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Agenda item II. MINISTERIAL SEGMENT: COORDINATING POLICY RESPONSES TO 

THE GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS - THE STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN 

THE WORLD 2022 

 

b) Presentation of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2022, and discussion 

on coordinating policy responses to the global food crisis, followed by delegate statements. 
 

General messages on the need of transforming food systems through a sustainable food 

systems approach and more coherent and holistic policies  
 

 We need food systems transformation to address the multiple and interlinked crises 

the we are currently facing, including in relation to climate, biodiversity, COVID-19, 

pollution, conflict, energy, consumer prices, inequality, food insecurity, malnutrition 

and health. 

 

 Food systems are both contributing to and affected by these crises. They will only be 

solved if addressed systemically, in a holistic way: with a food systems approach. 

 

 Sustainable food systems are the key nexus of the sustainable development agenda. 

Therefore,  a food systems approach helps to align different policy agendas and 

cross-cutting issues (e.g. agriculture, environment, trade, health, food safety) to better 

meet the needs of food systems actors and support multiple sustainability outcomes 

(environmental, socio-economic, nutrition and health). 

 

 Addressing food systems is at the heart of ensuring social equity and the good health 

of both people and the planet. Therefore, coherent and holistic policies that support 

food systems transformation are needed, from the global to the local level.  

 

 There is a need for countries to move towards more integrated, coherent and holistic 

policy-making, in order to meet their global commitments to simultaneously address 

climate change, biodiversity loss and other key challenges in relation to health, 

nutrition etc., at the national level. This requires an urgent repurposing of food system 

policies and economic support measures. 

                                                
1 For more information on the SFS Programme, see: 
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems


 
 

Specific messages on the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2022 (SOFI 

Report) and the role of CFS in promoting coordinated policy responses 
 

 Almost 3.1 billion people cannot afford a healthy diet in 2020 and projections show 

that nearly 670 million people will still be facing hunger in 2030, which is the same as 

in 2015 when the 2030 Agenda was adopted. A coordinated global policy response is 

therefore urgently needed to support the transformation to more sustainable food 

systems. 

 

 This year’s SOFI report clearly highlights that repurposing food and agricultural 

policies is needed to make food systems more sustainable and healthy diets more 

affordable. Policies at national levels need to be redesigned to strengthen a holistic 

food systems approach and to promote sustainable diets. 

 

 While the current crisis requires an immediate, short term response, this needs to be 

done in a nexus approach linking humanitarian aid with more long term efforts – 

including in the areas of peacebuilding, development cooperation, as well as national 

and sub-national policy measures – to promote resilient and sustainable food systems 

as well as affordable, healthy diets. 

 

 The CFS, as the most inclusive intergovernmental policy forum on food security and 

nutrition, must play a key role in promoting convergence and coherence by providing 

policy recommendations and guidance for more sustainable food systems and 

affordable, healthy diets for all. 

 

 

Agenda item III. EMPOWERING WOMEN AND GIRLS AND PROMOTING GENDER 

EQUALITY. ENDORSMENT AND UPTAKE OF THE CFS VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES ON 

GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ EMPOWERMENT IN THE CONTEXT 

OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 

 

General messages on the need to empower women and girls and promote gender equality 

in food systems  
 

 Women and girls are key players in our food systems, as farmers, processors, wage-

workers, traders, and consumers. Despite their importance, however, the evidence 

shows that women’s contributions are often undervalued, unpaid, and overlooked. 
 

 With the aim to address inherent trade-offs and power imbalances, food systems 

governance must be inclusive and participatory, allowing all gender, particularly 

women and girls to be heard and to engage. 

 

 To deliver on sustainable and equitable food systems, all relevant stakeholders 

including women, youth, rural communities, indigenous peoples, interfaith groups and 

local communities have to participate meaningfully in the debate and transformation. 

 

Specific messages on the CFS voluntary guidelines on gender equality and women’s and 

girls’ empowerment 

 

 We therefore deeply regret that we cannot adopt the Voluntary Guidelines on Gender 

Equality and Women’s and Girls’ Empowerment today.  



 
 

 We support the continuation of the process, based on the Terms of Reference 

approved by CFS in 2021 and making use of agreed UN language, [and support the 

way forward as proposed by the CFS Chair].  
 

