conferences: „How companies benefit from a sustainable public
procurement.“ 
> Pusch-Magazine: Thema Umwelt

> Political commitment, revision of the procurement law

> Small campaigns: sustainable bed linen for hospitals and home for elderly

> Procurement guidelines for schools and daycare facilites for children

> Studie «Potenzial einer ökologischen öffentlichen Beschaffung in der 
Schweiz»

> Labelinfo.ch
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Kompass Nachhaltigkeit 
starting position

> Since 2016 co-project lead:

> Öbu (the sustainable business network in Switzerland) –
part for small and medium-sized enterprises

> Pusch – public procurement

> Kompass Nachhaltigkeit currently in the possession of Swiss 
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO  Financing till
end of 2017

> Annual costs at the moment: about 200’000.-
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http://oeffentlichebeschaffung.kompass-nachhaltigkeit.ch/
http://oeffentlichebeschaffung.kompass-nachhaltigkeit.ch/
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Relaunch Kompass Nachhaltigkeit

Municipality-
needs

„tools“ on KOMPASS NACHHALTIGKEIT

Product-specific factsheets

Best-Practice examples, incl. 
Tender documents

General information about public
procurement and sustainability

Examples of community-directives on 
sustainable procurement

Event-Agenda / Newsletter

Helpline
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Labelinfo.ch
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Labelinfo.ch and procurement

> Label platform with currently about 150 labels

> Exists since > 12 years

> Target group:
> Main focus on private consumer
> New: professional procurers (20%)

> Link on Kompass Nachhaltigkeit

> Information of the most important labels on the procut-
specific factsheets

> Rating of food-labels in 2014

> Currently: planning of a textile-label rating with GIZ



PUSCH – PRAKTISCHER UMWELTSCHUTZ 2017 Seite 65

Next steps

> Develop the missing product-specific factsheets

> New Focus on tender documents:

> Text modules to integrate sustainability criteria in tenders

> Coordinated procurement and procurement shop like e.g. à la 
ÖBS Vorarlberg

> Financing for 2018!



Zurich’s achievements and

commitments to implement SPP

Sonja Gehrig  
Scientific adviser  
City of Zurich
Environmental and Health Protection Service



Zurich‘s achievements and commitments on SPP
27 June 2017, Sonja Gehrig
Page 2

Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

Zurich’s path towards a 2000 Watt society
2008: People’s referendum with 76% «yes»-votes

– Reduction of the primary energy consumption to 2000 Watt pc

– Reduction of the CO2-emissions to 1 ton pc and year, until 2050

– Priority for energy efficiency and renewable energies

– No new nuclear power plants



Zurich‘s achievements and commitments on SPP
27 June 2017, Sonja Gehrig
Page 3

Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

2003: Building with 100% recycling concrete
City of Zurich as pioneer, PPP



Zurich‘s achievements and commitments on SPP
27 June 2017, Sonja Gehrig
Page 4

Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

Zurich’s Guidelines and Code of Conduct

2007: General principles and strategy for sustainable
procurement
> Good practice, economic, social and ecological  
balance

2010: Guidelines for fair procurement adopted

2014: Guidelines adopted on how to implement  
environmentally friendly procurement

2016: Code of conduct:
1) Zurich wants to ensure sustainable procurement
2) Contracting partners guarantee compliance with the  

ILO core labour standards
3) City of Zurich may check compliance
4) Consequences of non-compliance



Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

Additional requirments for natural stones and
hand-stiched sports balls

Zurich‘s achievements and commitments on SPP
27 June 2017, Sonja Gehrig
Page 5

5



Zurich‘s achievements and commitments on SPP
27 June 2017, Sonja Gehrig
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Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

Natural Stones

6

2010 New requirements for natural stones
1) declaration of origin
2) If from outside Europe also

- certificate recognising ILO core labour standards
- external social audit
- traceability

Increased controls
- controls of construction sites in Zurich:
traceability and certificates

