
  

 

Dear All,     

 

We hope you are all handling the usual end of the year rush well! Holidays are quickly approaching 

in many parts of the world. In this last newsletter edition of 2021, you will hear more about the 

attention the fashion industry received at COP26 and some exciting past publications and 

upcoming initiatives. 

Even in the midst of holiday shopping, don’t forget to make conscious decisions on what you and 

your loved ones really need and support brands that follow circular business models. 

We are happy to be sharing a new round of updates and news from the world of sustainable and 

circular textiles. Thank you for keeping us updated and we look forward to continuing to share your 

resources here and on our website.    

 

We hope you enjoy reading this issue and look forward to continuing to keep in touch! 

 

  

  

  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/value-chains/textiles


 

 

The UN Alliance Talk on Women, Fashion and 

the SDGs will take place on Thursday, 

December 9 at 14:00 CET. The fashion industry, 

in particular, has been identified as having high 

potential to increase economic and social 

opportunities for women. In practice, many issues 

arise in different stages along the textile value 

chain. From supplier level, where low wages often 

trap female workers in a cycle of poverty, and 

human rights and protections are frequently 

denied, to board level, where lack of female 

representation is a roadblock to greater equality 

for all. Fashion reaches everyone. Yet, women are 

disproportionally affected by the industry’s 

negative social consequences. The event will 

feature a dynamic panel discussion to shine a light 

on the role of women throughout the fashion 

industry, and the work being done by women to 

turn the industry into a driver for the SDGs, while 

exploring the UN’s role in enabling this. 

Read more and register for the event here. 
 

  

 

On the News 

 

 

 

 

UNFCCC announced the updated Fashion 

Industry Charter for Climate Action at 

COP26, with a series of new commitments raising 

ambition for the sector. Included in this was a new 

commitment seeking to align consumer and 

industry communication efforts to a 1.5-degree or 

Science Based Targets initiative compatible 

pathway. This is focused on 

https://unfashionalliance.org/event/alliance-talks-women-fashion-and-the-sdgs/


 

changing communication efforts to make 

sustainable lifestyles more desirable, as well as to 

become more equitable and transparent. The 

new commitment for communication resulted from 

UNEP led consultations with over 160 

organizations from across the value chain and 

also builds on the recommendations of the 2020 

UNEP report. The commitment is directed towards 

anyone in the fashion sector responsible for 

messaging for consumer audiences. It also relates 

to those communicators who in turn support such 

companies, such as agencies, fashion and news 

media, digital platforms, activist groups, 

influencers, and educators. 

Read the updated charter here, learn more in the 

story published on the UNEP website, and in the 

Vogue Business article about the charter here. 

You can also read about the COP26 outcomes for 

the fashion industry here. 
 

 

 

 

 

The United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe has released the article “Supply chain 

transparency could help the clothing industry 

significantly reduce its GHG emissions”. It 

highlights the importance of traceability and 

transparency for enabling private sector action. 

The focus of the article lies specifically on the 

apparel and footwear industry, which is 

responsible for 4% of global GHG emissions, and 

the need for cutting GHG emissions in half to 

reach the 1.5-degree Celsius goal in line with the 

Paris agreement is emphasized. The article, 

furthermore, provides an overview of different 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainability-and-circularity-textile-value-chain-global-stocktaking
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainability-and-circularity-textile-value-chain-global-stocktaking
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/sectoral-engagement/global-climate-action-in-fashion/about-the-fashion-industry-charter-for-climate-action
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/communication-must-play-critical-role-fashions-climate-response
https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/sustainable-fashion-communication-the-new-rules-un-fashion-charter
https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/the-fashion-takeaways-from-cop26


 

data, potential fields of action, and tools.  

Read the article here. 
 

  

 

Publications 

 

 

 
 

 

Textile and Leather are priority sectors for 

Sustainable Development in East Africa that 

promise decent employment for many, including 

women. The rise in sustainable consumption 

around the world has put large global fashion 

brands under pressure, meaning manufactures 

must adhere to sustainability standards in order to 

be competitive as a supplier. Nevertheless, across 

East Africa, policymakers, and business support 

organizations are often limited in their 

understanding of the international standards and 

have limited access to information. To address this 

issue, the International Trade Centre which 

supports these priority sectors via its Supporting 

Indian Trade and Investment in Africa project, 

in partnership with Kenyan Association of 

Manufacturers has published two technical 

reports: “Going for Green – Sustainability 

Solutions for East Africa’s Textile and Leather 

Sectors” and “Renewable Energy in East Africa 

– Textile Sector Learnings from the Indian 

Experience”  

Read more about the launch event and download 

the reports here. 
 