 

Agenda item IV. CFS STRATEGIC DIRECTION TOWARD 2023 

 

a) Critical, Emerging and Enduring Issues for Food Security and Nutrition 

 

General messages on critical issues in relation to food systems  

 

 The world faces multiple interrelated crisis (food insecurity, malnutrition, COVID-19, 

inequality, biodiversity loss, pollution and conflicts) in a backdrop of a profound 

climate crisis. We have a narrow moment to pursue action in order to avoid the most 

catastrophic impacts of that crisis and to seize the opportunity that tackling climate 

change and building sustainable food systems presents.  

 

 We need to increase food availability and affordability while transitioning to 

sustainable production practices, shift towards healthy diets and reduce food loss and 

waste. 

 

 These changes must be achieved through science-based, yet culturally and agro-

ecologically diverse solutions, taking into account different kinds of knowledge 

including traditional knowledge, and recognizing and supporting the different 

dimensions of local and Indigenous food systems across regions and countries.  

 

 There is an urgent need for green economic recovery efforts, sectoral 

decarbonization, and the alignment of financial flows with the objectives of the Paris 

Agreement, including, nature-based solutions.  

 

 Achieving the SDGs and tacking climate breakdown relies in no small measure on 

investing in nature and forging a global economy that is conducive to sustainable food 

systems. 

 

Specific messages on the issues identified in the HLPE note on critical, emerging and 

enduring issues 

 

 Although all of the issues identified in the HLPE note are of high importance, from a 

food systems perspective we consider the following three of particular relevance to 

the work of the CFS: 

 

o Urban and peri-urban food systems:  

 

 At a time of rapid urbanization, cities are becoming increasingly 

important agents of change including on policies and action aimed at 

providing access to healthy diets for all.  

 

 Getting food systems right at the peri-urban and urban level will be an 

important way for countries to turn global commitments into local 

realities. 

 

 

https://lp.panda.org/powering-nature-report
https://lp.panda.org/powering-nature-report
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/02/how-to-navigate-the-complex-world-of-risk-and-reward-when-it-comes-to-nature/


 
o Revitalizing climate policies for Food Security and Nutrition: 

 

 Climate change remains one of the most critical global threat to food 

security and nutrition, and humankind in general. It is therefore vital to 

evaluate and revise existing policies, and to find forward-looking policy 

instruments. 

 

 Adaptation and mitigation policies should be revised from the 

perspective of food security and nutrition, with a human rights based 

approach. Food systems should be included in Nationally Determined 

Contributions under the Paris Agreement. 

 

o Building resilient and equitable supply chains for food security and nutrition: 

 

 Food supply chains have become increasingly complex in recent 

decades and risk disruption from many different types of shocks, 

including conflict, climate variability, financial shocks, COVID-19, and 

local disasters increased. 

 

 Given the growing frequency of shocks and the potential for additional 

shocks from a range of sources, it is imperative to take a deeper look 

at the types of vulnerabilities and inequities within food supply chains, 

and to suggest ways to make them more equitable and resilient so that 

they are able to function to support all six dimensions of food security. 

 

 All these issues are interrelated, which should be taken into account in the selection 

of topics for the CFS Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPOW). 

 

 

c) Theme of the HLPE Report 2024 

 

General messages on the importance of urban and peri-urban food systems 
 

 Cities represent 70% of food consumption and use almost 80% of the total energy 

produced in the world, with a continuing trend towards more urbanization. 

 Therefore, the role of urban and peri-urban food systems – including the collaboration 

with local authorities in food systems transformation through the creation of multi-level 

governance mechanisms - becomes increasingly important and needs to be better 

understood. 

Specific messages on the issues identified in the HLPE note on critical, emerging and 

enduring issues 

 

 Getting food systems right at the peri-urban and urban level will be an important way 

for countries to turn global commitments into local realities. 

 

 We therefore agree with the proposal to request the CFS HLPE to prepare for 2024 a 

report on “Strengthening urban and peri-urban food systems to achieve food security 

and nutrition in the context of urbanization and rural transformation”. 
 