Additional requirements

2008 Natural stones only from CH or Europe
Form for

declaration  

of origin

Code of conduct  

and contract

Traceability and  

construction  

site control



Zurich‘s achievements and commitments on SPP
27 June 2017, Sonja Gehrig
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Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

Organic Cotton
2009 Police shirts
2010 Care centres’ polo shirts, sweatshirts, trousers

mix fabrics (polo/sweatshirts also fair trade)  
2017 Bus/tram drivers’ shirts, polo shirts
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Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

Good practice examples and their impacts

Example Impacts Scale of impact Standards, labels

Recycling

Concrete

- Less energy

- Lower costs

- Less landfills

- Preserve gravel resources  

& landscapes (quarries)

- Local (costs)

- Regional (landfills)

- National to international  

(quarries, gravel mining)

- Same national  

standards as for  

concrete made from

fresh gravel

Natural

stones

- CO2 (transport distance)

- Value creation in CH

- Less energy and lower  

costs for recycled stones

- Social responsibility: ILO

core labour standards

- Local to global

- National / Europe

- National

- International (Asia)

If from outside Europe

- SA 8000

- BSCI

- ETI Base Code

- Xertifix + CoC

- Fair Stone Standard +

CoC

Organic  

cotton

- Water consumption

- Soil fertility, pesticides,  

herbicides

- Work condition > migration

- International (prod. country)

- International (prod. country)

- International > national

- GOTS

- Bio-Max Havelaar

- bioRe

- Demeter

- etc.
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Conclusions (1)

 SPP is possible and economically acceptable
But: No verification on the production site

 Expertise and standards/labels important
 Which are the main challenges and how can they be compared?

 i.e. living wage in a third-party country

 How to implement in the submission process?

 Which standards are reliable?

 Which mandatory criteria should and could be asked?

 Which award criteria should be asked?
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Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

10

 Network & internal lobbying
 Personal commitment and persuasion
 Good examples and recognition as motivators
Improvements / next steps

- Reporting & controlling
- More specific goals & requirements

 Challenges
- Higher costs
- Availability (i.e. organic fabrics)

Conclusions (2)



Zurich‘s achievements and commitments on SPP
27 June 2017, Sonja Gehrig
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Stadt Zürich
Stadtkanzlei, Kommunikation

City of Zurich

Environmental and Health Protection Service  
sonja.gehrig@zuerich.ch

Thank you!

mailto:sonja.gehrig@zuerich.ch


US EPA RECOMMENDATIONS OF

STANDARDS & ECOLABELS

FOR FEDERAL PROCUREMENT

UNEP SPPP WG4b

June 2017



THE US FEDERAL FOOTPRINT

■ The US federal government:

– Spent $450 billion on goods and services 

in FY13

– Spends $74 billion annually on IT 

equipment and services

– Spends $3.5 billion annually to provide 

energy to its facilities

– Owns/leases 630,000 vehicles worldwide

– Manages or owns nearly 1 of every 5 acres 

in the U.S.
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To the extent practicable & applicable, products/services 
purchased by feds must meet the following:

Other EPA programs to help 
meet fed purchasing reqs

79

EPA recommended non-federal 
standards/labels/specs

AND

OR

https://sftool.gov/greenprocurement

Mandated by name in statutes

(Farm Security & Rural Investment Act) (RCRA) (Energy Policy Act 2005 & EISA)(Energy Policy Act 2005)

(48 CFR 23.703 )

(NTTAA and OMB A-119)

CONTEXT: FEDERAL GREEN PURCHASING REQUIREMENTS

Based on assessment and use by other feds

OR 

EPA Guidelines assessment 

https://sftool.gov/greenprocurement


Mine is 

effective.

Mine is 

greenest.

Mine is 

credible.

AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX MARKETPLACE OF MESSAGING –

…AND IT’S A GOOD PROBLEM TO HAVE!
80



APPROACH: EPA RECOMMENDATIONS

Leveling the Playing Field & Bringing Clarity to the 

Marketplace

EPA Recommended 

Standards & Ecolabels



Independent Assessment

1) Based on review and use 

by another federal agency 

(currently DOE or GSA PBS)

OR

2) assessment per multi-

stakeholder developed 

EPA GUIDELINES

Global Marketplace

400+
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EPA GUIDELINES FOR ASSESSING

ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS AND ECOLABELS

82

• Assessment Criteria & 
Example Sources of Evidence

Section I - Standard 
Development Process

• Assessment Criteria & 
Example Sources of Evidence

Section II - Environmental 
Effectiveness

• Assessment Criteria & 
Example Sources of Evidence

Section III - Conformity 
Assessment Procedures

• Assessment Criteria & 
Example Sources of Evidence

Section IV - Ecolabel 
Program Management
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FLOORING, FURNITURE, & PAINTS/COATINGS –
THE GUIDELINES PILOT APPLICANT COMMUNITY

• Approximately 20 organizations submitted ~50 

standards/certifications/ecolabels for assessment

• Component-specific (wood, textiles) and finished product 

standards

• Sector-specific standards (NSF 140-Carpet) and standards 

applicable to multiple product types (Cradle to Cradle)

• Multi-impact/lifecycle stage and single-impact/lifecycle 

stage

• Programs with certification integrated (GreenSeal), open to 

others that are accredited (BIFMA), and many other models 



• 1st : Effective multi-attribute standards and ecolabels for which EPA has 

been able to confirm the availability of a competent certification body

• 2nd : Effective multi-attribute standards and ecolabels for which EPA 

has NOT been able to confirm the availability of a competent 

certification body

• 3rd : Effective/relevant single attribute / single material standards and 

ecolabels

• PLUS specifications to fill gaps in standards…

HIERARCHY OF PREFERENCE
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EPA RECOMMENDATIONS OF NON-FEDERAL STANDARDS & 

ECOLABELS

epa.gov/greenerproducts
85
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PURCHASE CATEGORIES COVERED IN

EPA’S RECOMMENDATIONS OF STANDARDS AND ECOLABELS

CAFETERIA

• TAKE-OUT SERVICE: Containers, Cutlery, Dishware

• COMMERCIAL DISHWASHER DETERGENT

CONSTRUCTION

• ADHESIVES

• CARPET

• CEILING TILES-ACOUSTICAL

• FIBERBOARD, GYPSUM PANELS, AND WALLBOARD

• FLOORING: Tile, Resilient, and other Non-Carpet

• INSULATION

• INTERIOR LATEX PAINT

GROUNDS/ LANDSCAPING

• DEICER

CUSTODIAL

• CLEANERS: Carpet, Glass, and Multipurpose

• FLOOR CARE

• HAND SOAP 

• TOILET TISSUE

• TOWELS- PAPER

• WASTEBASKET LINERS (24” X 33” or smaller)

ELECTRONICS

• COMPUTERS

• IMAGING EQUIPMENT

• TELEVISIONS

OFFICE/ FURNITURE

• COPY PAPER

• FURNITURE



IMPLEMENTING VIA MODEL CONTRACT LANGUAGE TARGETING

‘BEST IN CLASS’ CONTRACTS

■ At the master contract level, calls on offerors to 

provide products meeting standards/ecolabels to 

the maximum extent possible. 

■ At the purchase order level, federal buyers are 

required to purchase products meeting 

standards/ecolabels unless an exception applies 

(price, performance or delivery)
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FEEDBACK? QUESTIONS?

EPA’s “Sustainable Marketplace: Greener Products & Services”: 

http://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts

Green Procurement Compilation: https://sftool.gov/greenprocurement

U.S. policy and information resources on standards:

http://standards.gov

Alison Kinn Bennett – Kinn.Alison@epa.gov 202-564-8859

88

http://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts
https://sftool.gov/greenprocurement
http://standards.gov/aboutus.cfm
mailto:Kinn.Alison@epa.gov


Development of End-of-Life 
Management Capacity Building Criteria 
for an India IT Products Sustainability 