 

 

 

https://unece.org/circular-economy/news/supply-chain-transparency-could-help-clothing-industry-significantly-reduce
https://www.intracen.org/news/sitea-launches-fresh-reports-sustainability-solutions-textile-leather-companies-going4green-conference/


 

 

The World Resources Institute and the Apparel 

Impact Institute have published the working 

paper “Roadmap to Net Zero: Delivering 

Science-based Targets in the Apparel Sector”. 

In this roadmap, an estimate of apparel sector 

emissions was developed to project these 

emissions to 2030 under a business-as-usual 

growth scenario, using data from Higg, 

the Sustainable Apparel Coalition, and Textile 

Exchange. The roadmap also highlights key 

assumptions and limitations in the data sources 

and offers recommendations for improving data 

over time. It also identifies six interventions to 

reduce emissions significantly: maximizing 

material efficiency, scaling more sustainable 

materials and practices, accelerating the 

development of innovative materials, maximizing 

energy efficiency, eliminating coal in 

manufacturing, and shifting to 100 percent 

renewable electricity. The target audience for the 

roadmap is apparel companies and the 

organizations that are part of the effort to reduce 

sector emissions.  

Download the roadmap here. 
 

 

 

 

https://files.wri.org/d8/s3fs-public/2021-11/roadmap-net-zero-delivering-science-based-targets-apparel-sector.pdf?VersionId=LxrwUSv9dHytM7zybuQgoJ8LUHBZVgM1


 

 

The Fashion Industry Charter for Climate 

Action recently published the report “Identifying 

Low Carbon Sources of Cotton and Polyester 

Fibers”. This report aims to identify key processes 

which contribute to lower carbon intensive raw 

materials for cotton and polyester by reviewing 

different methods for the production of materials 

e.g., organic farming as compared to 

conventional, or virgin polyester as compared to 

mechanically recycled polyester. The scope of the 

report covers raw material production starting with 

the cultivation or extraction of a raw material (Tier 

4) through to raw material processing and fiber 

creation (Tier 3).   

Download the report here. 

 

 

 

 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/UCC_Cotton_Pet_report.pdf


 

 

The Fashion for Change project has released the 

report “Supporting Sustainable Fashion 

Designers, Start-Ups and SMEs in the Circular 

Economy”. Key findings highlight that sustainable 

fashion designers, startups, and SMEs are 

confronted with the same systemic challenges: 

Starting up, growing, or transforming into a circular 

fashion business is an uphill battle in a highly 

competitive market that privileges fast returns over 

sustainability. Therefore, these companies need 

capacity-building support, especially from local 

communities, and access to online networks.  As 

a practical contribution, the Fashion for Change 

website now features a “Virtual Knowledge Hub” 

with free available tools, contacts, and other online 

resources for designers and entrepreneurs. 

Designed as an interactive tool, the Hub also 

allows users to upload further resources and 

to join a discussion forum.  

Access the Virtual Knowledge Hub here, the 

discussion forum here, and download the 

report here. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.fashionforchange.eu/knowledge-hub/community/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12564677/
https://www.fashionforchange.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/F4C-Report-Supporting-Sustainable-Fashion-Start-Ups_2021.pdf


 

 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD) recently published the 

report “Policies to reduce microplastics in 

water – Focus on Textiles and Tyres”. The 

report examines the problems resulting from the 

widespread presence of microplastics in the 

environment and focuses on how OECD countries 

can play a part in mitigating microplastic pollution. 

The report concentrates on the overall pollution 

being induced by the textiles sector and stresses 

the increase in use and demand for polyester-

based clothing since their introduction. Connected 

to that, the concern of the release of microfibers 

through fiber shedding has emerged. This can 

occur during the manufacturing, use, or end-of-life 

stage. The report calls for advancing knowledge 

on this complex topic and seeking out co-benefits 

with other areas of environmental policy to 

mitigate microplastic pollution.   

Download the report here. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation has published 

the study "Circular Business Models – 

Redefining Growth for a Thriving Fashion 

Industry". It examines how businesses can seize 

the full economic and environmental opportunity 

and highlights those already taking steps to do so. 

