
  

  

 

Dear all,  

A new season has arrived - it is finally time to wear your favourite spring or fall pieces 

that have been waiting in your closet. 

Wherever you are in the world, we hope you are staying safe and healthy.  

We are  happy  to share new updates  from  the world of sustainable and circular 

textiles. Thank you for keeping us updated and we look forward to continuing to 

share your resources here and on  our website.  

We hope you enjoy reading this issue  and look forward to keeping in touch!  

 

    

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/value-chains/textiles


 

 

The 9th Episode of the Fashionomics Africa 

Webinar Series will take place on the 25th of 

March from 12h00 to 14h00 (GMT). This webinar 

series is provided by Fashionomics Africa in 

collaboration with the African Development 

Bank Group and this new episode will address 

the challenges fashion entrepreneurs face when 

accessing financing mechanisms in Africa and 

share tips about potential investments that 

could strengthen the fashion industry on the 

African continent. 

Click here to register for the event. 

 

 

 

  

 

Initiatives & Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The British Fashion Council’s Institute of 

Positive Fashion (IPF) is moving into Phase 2 of 

their Circular Fashion Ecosystem Report 

Programme. In line with this, the IPF is interested 

to hear from those across the fashion supply chain 

to find out what the challenges and opportunities 

are to move to a circular fashion ecosystem. In 

particular, they are looking to hear from: 

Academia, Brands, Collectors, Designers, 

Digital Innovators, Government, 3rd Sector, 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=GJaFV&m=3eRUk36O5i7kuRD&b=_G5sKOoqC1MKTMLXN9oKLw


 

Logistics Providers, Manufacturers, 

Reprocessors, and Retailers.   

You can engage in this large body of research until 

March 25, 2022, by sending an email to 

hello@instituteofpositivefashion.com, indicating 

your stakeholder group.    

In return for participation, you will receive data 

findings and potential opportunity to collaborate 

with diverse stakeholder groups to pilot circularity 

projects.   

 

 

 

 

 

Circular design plays a critical role in achieving a 

market for sustainable textiles and fashion.  The 

EU-funded Fashion For Change 2022 

Accelerator Programme aims to support 

designers, innovators and startups from the 

European textiles or fashion industry in this 

transition. Among other benefits, the Accelerator 

provides 25 project teams with professional 

mentoring, the opportunity to meet potential 

investors, and a financial grant of up to 15,000 

Euros per team.   

Eligible projects need to aim at developing 

sustainable textiles, fashion brands and services, 

including new fibers, products and circular 

business models, and be represented by partners 

from at least two different European countries.  

Applicants are invited to team up and submit their 

proposal for the Accelerator Open Call until April 

19 through this link. 

mailto:hello@instituteofpositivefashion.com
http://www.fashionforchange.eu/accelerator-programme  


 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Publications 

 

 

 
 

 

We are delighted to share with you UNEP's new 

Eco-innovation Textiles Supplement which was 

created to respond to the textiles sector's need for 

more guidance in building resilient, competitive, 

and green business models for SMEs. Designed 

together with the Sustainable Fashion Academy to 

be read alongside UNEP's Eco-innovation 

Manual, the supplement provides textiles-specific 

examples, learning case studies, and advice on 

applying the eco-innovation methodology. This 

supplement is designed to help SMEs in the 

textiles sector to implement eco-innovation. 

UNEP has already begun applying this 

supplement to their InTex project work in the 

textiles sector in Africa, and it will inform 

UNEP's wider work in textiles. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/eco-i-manual-textiles-supplement
http://unep.ecoinnovation.org/
http://unep.ecoinnovation.org/
https://www.unep.org/intex
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-and-circular-fashion


 

 

SEA Circular has published a case study, titled 

Giving Old Clothes New Life - Empowering 

inclusivity and reusing plastic. 

Following the case of a textile recycling centre in 

the Philippines, it demonstrates market-based 

solutions towards “less plastic wasted”, and 

exemplary solutions for transformational changes 

in the way plastic is managed in the value supply 

chain. Circular Economy approaches, including 

business incentives for plastic reduction and 

recycling, are used, leading to increases in plastic 

reuse and recycling, and to the reduction of single-

use plastic packaging. 

