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Dear all,

We hope you are well, safe and healthy!

We are excited to share with you a new round of updates and resources in the world
of sustainable and circular textiles. Last month was packed with activities and
exciting events on our side: from the OECD Forum on Due Diligence in
the Garment and Footwear Sector during which UNEP hosted a side-session, the
conclusion of the Fashion Industry Target Consultation, the release of a case study
on textiles and trade in Thailand as well as the InTex partners meeting (more
information below). We were delighted to have a chance to meet so many of you in-

person or online!

We hope you enjoy reading this issue and as always, thank you for keeping us
updated and we look forward to keep sharing your resources here and on our

website.
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We want to hear from you

Upcoming Events

The international trade of used textiles is
complex; it is important to understand the flow
between countries as well as the environmental
and social impacts of traded textiles.
Understanding these flows and impacts require
both a global overview of the trade flow, as well
as on-the-ground analysis of country impacts and
operations. To that end, if you are working on any
projects on the trade of used textiles (including
what happens to traded used textiles in their final
country of destination), or know of any, UNEP's
Textile Flagship Initiative is calling for
information on those projects to identify
synergies and avoid duplication - please email

elisabeth.vens@un.org.

| ZWE Live! Webinar

Beyond circular fashion
- Why we need to end

overproduction

14 March 2023 | 14:00 CET

On March 14, 2:00 PM (CET), Zero Waste
Europe are hosting a webinar titled Beyond
circular fashion — Why we need to end
overproduction. The webinar is opening the
discussion about their recent report, Beyond
circular fashion, and will particularly go into
greater depth to answer these key questions:
What does a sustainable fashion business model

look like?, What challenges do sustainable
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businesses face?, How can governments and
legislation support the transition?. Find out more

and register here.

Past events

N e UN@ ) On February 15, UNEP and the German

programme
ﬁ SIDE-SESSION Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation

‘OECD Forum on Due Diligence in the Garment
and Footwear Sector

AnkeOppermann  ElisaTonda  Bettina Heller

and Development (BMZ) hosted a virtual side

Threading your way out of the policy
tangle: coordination for a sustainable

Desprist e e | wnen ™ and circular textile value chain sessions at the OECD Forum on Due Diligence in
the Garment and Footwear Sector titled
& A y A Threading your way out of the policy tangle:
Nguyen AnhDuong  NoreenNuniga _ NabitHamei e . g L, coordination for a sustainable and circular textile

Management, Viet Narm President Kenya Tunisia

value chain. The session brought together
governments and industry representatives from
different regions to discuss the impact of
emerging policies and strategies on the global
value chain, as well as opportunities for more
systematic policy coordination and engagement
between policy makers and voluntary textile
industry initiatives. You can watch the recording

of the event here.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus17.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fzerowasteeurope.eu%252F2023%252F02%252Fregister-now-beyond-circular-fashion-why-we-need-to-end-overproduction-webinar-on-14-march-2023%252F%26xid%3Db8e0562e68%26uid%3D89567085%26iid%3D11585854%26pool%3Dtemplate_test%26v%3D2%26c%3D1678705119%26h%3Dc36b12e8dd01e3695c30a33ce91dddf69505542845ae0c1f38971b6cb531058c&data=05%7C01%7Cmaelys.nizan%40un.org%7C80c3e6a6a4fb4b0af93908db23b1e789%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638143019227232901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hWZiAhW%2B2OpoMk41pYU0bFc14XBhcEvBgxZ513z4FrE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus17.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.oecd.org%252Fcorporate%252Fforum-on-due-diligence-in-the-garment-and-footwear-sector.htm%26xid%3Db8e0562e68%26uid%3D89567085%26iid%3D11585854%26pool%3Dtemplate_test%26v%3D2%26c%3D1678705119%26h%3D41e25b3586509c36ba9b78011e98bca4986e6e11670e700cbbf9919adb677577&data=05%7C01%7Cmaelys.nizan%40un.org%7C80c3e6a6a4fb4b0af93908db23b1e789%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638143019227232901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KUo%2Fs2Y2IjYxi%2FCgQc7Cuzq9zyvJOYR1ZUET9TYVPpE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus17.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.oecd.org%252Fcorporate%252Fforum-on-due-diligence-in-the-garment-and-footwear-sector.htm%26xid%3Db8e0562e68%26uid%3D89567085%26iid%3D11585854%26pool%3Dtemplate_test%26v%3D2%26c%3D1678705119%26h%3D41e25b3586509c36ba9b78011e98bca4986e6e11670e700cbbf9919adb677577&data=05%7C01%7Cmaelys.nizan%40un.org%7C80c3e6a6a4fb4b0af93908db23b1e789%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638143019227232901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KUo%2Fs2Y2IjYxi%2FCgQc7Cuzq9zyvJOYR1ZUET9TYVPpE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus17.mailchimp.com%2Fmctx%2Fclicks%3Furl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252F%2Bhttps%253A%252F%252Fyoutu.be%252FYfxAckis5rU%26xid%3Db8e0562e68%26uid%3D89567085%26iid%3D11585854%26pool%3Dtemplate_test%26v%3D2%26c%3D1678705119%26h%3D95e8a8781123db84c11b89f795d5d32baca000cc53ed80bff1b32c322ca84abc&data=05%7C01%7Cmaelys.nizan%40un.org%7C80c3e6a6a4fb4b0af93908db23b1e789%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638143019227389112%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vcw9WHSfEDG2HBVVSlG4qKALEp6ge%2BeCSqsEjL7qFsM%3D&reserved=0

