
 

 

 

Dear All, we hope you are well and staying safe!   

For those on leave in August, we hope you are enjoying a well-earned rest - and for those still 

working, that you can find time to relax. We are excited to be sharing a new round of updates and news 

on the world of sustainable and circular textiles.   

As always, thank you for keeping us updated and we look forward to sharing your resources here and 

on our website. We hope you enjoy reading this update and look forward to continuing to keep in touch! 

 

  

 

Have your say! 

 

 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/unep-textile-value-chain


 

 

The textile certification label Green Button has 

been in effect since September 2019. Since its 

launch, the German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development as 

scheme owner has been announcing that the 

Green Button would undergo further step-by-step 

development. Measures to protect people and the 

environment are to be expanded, and risks are to 

be addressed even better - ultimately along the 

entire supply chain. A second public consultation 

is currently being held on the requirements of the 

Green Button 2.0. To find more information or 

provide feedback, please click here. The 

submission form will be open until 9 August 

2021 for those interested in providing their 

thoughts on the draft of the standard (i.e. product 

and company requirements). 
 

 

 

The deadline has been extended on a call for 

expressions of interest for pilot projects aiming to 

accelerate the circular economy in two critical 

value chains in developing countries, namely 

textiles and garments, and plastic packaging. The 

call is part of the UNIDO-led, five-year “SWITCH 

to Circular Economy Value Chains” project, 

delivered in partnership with Chatham House, 

Circle Economy and the European Investment 

Bank. The project is funded by the European 

Union and exemplifies the international 

development cooperation dimension of the new 

EU Circular Economy Action Plan. Interested EU 

multinational companies working in the textiles 

and garments sector can apply for support in the 

https://www.gruener-knopf.de/en/consultation


 

form of capacity development, technical expertise, 

circular ecosystem development and access to 

finance. Applications can be made here up to 15 

September 2021. 
 

 

Upcoming Events & Initiatives 

 

 

 

The UN Environment Management Group, in 

collaboration with the UN Alliance for Sustainable 

Fashion, UN Conference on Trade and 

Development, UN Environment Programme, UN 

Economic Commission for Europe, UN 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, 

and International Labour Organization, will 

hold a Sustainable Recovery through 

Sustainable Fashion: A Focus on the 

Environmental Dimensions Nexus 

Dialogue on 7 September 2021 at 8:00 - 10:00 

(Eastern Time), to facilitate an exchange of 

different approaches to address environmental 

facets of the Sustainable Fashion Nexus, 

especially in pursuit of sustainable recovery from 

the COVID-19 context, and with an emphasis on 

the UN system’s programmes. Partners will share 

knowledge of updated initiatives, challenges, and 

capacity gaps. Those interested can read 

more and register here. 
 

 

https://www.unido.org/form/registration-form-textiles-and-g
https://unemg.org/sustainable-fashion-nexus-dialogue/
https://unemg.org/sustainable-fashion-nexus-dialogue/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tRNqyDcBS7-D2Jha_uMBjQ


 

 

UNEP will be organising an Accelerator Session 

at the upcoming World Circular Economy 

Forum on ‘Accelerating sustainability in the 

textile value chain: inspiring action 

and behaviour change’. The event, which will be 

held on 15 September 2021 at 13:00 – 14:00 

CEST, aims to promote the key outcomes of the 

upcoming UNEP roadmap report and will 

also outline UNEP's sustainable fashion 

communications strategy. Speakers and full 

agenda will be announced soon, those interested 

can register here. 
 

 

 

 

The ILO is currently discussing with UNEP and 

the SAICM Secretariat a possible list of the 

priority chemicals of concern in the textile sector 

(and sub-sectors) as well as guidance and good 

practices on environmental considerations for 

exposure, particularly related to disposal, release 

to air, water and land releases, etc. An ILO 

meeting of experts to discuss and adopt a code of 

practice on safety and health in textiles, clothing, 

leather and footwear is being scheduled to take 

place from 4 - 8 October 2021 in Geneva, 

Switzerland. This will result in an adopted code of 

practice which will be submitted to the next ILO 

Governing Body session in March 2022 for its 

consideration and further possible publication. 
 