In a circular economy for fashion, clothes are used 

more, made to be made again, and made from 

safe and recycled or renewable inputs. To make 

this vision a reality, circular business models – one 

of the crucial elements of a circular economy for 

fashion – must become mainstream in the 

https://www.oecd.org/environment/policies-to-reduce-microplastics-pollution-in-water-7ec7e5ef-en.htm


 

industry. This study confirms the significant 

economic and environmental potential of circular 

business models. It provides an overview of the 

potential of models that have grown significantly 

and outlines the key actions that businesses, 

supported by policymakers, can take to capture 

their full potential.   

Find more information and download the 

study here.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Greenpeace Germany recently released the 

report “Self regulation: a fashion fairytale". The 

report shows that transparency in supply chains 

and concerted action have with many brands led 

to progress on eliminating hazardous chemicals 

but that the issue of reducing production and 

moving towards circular business models has not 

been addressed by most brands besides through 

the practice of recycling. Therefore, the report 

calls for regulations in line with a model of 

corporate supply chain responsibility for the entire 

fashion sector. Detox My Fashion campaign. This 

report, which has been released in two parts, is the 

result of audits following pledges of 29 leading 

brands to eliminate hazardous chemicals and to 

tackle the issue of over-production by reducing 

outputs and integrating more circular business 

models in line with Greenpeace’s  

Read more and download the report here. 
 

 

https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/fashion-business-models/overview?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=organic_social&utm_content=CMB_fashion&utm_campaign=cbm_fashion
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/act/detox/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/publication/50922/self-regulation-fashion-supply-chain-fairytale


 

 

Past Events 

 

 

 
 

 

The CircularInnoBoosting: Promoting 

Sustainable and Circular Fashion & Textile 

Industries event was held on Friday 26 

November – “Black Friday” – within the framework 

of the European Week for Waste Reduction. 

The goal was to present the shortcomings, 

opportunities, and solutions concerning the 

management of textile waste – which accounts for 

8m annual tones in the EU alone. The fast-fashion 

model promotes mass consumption and 

production, which is further spurred by events like 

Black Friday. Up to 80% of clothes that are 

purchased on Black Friday are later disposed of 

after being used just once – or not even that. 

The European circular fashion 

project CircularInnoBooster and its 

accelerator, CirCoAX, represent a reference 

alternative that opts for responsible consumption 

as well as a sustainable and ethical transformation 

in companies to ultimately reduce the negative 

impact of that sector and to turn it into a circular 

economy-based one. 

Click here to watch the recording of the event. 
 

  

 

 

 

 
   

https://ewwr.eu/
https://circoax.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lb-w4G9J4WU&ab_channel=FINNOVA
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in many parts of the world. In this last newsletter edition of 2021, you will hear more about the 

attention the fashion industry received at COP26 and some exciting past publications and 
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Even in the midst of holiday shopping, don’t forget to make conscious decisions on what you and 

your loved ones really need and support brands that follow circular business models. 
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The UN Alliance Talk on Women, Fashion and 

the SDGs will take place on Thursday, 

December 9 at 14:00 CET. The fashion industry, 

in particular, has been identified as having high 

potential to increase economic and social 

opportunities for women. In practice, many issues 

arise in different stages along the textile value 

chain. From supplier level, where low wages often 

trap female workers in a cycle of poverty, and 

human rights and protections are frequently 

denied, to board level, where lack of female 

representation is a roadblock to greater equality 

for all. Fashion reaches everyone. Yet, women are 

disproportionally affected by the industry’s 

negative social consequences. The event will 

feature a dynamic panel discussion to shine a light 

on the role of women throughout the fashion 

industry, and the work being done by women to 

turn the industry into a driver for the SDGs, while 

exploring the UN’s role in enabling this. 

Read more and register for the event here. 
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https://unfashionalliance.org/event/alliance-talks-women-fashion-and-the-sdgs/


 

 

UNFCCC announced the updated Fashion 

Industry Charter for Climate Action at 

COP26, with a series of new commitments raising 

ambition for the sector. Included in this was a new 

commitment seeking to align consumer and 

industry communication efforts to a 1.5-degree or 

Science Based Targets initiative compatible 

pathway. This is focused on 

changing communication efforts to make 

sustainable lifestyles more desirable, as well as to 

become more equitable and transparent. The 

new commitment for communication resulted from 

UNEP led consultations with over 160 

organizations from across the value chain and 

also builds on the recommendations of the 2020 

UNEP report. The commitment is directed towards 

anyone in the fashion sector responsible for 

messaging for consumer audiences. It also relates 

to those communicators who in turn support such 

companies, such as agencies, fashion and news 

media, digital platforms, activist groups, 

influencers, and educators. 

Read the updated charter here, learn more in the 

story published on the UNEP website, and in the 

Vogue Business article about the charter here. 

