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SDG 12: GOAL OF THE MONTH - AUGUST

SDG 12: Goal of the month

COVID-19 offers an opportunity to develop recovery plans that will
reverse current trends and shift in consumption and production
patterns to a more sustainable course. In August 2020, the UN
looked at the importance of Responsible Consumption and
Production as a guide to a less wasteful and more sustainable
future. 

A successful transition will mean improvements in resource efficiency, consideration of the entire life cycle
of economic activities, and active engagement in multilateral environmental agreements. 

Read the news article here.

EARTH OVERSHOOT DAY 

Earth Overshoot Day in August  
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22nd August marked Earth Overshoot Day - the date in the year
when we have consumed more natural resources than the planet
can produce and renew in a year. In 2019, Earth Overshoot Day
was 29th July (the earliest date ever). The coronavirus pandemic
led to a more than three-week shift in the day which shows a

change in humanity's use of natural resources due to the pandemic. 

Read more about Earth Overshoot Day here.                              

"CAN I RECYCLE THIS?" REPORT CITED 

And an app to help reduce waste 

This article on Food Navigator recognises the barriers consumers
face when sorting household packaging waste and cites the “Can I
Recycle This?” report, published by the Consumer Information
Programme earlier in the year. A smartphone app called Junker has
been launched in Italy to help consumers understand how to
separate waste correctly, this is done through scanning products’
barcodes to determine which part can be sorted where. 
 

75TH SESSION OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

UNGA-75 

Global Goals Week is a shared commitment between 100+
partners across civil society, business, academia, and the UN

system to accelerate action on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This will be especially
promoted during the 75th session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA 75) which opened on Tuesday, 15
September. UNGA 75 will provide an opportunity to share ideas and transformative solutions in the fight
to recover better from global challenges.

CI-SCP PROGRAMME UPDATE

MAC Meeting 

On 15 September, the 3rd MAC Meeting of 2020 of the Consumer
Information Programme took place virtually. MAC members had
lively discussions about the way forward for the Consumer
Information Programme. We thank all attending MAC members for

their participation. The main topics on the agenda were the discussion of the CI-SCP strategy and
development, upcoming events (see below) and an overview of two new working groups: on Product
lifetime extension and Biodiversity communications. The meeting was very successful and gave clear
direction on the way forward for the programme!

The impacts of applying the 'Guidelines for providing product sustainability
information' in practice

A year after the completion of the road testing of the Guidelines for providing product sustainability
information, the Consumer Information Programme has collected information on how road testers
experienced the application of the Guidelines. 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.overshootday.org/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/08/18/Junker-app-tackles-confused-waste-sorting-in-Europe
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/resource/can-i-recycle-global-mapping-and-assessment-standards-labels-and-claims-plastic-packaging
https://globalgoalsweek.org/
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/initiative/road-testing-guidelines-providing-product-sustainability-information
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/resource/guidelines-providing-product-sustainability-information
http://eepurl.com/glJfaj
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=e8886af1aa79bd95755c00448&id=9f0a90b973
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=e8886af1aa79bd95755c00448&id=9f0a90b973
javascript:;


11/27/2020 Newsletter September 2020

https://mailchi.mp/c06036934762/newsletter-consumer-information-programme-3744885 3/9

The results of the survey show that the Guidelines helped organizations to
communicate better with their customers, giving insights into how to
communicate on other sustainability claims the company wants to develop.
However, organizations still need to create better communication platforms to
engage consumers more effectively.  

To learn more and download the survey, visit here. 

Self-assessment tool for the Guidelines now available in Spanish
The online self-assessment tool based on the Guidelines for Providing
Product Sustainability Information is now also available in Spanish. The
main objective of the online tool is to offer an opportunity for
organizations to self-assess and improve the way they are communicating
with consumers about product sustainability (through marketing claims,
labels, voluntary standards, product declarations, etc.).

Consumer Information webinar within Sustainable Living 1.5 Webinar series

The SLE Programme have organized a Sustainable Living 1.5 Webinar
series and the Consumer Information Programme have been invited to
lead a session titled: Tell me more and (maybe) I’ll do it: consumer
information for sustainable decisions. The session will discuss what
consumer information tools are: who they target, what they can do and
available tools, resources and approaches. More information about the
session and the panel of speakers will be announced soon. 

The session will take place on 20 Oct 2020, 14:00 – 15:30 (CEST) and
you can already register here.

Consumer Information and Sustainable Buildings - New Infographic available
The recently published report “Consumer Information Tools and Climate Change
– Facilitating low-carbon choices in Tourism, Buildings and Food Systems”
developed through a collaborative effort among four programmes of the One
Planet network: Consumer Information, Sustainable Buildings and Constructions,
Sustainable Food Systems and Sustainable Tourism, shows that certifications
should be linked to different factors depending on the sector they intend to
inform about.