 

Past Events & Initiatives  

 

https://www.unep.org/events/online-event/accelerating-sustainability-textile-value-chain-inspiring-action-and-behaviour
https://saicm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=084aab58299a02b77c29f0cc8&id=59632774b7&e=f5d0fa0cb4
https://saicm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=084aab58299a02b77c29f0cc8&id=739280f056&e=f5d0fa0cb4
https://saicm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=084aab58299a02b77c29f0cc8&id=739280f056&e=f5d0fa0cb4
https://saicm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=084aab58299a02b77c29f0cc8&id=40f3e92e65&e=f5d0fa0cb4
https://saicm.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=084aab58299a02b77c29f0cc8&id=40f3e92e65&e=f5d0fa0cb4


 

 

The UN Alliance for Sustainable 

Fashion hosted a virtual side event on 

sustainable fashion on 7 July 2021, on the 

sidelines of the High-level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development 2021. This ‘Hard 

Talk’ event aimed to engender discussion among 

actors associated with the fashion industry on 

turning fashion into a driver of sustainable 

development and pandemic recovery and provide 

guidance for member states to achieve this. For 

those who missed it, coverage of the event can be 

found here. 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Meshail AlOmari, winner of 

the Designers for Future competition organised 

with UNEP West Asia, world-renowned 

designer Rami Kadi, and Jamalouki magazine. 

The 120 entries submitted highlighted the ability 

of regional designers to create innovatively while 

remaining environmentally conscious and 

embracing a circular mindset. The competition 

demonstrated how leftover fabrics and materials 

can be brought back to life and utilised to their full 

potential, raising awareness and building capacity 

around sustainable business approaches 

with a  focus on design and circularity. 

 

 

https://enb.iisd.org/sdgs/HLPF2021/side-events/sustainable-fashion-hard-talk/7July2021


 

 

Awareness of the negative impact the fashion 

sector has on people and planet is growing. 

Beyond meeting basic needs, our decisions 

around fashion are fueled by aspirations, cultural 

and social context and how we express our 

identity. In much of Africa the pressures to meet 

basic needs overshadow the rush to cut carbon - 

but societal and consumption aspirations remain 

similar. From 5 to 7 July 2021, the #MadeInAfrica 

social media challenge, run by the Sustainable 

Lifestyles & Education Team at UNEP, tackled 

the issue of plastics, consumer aspirations and 

celebrated local designers on the continent. 

Almost 250 activators and 20 social media 

influencers and organisations took inspiration 

from the evidence-based actions and visual assets 

and created messages and original content to suit 

their realities. The total hashtag reach recorded 

was 3.3 million, with 1,000+ social media posts 

and stories spanning the continent. 
 

 

Publications 

 

 

The Laudes Foundation and research 

partners recently released “Spinning Future 

Threads”, a new report outlining the findings and 

recommendations of researchers on exploring the 

viability of using agricultural waste and residue at 

scale in South and South-East Asia as 

textile fibre feedstock. The study identifies agro-

residue hubs in the region, maps out the logistics 

and technical requirements to move unused agro-

residues into fashion’s fibre mix, and begins to 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/madeinafrica
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/madeinafrica


 

examine the case for producers while outlining any 

unintended consequences of doing so. You can 

read the highlights of the report and download a 

PDF version here. 
 

 

   

 

 

In case you know of other people interested in receiving our news, feel free to share this link to sign up for our textiles 

newsletter. You can find our previous newsletter editions here. 

 

  

 

https://www.laudesfoundation.org/learning/research/2021-07-01-spinning-future-threads
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtfDszZtzPdC4RxSSGHbaXN-Jzqq-5CZjRjK1qqeNtKXIfdQ/alreadyresponded?usp=send_form.
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/textiles-newsletter