You can also read about the COP26 outcomes for 

the fashion industry here. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainability-and-circularity-textile-value-chain-global-stocktaking
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainability-and-circularity-textile-value-chain-global-stocktaking
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/sectoral-engagement/global-climate-action-in-fashion/about-the-fashion-industry-charter-for-climate-action
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https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/sustainable-fashion-communication-the-new-rules-un-fashion-charter
https://www.voguebusiness.com/sustainability/the-fashion-takeaways-from-cop26


 

 

The United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe has released the article “Supply chain 

transparency could help the clothing industry 

significantly reduce its GHG emissions”. It 

highlights the importance of traceability and 

transparency for enabling private sector action. 

The focus of the article lies specifically on the 

apparel and footwear industry, which is 

responsible for 4% of global GHG emissions, and 

the need for cutting GHG emissions in half to 

reach the 1.5-degree Celsius goal in line with the 

Paris agreement is emphasized. The article, 

furthermore, provides an overview of different 

data, potential fields of action, and tools.  

Read the article here. 
 

  

 

Publications 

 

 

 

 

Textile and Leather are priority sectors for 

Sustainable Development in East Africa that 

promise decent employment for many, including 

women. The rise in sustainable consumption 

around the world has put large global fashion 

brands under pressure, meaning manufactures 

must adhere to sustainability standards in order to 

be competitive as a supplier. Nevertheless, across 

East Africa, policymakers, and business support 

organizations are often limited in their 

understanding of the international standards and 

have limited access to information. To address this 

issue, the International Trade Centre which 

supports these priority sectors via its Supporting 

https://unece.org/circular-economy/news/supply-chain-transparency-could-help-clothing-industry-significantly-reduce


 

Indian Trade and Investment in Africa project, 

in partnership with Kenyan Association of 

Manufacturers has published two technical 

reports: “Going for Green – Sustainability 

Solutions for East Africa’s Textile and Leather 

Sectors” and “Renewable Energy in East Africa 

– Textile Sector Learnings from the Indian 

Experience”  

Read more about the launch event and download 

the reports here. 
 

 

 

 

 

The World Resources Institute and the Apparel 

Impact Institute have published the working 

paper “Roadmap to Net Zero: Delivering 

Science-based Targets in the Apparel Sector”. 

In this roadmap, an estimate of apparel sector 

emissions was developed to project these 

emissions to 2030 under a business-as-usual 

growth scenario, using data from Higg, 

the Sustainable Apparel Coalition, and Textile 

Exchange. The roadmap also highlights key 

assumptions and limitations in the data sources 

and offers recommendations for improving data 

over time. It also identifies six interventions to 

reduce emissions significantly: maximizing 

material efficiency, scaling more sustainable 

materials and practices, accelerating the 

development of innovative materials, maximizing 

energy efficiency, eliminating coal in 

manufacturing, and shifting to 100 percent 

renewable electricity. The target audience for the 

roadmap is apparel companies and the 

organizations that are part of the effort to reduce 

https://www.intracen.org/news/sitea-launches-fresh-reports-sustainability-solutions-textile-leather-companies-going4green-conference/


 

sector emissions.  

Download the roadmap here. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Fashion Industry Charter for Climate 

Action recently published the report “Identifying 

Low Carbon Sources of Cotton and Polyester 

Fibers”. This report aims to identify key processes 

which contribute to lower carbon intensive raw 

materials for cotton and polyester by reviewing 

different methods for the production of materials 

e.g., organic farming as compared to 

conventional, or virgin polyester as compared to 

mechanically recycled polyester. The scope of the 

report covers raw material production starting with 

the cultivation or extraction of a raw material (Tier 

4) through to raw material processing and fiber 

creation (Tier 3).   

Download the report here. 

 

 

 

 

https://files.wri.org/d8/s3fs-public/2021-11/roadmap-net-zero-delivering-science-based-targets-apparel-sector.pdf?VersionId=LxrwUSv9dHytM7zybuQgoJ8LUHBZVgM1
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/UCC_Cotton_Pet_report.pdf


 

 

The Fashion for Change project has released the 

report “Supporting Sustainable Fashion 

Designers, Start-Ups and SMEs in the Circular 

Economy”. Key findings highlight that sustainable 

fashion designers, startups, and SMEs are 

confronted with the same systemic challenges: 

Starting up, growing, or transforming into a circular 

fashion business is an uphill battle in a highly 

competitive market that privileges fast returns over 

sustainability. Therefore, these companies need 

capacity-building support, especially from local 

communities, and access to online networks.  As 

a practical contribution, the Fashion for Change 

website now features a “Virtual Knowledge Hub” 

with free available tools, contacts, and other online 

resources for designers and entrepreneurs. 