The Fashion Industry Target Consultation

(FITC) survey and regional workshops have been

successfully completed! The FITC survey was

Fashion Industry :
Target Consultation S

Calling fashion stakeholders:

o
Seeking input to identify holistic targets 4 o
for a net-positive industry ‘_3 %

open for public consultation for three months, and
received responses from 380 industry
stakeholders from across all regions, in addition
to the feedback collected from regional
workshops with a total of 226 participants. The
collective feedback from this consultation process
will be incredibly valuable in refining the final set
of Fashion Industry Targets, which will provide

(A o

programme direction for the fashion industry in becoming net-

positive. The UNEP Textiles team would like to
thank everyone who patrticipated and shared their
feedback — the finalized set of targets will be
released in June, and we will share more

information on them in the coming months

Under the ongoing EU funded project “Innovative

Business Practices and Economic Models in the

Textile Value Chain (InTex)” UNEP organized an

in-person all partners meeting from February
13- 17 in Paris, France. The meeting reviewed
the progress made by the InTex project (up until
now) and provided an excellent peer to peer
forum opportunity for the project’s national

implementing partners from Tunisia, Kenya and

South Africa to exchange and learn from each
other on best practices, the implementation’s
strengths and challenges while also taking
advantage of south-south cooperation

opportunities.
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Publications and Resources

SUSTAINABLE AND CIRCULAR | || A new case study report from UNEP looks at
TEXTILE VALUE CHAINS: \ environmental hotspots in textile value chains in
LINKAGES WITH TRADE ' Thailand and trade policy instruments that can

AND TRADE POLICY . . - . .
have an impact on sustainability and circularity. It

builds on UNEP’s work on environment and
trade, and its framework for Sustainability and
Circularity in the Textile Value Chain. Trade and
trade policy have an important role to play in the
transition towards a green and circular economy,
yet its potential has not yet been fully realised.

Find out more and read the full paper here.

Case Study:
Thailand
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Adam Smith
Business School

SRS 3 SN SN

APPAREL AND FOOTWEAR SECTOR
SCIENCE-BASED TARGETS GUIDANCE

A SCIENCE WORLD.
N BASED RESOURCES

S/ TARGETS INSTITUTE

SRR

In 2022 The University of Glasgow, Adam
Smith Business School published a podcast
series titled Cleaning the Loop aimed for
academic, industry and policy audiences,
interested in learning about and advancing
consumer clothing longevity, within a circular
economic system. The video of the podcast
series is now available here — of which, UNEP
joined in conversation on Podcast 2: Introducing

the Literature.

A new report from The Science Based Targets
initiative (SBTi) and World Resources

Institute provides guidance to support companies
in the apparel and footwear sector in setting
ambitious science-based emissions reduction
targets. This guidance is intended for companies
across the apparel and footwear value chain—
retailers, brands, finished goods manufacturers,
mills, etc.—that are primarily engaged in activities
that contribute to the production, sale, and
transportation of apparel and footwear

products. Find out more and read the full report

here.
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EU exports of used textiles in Europe’s
circular economy

In the News

A recent briefing by the European Environment
Agency analyses the patterns and trends in EU
used textile exports from 2000 to 2019

and shows how exports have increased year by
year and shifted from mainly going to Africa to
being almost equally exported to Africa and Asia.
The brief highlights the major challenges around
what happens to used textiles in the importing
countries and also shows how current and
proposed EU policies aim to address these

export challenges. Read more here.

Reuters reports that annual plastic production in
G20 countries could rise to 451 million tonnes by
2050 (according to current rates of growth)
unless a comprehensive and legally binding
global treaty to curb consumption is
implemented. The UN began negotiations in
November on an agreement to tackle plastic
pollution, with the aim of drawing up a legally
binding treaty by the end of 2024. As many as
175 countries have signed up to the talks. Read

more here.
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In case you know of other people interested in receiving our news, feel free to share this link to sign up for our textiles

newsletter. You can find our previous newsletter editions here.
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