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A message of solidarity in a time of crisis

As a global health crisis grips the planet, the UN Secretary General has launched  a
COVID-19 plan, outlined in detail in a new report entitled “Shared responsibility,
global solidarity: Responding to the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19”.      The
report is organized around three pillars for action based on science, solidarity and
smart policies: Suppress transmission of the coronavirus; Tackle the devastating
social and economic dimensions of the crisis, and finally; Recover better.

“Now is the time to redouble our efforts to build more inclusive and sustainable
economies and societies that are more resilient in the face of pandemics, climate
change and other global challenges. The recovery must lead to a different economy.
Our roadmap remains the 2030 agenda and sustainable development goals ”.

The announcement of the plan follows the the launch of a $2 billion fund  to help the
worlds poorest countries in the fight against the spread of COVID-19.

Before providing any updates from the network, the Secretariat of the One Planet
network would like to take this opportunity to send out a message of solidarity to all
those affected by this crisis.  It is our sincere hope that can each of us use this
moment to reconnect with what is most important in our own lives, have conscious
conversations about the future, and remember our power when we come together.

 

Sustainable Food Systems Programme
statement on the COVID-19 crisis and
food systems

The One Planet network’s Sustainable Food Systems
Programme has released a statement this week
detailing its increasing concern about the impact of the
COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak and the related short
and long-term response policies, in particular with
regard to the following three key dimensions:

1.  The livelihoods of food systems actors, particularly
small farmers and small businesses, as food systems
face difficulties operating normally, potentially leading
to gaps in food production, access and availability.
 

2.  The role of diets in exacerbating the health impact
of COVID-19 and concern regarding the potential
impact of COVID-19 on access to healthy, nutritious
and sustainable food, particularly by vulnerable
populations such as children and the elderly.
 

3.  The increasing evidence on the relation of food
systems with the growing number of emerging
infectious disease outbreaks that are posing a threat to
global health and economic stability.

Read the full statement on COVID-19 released by the
Sustainable Food Systems Programme.
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Healing Solutions for Tourism
Challenge

The UN World Tourism Organisation is spearheading a
global call to reach the most disruptive start-ups,
entrepreneurs and innovators to drive solutions to
mitigate Covid-19 impacts on tourism through health,
economic and destination management solutions.

The challenge is focused on identifying ready-to-
implement solutions across the categories of People,
Prosperity, and Destinations.

Find out more about the benefits of taking part in this
innovative challenge

 

NEWS

Thoughts on the importance of
eliminating hunger and contributing to
more sustainable food systems

Dr. Agnes Kalibata, the newly appointed Special Envoy
of the United Nations Secretary-General for the 2021
Food Systems Summit has released a video address in
which she makes the case for food.

In the address Dr. Kalibata makes the link between
climate changes and food systems, highlighting the
role that agriculture plays in the release of greenhouse
gas emissions.  The concluding message is a call to
action: to be bold, innovative and decisive in the ways
that we produce, process and consume food.

Have a look at the full video address by Dr. Kalibata

 

 

The 'Guidelines for Providing Product
Sustainability Information' are now
available in French and Portuguese

The 'Guidelines for Providing Product Sustainability
Information,' developed by the United Nations
Environment Programme and the International Trade
Centre, is a global guidance on making effective
environmental, social and economic claims to
empower and enable consumer choice. The Guidelines
offer value chain and public-sector professionals clear
guidance on making effective, trustworthy claims to
consumers on product-related sustainability
information. They are applicable to all regions and to
companies of all sizes.

The Guidelines are now available in English, Chinese,
French, German, Portuguese and Spanish

Download the full publication from the One Planet
network website
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Working with students to change their
actions with the Good Life Goals

The Good Life Goals  represent an effort to help a
global audience recognise the vital role of individual
action in achieving the SDGs, laying out 85 ways
anyone can contribute towards the huge, planet-
changing objectives that sit at the heart of the SDG
agenda.

During the 2019/2020 school year, the founder of the
NGO Teaspoons of Change  worked with students in
schools across Asia to bring the Good Life Goals to
everyday life.

Take a look at a series of photos from the work being
done in schools across China, Singapore, South Korea
and Myanmar

 

WEBINARS

Introduction to the methodology for
SDG indicator 12.6.1

On April 16th, UNEP will host a webinar to present the
plans for implementation of the methodology for SDG
indicator 12.6.1 on the number of companies
publishing sustainability reports. The presentations will
dive into issues such as: minimum requirements for
inclusion of companies in the indicator; plans for the
development of a Global Platform for collecting and
analysing sustainability reports, and; plans for pilot-
testing of the methodology.

Find out more and register for this webinar on April
16th 2020

 

Sustainable Food Systems and
nutrition making agriculture and food
systems nutrition-sensitive

This technical webinar to be held on April 28th is part
of the series organized by the FAO eLearning Academy,
Agreenium (l'Institut agronomique, vétérinaire et
forestier de France) and UN-ESCAP. The webinar will
discuss the linkages between agriculture, food systems
and nutrition, and describe existing opportunities for
integrating nutrition into food system policies.   It will
be an opportunity to share experiences and lessons
learnt, discuss challenges, and propose innovative
solutions and models, investments, and programmes.

Click here to find out more and register for the
webinar on April 28th
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Submit an abstract for the 2nd
International Conference on
Circularity in the Built Environment

Conference dates: 22-24 September 2020, Delft,
Netherlands

This Conference aims to be a forum for exchange
between researchers, engineers and practitioners in
the area of green and sustainable construction. It will
provide participating actors and stakeholders with the
opportunity to share their ideas and showcase
innovative technologies and methodologies to
implement circularity in the European and worldwide
construction sector.

The organisers have extended the deadline for
participants to submit extracts on a variety of topics,
which will then be featured during the conference.

Find out more about the topics at this years’
conference, and how to submit an abstract for
consideration before the May 1st deadline

 

Do you have a story or event you would like included in our Monthly Update? To be
considered, simply share a thumbnail picture, any relevant links and a brief description of

80 words or less in an e-mail to oneplanet@un.org . 
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