Standard 

Melanie Bower
EPEAT Program Director



Background on GEC and EPEAT

• The Green Electronics Council collaborates to achieve a 
world in which only sustainable IT products are designed, 
manufactured, and purchased

• We are best known as managers of EPEAT, the leading 
global eco-label for ICT products

• EPEAT’s success has been driven by large scale 
institutional purchasers

• Currently expanding our focus beyond environmental 
issues

• Purchaser Guidance on Addressing Social Impacts in ICT supply chains 
to be published in November 2017

• “India Project” aims to adapt EPEAT to local context in an 
emerging economy 



EPEAT Criteria and Electronics End of Life

• Standards used in EPEAT are product standards, 
developed through a voluntary consensus process 

• Criteria cover the lifecycle of electronics products 
including production, use, and end of life as well as 
“corporate” criteria

• End of Life requirements must be met in every country 
where products are registered 

• To meet end of life requirements, manufacturers (brands) 
must:
– Provide take back service for devices

– Use certified electronics recyclers (R2, e-stewards) or ensure 
recyclers are handling equipment properly 



Challenges with EPEAT Uptake in India

• Strong preference to use 
national eco-labels and 
Indian standards means 
Indian national 
government is unlikely to 
specify EPEAT in 
procurement

• End of life criteria are 
challenging to meet due 
to large informal 
processing sector 
– End of life criteria 

developed from a US/EU 
perspective 

• EPEAT standards aren't 
tailored to Indian context

Informal sector processing used electronics in India 
Photo credit: Verena Radulovic



GEC’s approach in India

• GEC is developing end of life criteria that take into account the 
unique challenges in India

• Identifying gaps between existing policies and informal sector 
practices; addressing gaps through capacity building initiatives 
that could be incorporated into criteria for a standard

• Criteria will focus on capacity building of the informal sector 
and tie to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
– Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

– Goal 8: Promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 
employment and decent work for all 

– Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 



GEC’s approach in India

• Criteria will be developed 
through a multi-stakeholder 
process
– Partnering with the Centre for 

Responsible Business and potentially an 
Indian government agency

• Once completed, criteria could be 
– incorporated into an Indian 

sustainability standard for ICT products; 

– incorporated into EPEAT to leverage 
products that are already registered 

– Used by brands to drive improvement in 
end of life practices 

Informal sector processing used electronics in India
Photo credit: Verena Radulovic



Leveraging Indian End of Life Criteria in 
EPEAT
• Most major ICT brands have products that already 

meet EPEAT criteria

– Over 4,500 products available in 36 countries

• Development of an Indian sustainability standard for 
ICT products would harmonize with existing criteria, 
to take advantage of EPEAT's footprint 

• India-specific end of life criteria will enable use of 
electronics life cycle standards in India and create 
opportunities for purchasers to use standards in 
procurement



UNEP 10YFP SPP WG4B2 Meeting

GECAUpdate:
Presented by Dr. Shaila Divakarla  

Standards and Technical Manager

Good Environmental choice Australia (GECA)



About GECA

Australia’s only national,  
independent and not-for-profit  
Type 1 Ecolabel

ISO 14024

GECA standards coverage

Winner of Top Trusted brand  
Environmental Products category in  

2015 &
One of top 50 trusted brands out of 500  

nominated brands

Recommended list of  
Specifications, Standards,  
and Ecolabels for Federal  
Purchasing



ISO 20400

GECA was member of Australian mirror committee  
& Australia delegation to the ISO meetings

GECA also represented GEN and worked with ISEAL  
The standard was released in April 2017

Social Responsibility – ISO26000
7 Core issues

Supply Chains Along Entire Life Cycle  

of Goods & Services



ISO 20400 & Role of Sustainability Labels

4.Process
Integrating sustainability  

into the procurement  
process

3.Enablers
Organising the  

procurement Function  
towards sustainability

2.Policy & Strategy
Integrating sustainability  
into procurement policy  

& strategy

1.Fundamentals
Understanding sustainable  

procurement

Finding information to establish  
requirements

- Criteria used by sustainability seals, labels & ecolabels
- Range of sustainability issues and life cycle stages
- Choose criteria of relevance to the organisation
- Specify the criteria that products must meet
- Alternatively specify particular labels/certifications

