
OBJECTIVE

To connect food systems knowledge and expertise from diverse constituencies through the

SFS-MED Platform initiative to support Mediterranean countries in accelerating the 2030

Agenda.

A CHANGE OF ROUTE

TOWARDS MORE SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT FOOD SYSTEMS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES

THE MEDITERRANEAN DIET AS A STRATEGIC RESOURCE FOR ACCELERATING THE AGENDA 2030 IN THE REGION

THE UN FOOD SYSTEMS POST-SUMMIT PROCESS: SFS-MED 

DIALOGUES FOLLOW-UP LINKING NATIONAL PATHWAYS 

AND MULTISTAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENTS TOWARDS MORE 

SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

THE SFS-MED PLATFORM COORDINATION DESK PRESENTS
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The 2021 United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) set the stage for a multiplicity of actors across

the Mediterranean to engage in dialogues around sustainable food systems, identify the interconnections

between food systems and the region’s pressing challenges, and explore collaborations to promote an

inclusive and resilient transformation towards sustainability. As part of the UNFSS process, countries and

stakeholders across the Mediterranean region convened more than 65 Summit Dialogues at cross-

national, national and subnational levels, involving more than 5,000 participants. The outcomes of this

process led to the formulation of national pathways for the transformation of food systems in several

Mediterranean countries. By taking into consideration a plurality of voices and priorities, these pathways

shall serve as points of reference across governments and for all relevant stakeholders in their efforts

towards more sustainable food systems in coming years.

Session 1 builds on the findings of a series of SFS-MED independent UNFSS dialogues organized in 2021

by CIHEAM, FAO, UfM, PRIMA and the One Planet Network’s Sustainable Food Systems Programme.

Such dialogues emphasized the role of multi-stakeholder collaboration as a key enabler for food systems

transformation, which can be leveraged through initiatives such as the SFS-MED Platform, a multi-

stakeholder initiative for Sustainable Food Systems in the Mediterranean, offering a regional and

independent forum to facilitate exchanges and foster actions to transform food systems. The Conference

will take place one year after the Summit and one year before the 2023 global stock-take of national

pathways, providing an opportunity for Mediterranean countries to review progress and possible

accelerators for the implementation of national pathways towards 2023 and beyond.

As part of their journey towards food systems transformation, countries across the Mediterranean have

formulated a national pathway or are in the process of developing roadmaps and action plans to integrate

food systems in national strategies. Key priorities and areas of work that emerged throughout this

process as common for food systems transformation in the Mediterranean region include:

• green and circular economy;

• blue and circular economy;

• sustainable management of land and water in the context of climate change;

• the Mediterranean diet as a lever for sustainable consumption and production and healthy diets;

• cities and rural-urban food systems as drivers of change;

• equitable and inclusive development of rural livelihoods;

• resilience;

• trade and food safety standards.



Welcome
Sylvia Lopez-Ekra
Deputy Director, UN Food Systems Coordination Hub

Introductory remarks

Building on the outcomes 
of the three SFS-MED 
Independent Dialogues

Alwin Kopse
Head of International Affairs and Food Systems Unit, Federal Office for 

Agriculture of Switzerland

On behalf of the One Planet network’s Sustainable Food Systems Programme

Panel discussion

Countries’ perspectives on 
regional collaboration 
catalytic to a change of 
route towards more 
sustainable food systems 
in the Mediterranean

Moderated by:

Sylvia Lopez-Ekra

Deputy Director, UN Food 

Systems Coordination Hub

Introduction to the round table by

Stefano Gatti
Special Envoy for Food Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation of Italy

UNFSS National Convenors

• Albania: Ermira Gjeçi
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development

• Egypt: Amb. Ehab Badawy
Assistant Minister for Multilateral Affairs and International Security, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

• Israel (remote): Noga Kronfeld-Schor
Chief Scientist, Ministry of Environmental Protection

• Italy: Stefano Gatti
Special Envoy for Food Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation

• Jordan: H.E. Eng. Mohammad Al-Heari & Dr Mahmoud Rabai
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Agriculture & Secretary-General 

Assistant for projects and rural development

• Malta: John Busuttil
Director, Directorate General Global Issues, International Development 

and Economic Affairs, Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs

• Morocco: Redouane Arrach
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Agriculture

• Spain: Samuel Jesús Juárez Casado
Senior Advisor, General Secretary for Agriculture and Food, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

• Türkiye: Nihan Atay Haspolat
EU Expert, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

Wrap-up and next steps
Sandro Dernini
Coordinator, SFS-MED Platform Coordination Desk

This session will provide a space for countries to share initial lessons learned from the

implementation of their national pathways, in particular regarding enabling factors and

challenges they are experiencing during their journey of transformation, and opportunities

moving forward. Discussions will also aim to understand how inter-country and multi-

stakeholder collaboration across the Mediterranean should contribute to pursue joint

solutions in addressing common food systems challenges. Finally, the session will allow to

propose concrete actions at regional, national and local level to accelerate the change of

route towards food systems sustainability, which will contribute to the SFS-MED action

framework to be presented at the end of the Conference.

AGENDA