 

 

 



 
Agenda item V. DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS TOOLS 

 

General messages on the need for better data collection and analysis tools 
 

 Policy coherence requires an understanding of the trade-offs that are inherent in food 

systems, as well as of any potential synergies where an intervention has positive 

effects on other outcomes, however such evidence of policy instruments is often 

lacking. Understanding the full range of policy outcomes is important to avoid a 

situation where a policy intervention improves outcomes in one area only to worsen 

them in another.  
 

 There is a need to establish strong monitoring and evaluation systems to measure 
progress towards food systems transformation in support of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, in order to generate evidence and strengthen 
accountability. 

 
Specific messages on the report “Data collection and analysis tools for food security 
and nutrition” 
 

 The policy recommendations on data collection and analysis tools to be adopted during 
CFS51 should make concrete proposals for the creation of timely and reliable quality 
data for rural, agricultural and food security and nutrition statistics, their use for 
evidence-based decision and policy making as well as recommendations for setting 
standards for data-based policies. 
 

 These policy recommendations are relevant for countries in connection with the 
implementation of a multiple set of SDG-Indicators (e.g. SDG-Indicator 2.4.1 – share 
of land under sustainable management). This clearly shows the relevance of CFS work 
for the national context and national policies. 
 

 

Agenda item VI. EMPOWERING YOUTH IN INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE FOOD 

SYSTEMS. ENDORSEMENT AND UPTAKE OF THE CFS POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 

ON PROMOTING YOUTH ENGAGEMENT AND EMPLOYMENT IN AGRICULTURE AND 

FOOD SYSTEMS FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 

 

General messages on the need for inclusiveness and the role of youth in food systems 

 

 With the aim to address inherent trade-offs and power imbalances, food systems 

governance must be inclusive and participatory, and include the voices of the future. 

 

 To deliver on sustainable and equitable food systems, all relevant stakeholders 

including youth, women, rural communities, indigenous peoples, interfaith groups and 

local communities have to participate meaningfully in the debate and transformation. 

 

 Youth are key players in our food systems. We have more young people in the world 
now than ever before, accounting for 16 percent of the world’s population. Youth must 
have one of the strongest influences in shaping the sustainable, resilient, healthy and 
equitable food systems we need for both today and the future. 

 

 Food systems are already the largest employer of youth globally. Mobilized and 
empowered, youth are the generation of agricultural innovators and environmental 
stewards driving forward a nutritious, sustainable and resilient food system that is 
better for people, planet and prosperity 



 
 

 Considering the current global food crisis and the much needed transformation of our 
food systems, we are convinced that we need to involve young women and men, as 
they are the future of food security.  

 
Specific messages on the CFS Policy Recommendations on Promoting Youth Engagement 
and Employment in Agriculture and Food Systems 
 

 The recommendations can contribute to closing the global generation gap in the agri-
food sector. In many countries, the average age of farm managers is above 50 years. 
Many young people either do not consider agriculture attractive or experience 
significant barriers to taking over farms (e.g. access to land). 
 

 We therefore endorse the CFS policy recommendations on promoting youth 
engagement and employment in agriculture and food systems, and call on all CFS 
stakeholders to implement them at national, regional and global level. 

 

 

Agenda item VII. BOOSTING RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT IN SUSTAINABLE 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SYSTEMS. GLOBAL THEMATIC EVENT ON THE CFS 

PRINCIPLES FOR RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT IN AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 

SYSTEMS 

 

General messages on finance and investments in sustainable food systems 
 

 Today, between 702 and 828 million people are hungry and over 3 billion people cannot 
afford a healthy diet. 

 

 This is unacceptable, reflects a global food system out of balance and requires a 
transformative change of food and agriculture systems, as we know them today.  

 

 Finance has to support the transition to sustainable food systems. Private investors, 
philanthropies, banks, and bi- and multilateral funders should redirect financial flows 
away from harmful practices (e.g. deforestation and destruction of wetlands and other 
high value natural ecosystems), use their resources to catalyze opportunities in 
sustainable food systems and work together to better align public and private finance, 
creating greater impact. 

 
Specific messages on the CFS Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and 
Food Systems 
 

 This transformative change is only happening if there is the right and more investment 
in these systems. It is not only about the quantity but also about the quality of 
investments. Actors such as SMEs and smallholder farmers must become “bankable” 
and access affordable credit. 