The buildings and construction sector heavily contributes to climate change. This
means having tools such as energy efficiency certificates can influence
behaviour, drive change in the market and mitigate climate impact.

To learn more about the importance of consumer information tools in buildings,
read and share the news article and download the infographic available on the
One Planet network website!

SDG 12 Reporting 

One Planet network actors are expected to report annually on their initiative(s)
and activities through the One Planet network reporting system. The reporting
platform is open all year and annual reporting closes on 15 January 2021. The
reporting provides an opportunity for all actors to share updates on relevant
initiatives and activities relevant for SDG 12 and the Consumer Information
Programme.

Why report your progress on SDG 12? 

1. Contribute to the current state of knowledge on the shift towards sustainable consumption and
production and the achievement of SDG 12.

2. Aggregations, trends and inspiring examples will be highlighted within the report to the High-Level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF).
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Guidance and examples on how to report outputs, outcomes and impacts for your SCP activities can be
found here.

WORKING GROUPS

WG1: Guidelines for Providing Product Sustainability Information
The key objective of this working group is the implementation of the 'Guidelines for Providing

Product Sustainability Information'. It also serves as a platform for exchange around the topic of

providing credible sustainability information to consumers. Keep checking the Product

Sustainability Information Hub for the latest information. 

The working group are also hoping to do a project applying the Guidelines to e-commerce to

highlight changing shopping patterns from stationary to digital and provide a frame for why the

Guidelines are especially important right now. Please get in touch with ciscp@un.org if you can

help to implement this project. 

Please contact ciscp@un.org to get involved. 
Leads: UNEP / ITC 
 

WG2: Type I Ecolabels

The working group on type I ecolabels aims to support emerging ecolabelling initiatives around the

world and facilitate learning between existing and emerging ecolabelling schemes. It has been

agreed that the working group will continue into 2021.  

UNEP will start updating its training material on Type-1 ecolabels. A workshop in South Africa is

planned for 2021 to build and share knowledge and capacity and develop new type I ecolabel

schemes or start criteria development. 

On September 21, the working group held a virtual meeting to discuss upcoming activities and how

the work of this working group should be continued. Upcoming activities include contributing to the

ecolabel mapping undertaken by the PLE working group (see below) and to a UNEP mapping of

ecolabels which cover chemicals in the electronics sector.  
Leads: GEN / UNEP

WG3: Using Product Lifetime Extension to Advance Circular Economy 
The Consumer Information Programme has established a new working group on Product Lifetime

Extension to advance circular economy to build engagement and collaborate within and across

different sectors to raise awareness and engage consumers on product lifetime extension (PLE).  

On September 9, the working group had its first virtual meeting and 40 participants joined the

meeting. There are three outputs under development under the working group: 1) Case studies on

how consumer information tools promote product lifetime extension practices. 2) A mapping of
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relevant policies that address product lifetime extension through consumer information tools. 3) A

mapping of ecolabels that include product lifetime extension criteria on durability, repairability,

upgradability and reuse. The next meeting is to be held in November 2020. 

Any suggestions, ideas or feedback, please reach out to ciscp@un.org. The CI-SCP is still looking

for members from businesses, interested organizations can contact ciscp@un.org to join the

working group.  
Leads:  Akatu Institute / UNEP 

WG4: Biodiversity Communications 
The Consumer Information Programme has established a new working group on Biodiversity

communications to raise awareness on the impact of consumption on biodiversity and ecosystem

services, enable and promote biodiversity communication, and strengthen the integration of

biodiversity in international SCP processes. The WG is supported by the German Federal Ministry

for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU), the German Federal Agency

for Nature Conservation (BfN) and adelphi research gGmbH and Öko-Institut e.V.. A great group of

experts has been gathered and a first workshop will be held on 26 and 27 October 2020. 

If you would like to know more about this working group, please contact ciscp@un.org.   
Leads: BfN / BMU / UNEP 
 
Project about Consumer Information on Plastic Packaging 
The Consumer Information Programme has published a new report led by UNEP and Consumers
International titled “Can I Recycle This?” - A Global Mapping and Assessment of Standards, Labels
and Claims on Plastic Packaging". The report is available for download on the One Planet network
website. 

As a next step, we are developing a set of key message papers for businesses, governments and
standard-setters on how each can act to improve the landscape of consumer information on plastic
packaging and five case studies to showcase good practice examples for providing reliable
consumer information on sustainability of plastic packaging. Both outputs will contribute to the One
Planet Network-Wide Plastics Initiative, due for completion in October 2020.  

Please contact nmearns@consint.org if you are interested to contribute to this project. 

Leads: Consumer Information Programme 

You’re very welcome to participate in our Working Groups.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact us or click here for more information on how to get involved!