Designed as an interactive tool, the Hub also 

allows users to upload further resources and 

to join a discussion forum.  

Access the Virtual Knowledge Hub here, the 

discussion forum here, and download the 

report here. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.fashionforchange.eu/knowledge-hub/community/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12564677/
https://www.fashionforchange.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/F4C-Report-Supporting-Sustainable-Fashion-Start-Ups_2021.pdf


 

 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD) recently published the 

report “Policies to reduce microplastics in 

water – Focus on Textiles and Tyres”. The 

report examines the problems resulting from the 

widespread presence of microplastics in the 

environment and focuses on how OECD countries 

can play a part in mitigating microplastic pollution. 

The report concentrates on the overall pollution 

being induced by the textiles sector and stresses 

the increase in use and demand for polyester-

based clothing since their introduction. Connected 

to that, the concern of the release of microfibers 

through fiber shedding has emerged. This can 

occur during the manufacturing, use, or end-of-life 

stage. The report calls for advancing knowledge 

on this complex topic and seeking out co-benefits 

with other areas of environmental policy to 

mitigate microplastic pollution.   

Download the report here. 
 

 

 

 

 

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation has published 

the study "Circular Business Models – 

Redefining Growth for a Thriving Fashion 

Industry". It examines how businesses can seize 

the full economic and environmental opportunity 

and highlights those already taking steps to do so. 

In a circular economy for fashion, clothes are used 

more, made to be made again, and made from 

safe and recycled or renewable inputs. To make 

this vision a reality, circular business models – one 

of the crucial elements of a circular economy for 

fashion – must become mainstream in the 

https://www.oecd.org/environment/policies-to-reduce-microplastics-pollution-in-water-7ec7e5ef-en.htm


 

industry. This study confirms the significant 

economic and environmental potential of circular 

business models. It provides an overview of the 

potential of models that have grown significantly 

and outlines the key actions that businesses, 

supported by policymakers, can take to capture 

their full potential.   

Find more information and download the 

study here.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Greenpeace Germany recently released the 

report “Self regulation: a fashion fairytale". The 

report shows that transparency in supply chains 

and concerted action have with many brands led 

to progress on eliminating hazardous chemicals 

but that the issue of reducing production and 

moving towards circular business models has not 

been addressed by most brands besides through 

the practice of recycling. Therefore, the report 

calls for regulations in line with a model of 

corporate supply chain responsibility for the entire 

fashion sector. Detox My Fashion campaign. This 

report, which has been released in two parts, is the 

result of audits following pledges of 29 leading 

brands to eliminate hazardous chemicals and to 

tackle the issue of over-production by reducing 

outputs and integrating more circular business 

models in line with Greenpeace’s  

Read more and download the report here. 
 

 

https://ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/fashion-business-models/overview?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=organic_social&utm_content=CMB_fashion&utm_campaign=cbm_fashion
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/act/detox/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/publication/50922/self-regulation-fashion-supply-chain-fairytale
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The CircularInnoBoosting: Promoting 

Sustainable and Circular Fashion & Textile 

Industries event was held on Friday 26 

November – “Black Friday” – within the framework 

of the European Week for Waste Reduction. 

The goal was to present the shortcomings, 

opportunities, and solutions concerning the 

management of textile waste – which accounts for 

8m annual tones in the EU alone. The fast-fashion 

model promotes mass consumption and 

production, which is further spurred by events like 

Black Friday. Up to 80% of clothes that are 

purchased on Black Friday are later disposed of 

after being used just once – or not even that. 

The European circular fashion 

project CircularInnoBooster and its 

accelerator, CirCoAX, represent a reference 

alternative that opts for responsible consumption 

as well as a sustainable and ethical transformation 

in companies to ultimately reduce the negative 

impact of that sector and to turn it into a circular 

economy-based one. 

Click here to watch the recording of the event. 
 

  

 

In case you know of other people interested in receiving our news, feel free to share this link to sign up for our 

textiles newsletter. You can find our previous newsletter editions here. 

 

 

 

 
   

https://ewwr.eu/
https://circoax.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lb-w4G9J4WU&ab_channel=FINNOVA
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtfDszZtzPdC4RxSSGHbaXN-Jzqq-5CZjRjK1qqeNtKXIfdQ/alreadyresponded?usp=send_form.
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/textiles-newsletter


 

 

 
 

 