 

 Adopted in 2014, it is now time to upscale the implementation of the CFS-RAI 
Principles in order to make the transformative change we need to see become a 
reality. 

 

 Financing models and products should be developed to support viable business 
models for farmers, cooperative enterprises, and value chain enterprises using or 
transitioning to sustainable practices (e.g. through innovative approaches including 
agroecological approaches and regenerative agricultural practices). 

 



 
 Financing the food systems transformation will require to leverage existing funds, 

initiatives and investment platforms. Connecting the dots to match offer and demand 
through available finance should be utilised before tapping into / raising new financing 
sources. This will also require repurposing current economic support measures 
towards sustainability outcomes. 

 

 To support the scaling up of the implementation of the CFS-RAI Principles, national 
governments should address systemic barriers to catalytic finance (e.g. governance, 
subsidies and other policies, balance of power, institutional alignment), and create an 
enabling environment for ambitious, integrated capital investment in their respective 
contexts, which respond to the needs of all food systems stakeholders, in particular 
the most vulnerable ones.  

  



 
Key sources: 

 Food Systems Dialogues: https://foodsystemsdialogues.org/ 

 Good Food Finance Network: https://goodfood.finance/ 

 Key messages_Stockholm+50: Key messages_The Role of Sustainable Food 

Consumption and Production for a healthy Planet_Stockholm+50.pdf 

 One Planet Network FAQs: 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems/about/faqs 

 One Planet Network (2): OPN SFSP_Draft concept 4th global 

conference_v24JUNE2022.pdf 

 OPN (3): Outcome Document of the 3 rd Global Conference of the One Planet 

network’s (10YFP) Sustainable Food Systems (SFS) Programme: 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/outcome_document_3rd_global_

sfsp_conference_sfsp_final_3dec2020.pdf 

 OPN (4): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLtZlqNRHN8 (keywords: diversity, 

diets, biodiversity, business, policy)  

 OPN (5) : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8dzHQGU3TY (keywords: current food 

systems are broken, climate change aggravates these effects, complex challenges, 

decision-making needs to become more inclusive) 

 OPN (6) : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ME8lVspZnsY 

 Quantis 

 Stockholm+50: https://www.stockholm50.global/resources/stockholm50-agenda-

action-renewal-and-trust-outputs-and-outcomes 

 Stockholm150 (2): https://www.stockholm50.global/events/developing-roadmap-

nature-positive-economy 

 CFS50 List of Documents: https://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cfs/cfs50/list-of-

documents/en/ 

 

https://foodsystemsdialogues.org/
https://goodfood.finance/
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/Key%20Messages_The%20Role%20of%20Sustainable%20Food%20Consumption%20and%20Production%20for%20a%20Healthy%20Planet_Stockholm%2B50.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/Key%20Messages_The%20Role%20of%20Sustainable%20Food%20Consumption%20and%20Production%20for%20a%20Healthy%20Planet_Stockholm%2B50.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/programmes/sustainable-food-systems/about/faqs
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/outcome_document_3rd_global_sfsp_conference_sfsp_final_3dec2020.pdf
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/outcome_document_3rd_global_sfsp_conference_sfsp_final_3dec2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLtZlqNRHN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8dzHQGU3TY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ME8lVspZnsY
https://quantis.com/a-braver-new-world-building-a-planetary-economy/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=62297050&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6YPeMz3D0G3b-tz_KAlcTG6v-B0TpsGh5jADJ6JTOMzaisBoTEPhLlc7Q_O5QKxGc4118AgXI_q4NTUzIJNxxfgPgYt5ne2DjPkptdlEP6TeaV1A&utm_content=62297050&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.stockholm50.global/resources/stockholm50-agenda-action-renewal-and-trust-outputs-and-outcomes
https://www.stockholm50.global/resources/stockholm50-agenda-action-renewal-and-trust-outputs-and-outcomes
https://www.stockholm50.global/events/developing-roadmap-nature-positive-economy
https://www.stockholm50.global/events/developing-roadmap-nature-positive-economy
https://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cfs/cfs50/list-of-documents/en/
https://www.fao.org/about/meetings/cfs/cfs50/list-of-documents/en/