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNERS

World Ecolabel Day - Update from GEN 
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A new 1-minute video is now available to celebrate World Ecolabel Day on October 8th and understand
the benefits of life cycle ecolabels. The German Environment Agency’s report
on methodological challenges for ecolabels in the Global Ecolabelling Network
identifies two key challenges for ecolabels: 
1. Integration of sustainability aspects of raw material supply chains into
ecolabelling schemes. 
2. Measurement of ecolabel performance by determining the potential for
environmental relief. 
For both challenges, the report provides a detailed overview and
recommendations. 

Further reading:

A special issue on the Future of Ecolabels has been published in the International Journal of Life
Cycle Assessment discussing the challenges facing ecolabels and defining possible solutions.

Show your support this World Ecolabel Day and help promote ecolabelling around the world!

GEN Magazine #38 Now Available 
Gen's biannual publication focuses on the positive opportunities presented by
the pandemic, and the growth of GEN member ecolabels over the past two
years. Members report on new criteria from construction waste to plush toys,
while many focus on green public procurement and engagement with retailers
and financiers. Read all about it here. 

 

International Trade Centre Event - The Good Trade Summit 2020: Emerging

Stronger from the COVID-19 Crisis – 7-8 October (Virtual)
The ITC Good Trade Summit 2020: “Emerging Stronger from the
COVID-19 Crisis” will spotlight the need to place sustainability and
gender equality at the heart of the recovery from the COVID-19 crisis
while highlighting the potential of “good trade” as a catalyst for a more
inclusive and equitable world. 

Register now to learn from inspirational high-level speakers on how to
“build back better"

Hear critical discussions on sustainability, trade and gender
Network with a wide range of stakeholders from the trade and development community
Experience a creative and dynamic virtual event, mixing live panels, pre-recorded statements and
entertaining breaks

Pôle Eco-conception update Guide Auto-declaration 
The Pôle Eco-conception has released a guide on self-declaration
communication and instructions for use. 

The guide provides 6 essential criteria that must be mastered to create
effective environmental product communications and provides solutions for 12
traps that companies fall into when communicating about their eco-designed
offers. 

The guide is only accessible to members of the Eco-Design Pole: to find
out more details and to join, please click here.
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UNFSS 4th Flagship Report on Voluntary Sustainable Standards (VSS)
The UN Forum on Sustainability Standards (UNFSS) published its  4th flagship
report in September. It explores the role of government as a vehicle to drive the
adoption of voluntary sustainability standards (VSS), which can be a powerful
tool to help achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and other public
sustainability commitments. 

The effectiveness of VSS to contribute to sustainable development depends
partly on their degree of adoption by economic operators. In this respect,
governments could play a significant role by integrating VSS into public
procurement and trade policy.

 European Commission (DG Justice and consumers) - Public Consultation
The European Commission (DG Justice and consumers) have a new
upcoming legislative initiative on empowering consumers for the green
transition, foreseen to be adopted as a European Commission legislative
proposal in Q2 2021. 

This initiative mainly aims to:

Ensure that consumers obtain reliable & useful information on products, e.g. on their lifespan and
repair options
Prevent overstated environmental information (‘greenwashing’) and sale of products with a
covertly shortened lifespan
Set minimum requirements for sustainability logos & labels 

Visit this link to view the ongoing consultation of the Roadmap and the Open Public Consultation and to
provide any feedback by 6th October 2020.

Consumer Goods Forum Sustainable Supply Chain Initiative (SSCI) - Public
Consultation

Taking the next step towards building trust in sustainability
standards worldwide, The Consumer Goods Forum’s (CGF)
Sustainable Supply Chain Initiative (SSCI) has launched a public
consultation on the criteria for its Primary Production scope of its
benchmark. The criteria, developed by industry leaders, experts and
stakeholders, covers social and scheme management requirements
specifically for third-party social compliance programmes evaluating
land-based agricultural and aquaculture activities. 

The SSCI welcomes comments from the public as part of its commitment to engaging multiple
stakeholders, upholding transparency and building trust in social sustainability standards. All stakeholders
are invited to partake in the consultation until 1st December 2020, where they can view benchmarking
documents and leave comments. Feedback can also be emailed to ssci@theconsumergoodsforum.com. 

Interested stakeholders are also welcome to join an SSCI Stakeholder Consultation call, which will take
place on the 24th November 2020 at 9:00 EST / 15:00 CET. The objective of the call is to set up a
direct consultation with stakeholders on the draft criteria. Please register your interest here.  
 

 MEET OUR NEW PARTNERS

We are happy to welcome the new organizations that joined our network in the last quarter! 

Ethikis is a young social enterprise founded in 2018. It aims to develop pragmatic solutions towards
responsible consumption and production. With the LONGTIME® label they established the first European-
wide label for products to last based on 41 criteria specifications around longevity, reparability and
manufacturer after-sales service. 