Evaluating that sustainability requirements  
are met

- Verification via evaluation procedure (ISO standards)
- valuation procedure activities (what and who)
- Cost of evaluation (what and who)
- Level of assurance/confidence
- Third party certification-high confidence minimum effort
- Accreditation of third parties
- Examples of evaluation for environmental requirements  
(ISO 14020 series)



GECA Positive Procurement Pledge

Leveraging GENICES Network
- fast track standards
- cost effective overseas audits

GENICES

Greater alignment with  
related schemes

GECA is calling for organisations to...

Pledge It  

Promote It  

Prove It

...and we'll Support It!



Circular Economy



From Environmental to Sustainability Performance

Primary Secondary
Resource         Production/

Extraction        Manufacturing     
Packaging

Transportation  

& Storage

Retail/  

Installation
Use End of Life

Energy 1 ??

Water 2

Materials

Land 4

Emissions to air - GHGs 1 ??

Emissions to air -other 8 7

Discharges to water 8 7 7

Changes/discharges to land/  

soil 7

Waste (solid) 9 9

Other emissions (radioact ive,   

EMR)
7 7 7 7

Hazardous materials/  

dangerous goods
8 7 7

11 11 11

11 11 11

7

Gre en Star ISCA WELL Red Lis t Chemical s

3 5 6 10

Relevance to Green  

Building/

Infrastructure Rating  

tools

Social

(related to 4

categories of  

stakeholders:  

w orke rs, consumers,  

community and  

organisation)

Human Rights

Labour practices including OH&S

Fair Operating Procedures

Community rights/  

inv olvem ent/developm ent

Consum er Issues

Organisat ional gov ernance

Materials Matrix Template

Sustainablity Indicators L  I  F  E       C  Y  C   L  E      /     S  U  P  P  L  Y     C  H  A  I  N     O  F      P  R  O  D  U  C
T

Environmental

Input Side Flows

(le ading to

deple tion of  

resources)

Outputs Side Flows

(leading to

production of  

pollution)

S h a ila D iv akarla :

will have to look at industry   

data whether/where any   

products are imported
S h a ila D iv akarla :

will have to look at industry   

data whether/where any   

products are imported



End of Presentation
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Dr Shaila Divakarla

Good Environmental Choice Australia  

www.geca.org.au 

shaila@geca.org.au

+61 2 83393112

http://www.geca.org.au/
mailto:shaila@geca.org.au


The Forest Stewardship Council and Public 
Procurement

ic.fsc.org/en/choosing-fsc/public-procurement 

FSC’s support webpage on sustainable public procurement 
provides information on:
- The power of public procurement in relation to sustainable 

development and the Sustainable Development Goals
- Practical advice for tenders and follow up
- Publication on the construction sector
- Publication on limits of Life Cycle Assessment and how (FSC) 

certification fills the (biodiversity) gap
- The EU legal framework for timber procurement
- Reference to several relevant national FSC web-pages

104

ic.fsc.org/en/choosing-fsc/public-procurement


• The Learning Lab is a network of public procurement policy makers, 
procurement officers, NGOs, NHRIs, academics, and other relevant actors.

• The Learning Lab’s global network is a platform and mechanism for:
– Experience-sharing among procurement actors on approaches to integrating 

respect for human rights;
– Generating knowledge about public procurement law and policy and human 

rights;
– Producing and disseminating tools and guidance to build capacity to integrate 

human rights issues among procurement professionals; and
– Promoting coherence between procurement and human rights in 

international and regional frameworks and initiatives.

• Activities include: research, producing reports and tools, engaging in 
advocacy, and convening workshops.



• Visit our website at www.hrprocurementlab.org

• For more information contact Nicole Vander Meulen 
at Nicole@icar.ngo

http://www.hrprocurementlab.org/
mailto:Nicole@icar.ngo