Find the case study here. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Past Events 

 

 

 

https://www.sea-circular.org/giving-old-clothes-new-life/


 

 

The virtual OECD Forum on Due Diligence in 

the Garment and Footwear Sector has taken 

place from February 21-25, 2022, and brought 

together representatives from government, 

business, trade unions and civil society under the 

theme of “Rethinking The Business Model For 

Responsible Supply Chains”. The event 

addressed emerging risks and shared learnings 

on implementing labour, human rights, 

environmental, and anti-corruption due diligence 

in the sector across geographies. The recordings 

of many side events have been uploaded to the 

forum’s website. 

Find the side event pages with more information 

and all the recordings here. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

UNEP, the European Union Directorate 

General for International Partnership’s 

SWITCH to Green Facility and the African 

Development Bank’s Fashionomics 

Africa initiative hosted a virtual side event at 

the European Union-African Business Forum 

2022 on how African countries can tap into the 

industry’s potential while reducing environmental 

and climate change impacts and fostering circular 

economy actions. The webinar showcased circular 

business models, and participants discussed 

opportunities for investments and trade 

cooperation within Africa and the European Union. 

You can find the recording of the event here, as 

https://oecd-events.org/garment/sessions
https://fashionomicsafrica.org/learn/webinars/52


 

well as a press release highlighting the outcomes 

of the event here. 

The EU-Africa Business Forum declaration, a 

major outcome of the overall forum, can be 

found here. 
 

 

 

  

 

On the News 

 

 

 
 

 

The Italian magazine “L’Azione” has published an 

article titled The weight of fashion and 

consumption choices: the mitumba that clog 

up Africa, featuring an interview with Elisa 

Tonda, Head of the Consumption and Production 

Unit at UNEP. In high-income economies, the 

fashion industry continues to push to a high level 

of consumption, which leads to significant 

amounts of garment disposal that ends up in other 

continents, such as Africa. This large volume of 

low quality and largely unusable clothing is known 

as “Mitumba”, a business of second-hand 

garment which is generating unsustainable 

economic and environmental collateral-effects in 

Africa 

Find the article here (for Italian readers). 

 

 

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/fashionomics-africa-initiative-offers-insights-creating-more-sustainable-digital-and-circular-textile-and-fashion-value-chain-49348
https://www.euafrica-businessforum.com/en/business-declaration
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/il-peso-della-moda-e-le-scelte-di-consumo-article-lazione


 

 
 

 

The European Environment Agency  (EEA) 

published an article titled Circular business 

models and smarter design can reduce 

environment and climate impacts from 

textiles on their new publications created for the 

expected European Union (EU) strategy for 

sustainable and circular textiles. 

The article provides an overview of the briefings 

titled Textiles and the environment: the role of 

design in Europe's circular economy and 

Microplastics from textiles: towards a circular 

economy for textiles in Europe. 

These briefings look at measures to reduce 

environmental impacts resulting from the textiles 

industry, including on resource use, greenhouse 

gas emissions and microplastic pollution.  

Find the article and links to the briefings here. 

  
 

 

 

 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/circular-business-models-and-smarter


 

 

Greening the Blue is a UN-wide initiative to 

engage and support UN personnel to integrate 

environmental considerations into UN 

management decisions and actions. A new article 

has been published on the Greening the Blue 

website titled UNEP Accelerates towards a More 

Sustainable Textile Value Chain. It provides a 

thorough overview of and links to the different 

projects UNEP is working on in connection to 

sustainable textiles. It also highlights initiatives to 

ensure that UN personnel are aware of the social 

and ecological implications of the textile and 

garment sector. 

Find the article here.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

The United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE) has published a news article 

titled UNECE and partners call for concrete 

action for a sustainable garment sector at EU-

Africa Business Forum 2022. The article 

focuses on the recent 7th EU-Africa Business 

Forum 2022 and discusses its outcomes with 

regards to the Joint Business Declaration in the 

garment and footwear sector. It emphasizes 

concrete measures, including innovative financial 

instruments and technical support, to influence 

policymaking and business activities that further 

strengthen the EU-Africa trade relations in the 

textile industry. 

Find the article here. 
 

 

 

https://www.greeningtheblue.org/stories/unep-accelerates-towards-more-sustainable-textile-value-chain
https://unece.org/media/news/365355


  

 

 

 

  

 

If you know of other people who may be interested in staying up to date on textiles and joining our community, feel free 

to share this link to sign up for our textiles newsletter. You can find our previous newsletter editions here. 

 

    

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/u/0/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtfDszZtzPdC4RxSSGHbaXN-Jzqq-5CZjRjK1qqeNtKXIfdQ/alreadyresponded?usp=send_form.
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/textiles-newsletter