Öko-Institut e.V. is a European research and consultancy institute working for a sustainable future.
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Founded in 1977 and based in Germany, the institute develops strategies for realizing sustainability
development at global, national and local level, advising governments, businesses and civil society. They
deploy a broad set of methodologies, including life-cycle assessment (LCA), Product Carbon and
Environmental Footprinting, eco-efficiency and material-flow analysis.

 EVENTS CALENDAR

Check out where we or our partners will be active! 

Webinars

06.10.20 – 27.10.20 Webinar Series on Single Use Plastic Products and Learnings from
LCA 

This webinar series will draw together a selection of case studies illustrating government
responses to develop and implement policy on single-use plastic products pollution – with
a particular interest in cases where life-cycle thinking has been used to help inform policy
development.
Please click here for registration details.

20.10.20 - The Consumer Information Programme will lead a webinar: Tell me more
and (maybe) I’ll do it: consumer information for sustainable decisions - Time: 14:00 –
15:30 (CEST) 

Please click here to register.

29.10.20 - The Consumer Information Programme will have a session at the CRB
conference: Sustainability Information to Empower Consumers - Time: 29 Oct 2020,
15:45 – 17:15 (India Standard Time)

For more information, visit here.

30.11.20 - The Consumer Information Programme will host a session at the 3rd
Sustainable Food Systems Conference: Addressing food systems through consumers –
promoting awareness and behavioural change - Time: 13:20 – 14:10 (CET)

For more information, visit here. 

Events
07.10.20 – 08.10.20 International Trade Centre (ITC): Event - Emerging Stronger:
Good Trade In A Post-Covid-19 World 

Join this event which will examine environmental sustainability, social sustainability, and
trade & gender through a value chain perspective. 
Please click here to register online.

08.10.20 World Ecolabel Day 
More than 50 countries around the world celebrate World Ecolabel Day in October. It’s a
day to focus on ecolabel products and services that are proven to be environmentally
preferable and performance tested, so consumers are ensured the best products for their
health and the health of the planet.
Visit website here.

28.10.20 – 30.10.20 India and Sustainability Standards Conference 2020
This year, the Centre for Responsible Business will host its annual flagship conference ISS
virtually. The theme is 'Sustainability a key to business resilience in an uncertain world.
Visit website here.

Do you want to feature your event in our next newsletter? Just send us a message! 

 RESOURCES

Check the latest Reports & Publications uploaded to the One Planet network: 

World leaders highlight Sustainable Consumption and Production in 'Pledge for
Nature' - Political leaders participating in the United Nations Summit on Biodiversity in September
2020, so far representing 64 countries from all regions and the European Union, have committed
to reversing biodiversity loss by 2030. By doing so, these leaders are sending a united signal to
step up global ambition and encourage others to match their collective ambition for nature,
climate and people with the scale of the crisis at hand. The full pledge and list of signatories can
be found here.
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Repair or replace? Extending the life-span of your home appliances – FAQs and helpful
hints - The manufacturing of electrical and electronic appliances consumes is responsible for
severe environmental impacts. Keeping appliances in use for longer periods can generally help to
minimize the harmful impacts on the climate and the environment. How can appliances be kept in
service for as long as possible? When are they worth repairing – and when does it makes sense to
buy a new and efficient appliance? The Öko-Institut provides answers to these questions in this
background paper. 

Other reports:

Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 - The GBO-5 report calls for a shift away from “business as
usual” across a range of human activities. The report outlines eight transitions that recognise the
value of biodiversity, the need to restore the ecosystems on which all human activity depends, and
the urgency of reducing the negative impacts of such activity.

WWF Living Report 2020 - This report documents the precipitous decline in monitored
populations of species between 1970 and 2016. The Report further underlines the urgency to act. 

What is the One Planet network?
The One Planet network is the network of
the 10 Year Framework of Programmes
on Sustainable Consumption and
Production (10YFP).  It is a global platform
for action & capacity building. Its
implementation is an SDG target. The
Consumer Information Programme is one
of six 10YFP programmes.

Join the CI-SCP community
Become a Consumer Information
Programme Partner to share, scale up &
replicate your work; get involved in
projects & working groups; and feature in
this newsletter.  

Contact us at CISCP@un.org for more
information.

The One Planet network's Consumer Information Programme is co-led by:

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
New EU Data Protection Regulation 

Dear subscribers to the CI-SCP Programme newsletter,  

due to the changes to the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) May 2018, we require your
consent to continue to send you our newsletters. If you wish to stay in contact with us via
the newsletter and be informed by us, please confirm your details by re-subscribing here. If you no longer
wish to receive our newsletter, please unsubscribe here. If you do not respond, we will continue to send
our communications to the e-mail address already included in our mailing list.

10YFP Twitter CI-SCP website Email us
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