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2013 2017

2022 Parts I and II

I. History: SPP Global Reviews from 2013 
through 2022 

Objectives:

• Provide a global overview of the current state of SP in national
governments, highlighting progress in areas such as SP policy
development, implementation and monitoring.

• Assess progress towards meeting UN SDG 12.7.

• Create a broader view of SP practice by identifying how private sector
actors engage in SP.

• Understand how international organizations, academia and networks
support SP policy development, implementation and research.

• Expand understanding about the drivers, barriers, needs and
expectations for SP around the globe by reflecting stakeholder opinions
across an array of countries, organizations and professions.

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainable-public-procurement-2022-global-review-parts-i-and-ii
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/20919/GlobalReview_Sust_Procurement.pdf?sequence=1&amp%3BisAllowed=y%2C%20Factsheets%7C%7Chttps%3A//wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/20919/GlobalReview_Sust_Procurement_factsheet.pdf%3Fsequence%3D3&amp%3Bis=
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/8522/-Sustainable%20public%20procurement_%20a%20global%20review-2013Sustainable%20Public%20Procurement.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/sustainable-public-procurement-2022-global-review-parts-i-and-ii


II. History: Factsheets on Sustainable Public Procurement in 
national governments

• In 2017, Factsheets for 40
countries illustrated the status of
sustainable public procurement
(SPP) policies, activities,
programs, and monitoring and
evaluation systems in national
governments around the world.

• The Factsheets for 45 countries in
2022 will be published at the
beginning of February.

2017
40 country Factsheets

2022
45 country Factsheets

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/knowledge-centre/resources/factsheets-sustainable-public-procurement-national-governments


III. 2022 Global Review research methodology (2021-2022)

National Government
Questionnaire

Number of government
respondents: 93

Number of countries
represented: 45 vs 41 in
2017

Stakeholder survey

Number of stakeholder
respondents: 322 vs 201
in 2017

Number of countries
represented: 92 vs 60 in
2017

Literature review

Number of articles, reports
and other sources: 208 vs 70
in 2017

Peer review process

Number of peer reviewers:
14

Semi-structured
interviews

Number of experts
interviewed: 26 vs 6 in
2017

40 countries



IV. Content of the SPP 2022 
Global Review

Assessment of global trends

Analysis of progress towards SDGs

Comparison of regional SP activity

Recommendations on SP

Private sector SP analysis

Intergovernmental organization SP 
analysis 

Overview of activities of international 
support organizations and SP networks

*In black, additions compared to 2017.

Part

Part



V. Global Review 2022: Main Takeaways

1. Sustainable public procurement is building momentum – Policy framework

Since 2015, there has been a significant increase in the development of policies and legal instruments 
supporting SP around the world. 



2. Sustainable procurement 
can hit multiple targets

Diversity of policies addressed by SPP: of 
the 112 policies that were reported by 
national governments, a total of 18 
thematic areas were identified.

The socio-economic dimension is gaining 
prominence, with a focus on the 
promotion of SMEs, groups at risk and 
technology development. 

Policies and strategies that targeted the 
environment were still the most frequent.



3. Sustainable procurement 
practices are now more deeply 
embedded

• Product prioritization and the development of 
tools, such as sustainability criteria or 
guidelines, continue to be critical activities and 
have been highlighted by national governments 
as key drivers for SP implementation.

• Most national governments (62%) reported 
having developed criteria or guidelines for at 
least one or more prioritized products/service 
categories. However only half indicated 
mandatory application of these 
criteria/guidelines.

• Prioritized product and service categories for SP 
are beginning to extend beyond the ‘low-
hanging fruit’ of common-use categories.



4. Monitoring SPP and measuring the impact of sustainable 
procurement remains a challenge

Despite advances in formalizing and implementing SPP, only a small increase (5%) 
was observed in the proportion of national governments monitoring SPP from 
2017 to 2021.

Outcomes continue to remain difficult to measure - with only 33% of monitoring 
national governments claiming to measure SPP benefits– with results rarely 
communicated

In private organizations evidence suggests that SP efforts have largely focused on 
formalizing and implementing SP rather than on tracking progress and results.



5. International organizations and networks 
are stepping up their support for 
sustainable procurement

The OECD for example, developed guiding principles on the 
strategic and holistic use of public procurement released an 
SPP supplementary module (2021) as part of its Methodology 
for Assessing Procurement Systems (MAPS)

MDBs are now including sustainability considerations in their 
revised public procurement regulations

Several universities are contributing to the professionalization 
of sustainable procurement, now offering courses and degrees 
in SP, as well as leading research in various disciplines relevant 
to the topic.

International networks and cooperation agencies are playing 
an essential role in the exchange of SP knowledge and the 
building of SP capacity. These include Local Governments for 
Sustainability (ICLEI), the International Green Purchasing 
Network (IGPN), the Inter-American Network on Government 
Procurement (IGPN), the Sustainable Purchasing Leadership 
Council, the One Planet Network SPP Programme, the GIZ, 
SIDA and AFD. 



Thank you!

Farid Yaker/ Programme officer at UN / UNEP

farid.yaker@un.org

Sustainable Public Procurement | UNEP - UN Environment
Programme

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-public-procurement
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